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Wfotal to Buy Petr ofinoj 
W^adExxon Confirms : 
^Requisition of Mobil 

By Mitchell Martin f 

'• ' ' : ~ imernaiional Herald Tribune - 

...NEW YORK — Plunging oil prices 
' ' were widely cited asthe reason behind 
- : two big energy-company takeovers an- 
; '-t nounced Tuesday,: including Exxon 
■ : Corp.’s planned, acquisrticm'of Mobil 
. Corp. for more than $80 billion in the 
' - largest-ever corporate combination. 

In Europe, Total SA of France an- 
'nounced a two-part purchase of Pet- 

;>pany at about $iVbiIlion.' /etrofinaTs 
■ -operations are concentrated in r efining 
^gid marketing, diluting Total’s reliance 
.-ffib the production of energy, a com- 
modity whose price has .been sliding as 
..." world economic growth, weakens. 


A year ago, crude oil futures oh die 
'New York Mercantile Exchange traded 
‘ \ ; above $19.40 abarreL On Tuesday ,-they 
were quoted at $11.08. ■ 

.... The latest round of weakness inoil 

- prices was linked to the failure of the 

- Organization of Petroleum ^Exporting 
Countries to reduce petrolenm produc- 
tion, traders said. Theoilcarteihelda 

' meeting last week but failed to address a 

growing glut of petroleum- . 

"N ■ At the same time^ the slowing global 
economy continues to reduce ^demand 
for basic commodities sack as ail. 

Another deal that-reflected these de- 
flationary pressures was die decision 
announced Tuesday by Hoedist AG of 
. Germany and- Rhone-Poulenc SA of 
France to Join their drug and agrochem- 
icals businesses as aprelimmarysfep to 
. .. an overall merger. Before that can nap- 
- pen, the companiesare planning tosed 

. 1;-. their commodity chenncats -operatioiis, 
-0frhich face competition from lower- 
. . -wage operations in Aaa and gfcbal 
. . oversupply- (Page 15} 
j. . One way to combat ttb coHj^se m - 


expect EmauXfobil Corp;. as the new 
company is to be called; to shed more 
than 10,000 jobs from the combined 
122,000 of the two companies. The in- 
creased size of the companies will also 
create economies of scale tiiatCouM pose 
problems for smaller conqretitoxs, es- 
pecially in Asia. . . 

The U.S. oil giante eaqieci to achieve 
$2.8 bfflkmin ‘‘near-tenn preltax syii' 
ergies,” according to a joint statement 
by Lee Raymond and ljHtio Npto. die 
current chairmen of Exxon and MobiL 
“The merger wfDL significantly fair- 
faance shareholder value by enablmgns 
manage the combined assets of . Ex- 
xon and Mobil to produce a higher re- 
turn on capital .employed -than ratter 
company could achieve bo a stand- 
alone basis,” the statement added. ; 

Exxon Mobil would be the biggest OS 
refiner. in-the world. Along with Royal 
Dutch/Shell Group and tiiecomhinatian 
of British Petroleum. PLC- and Amoco 
Coup., it would form a triumvirate of 
giant companies that wbdld.be at least 
twice as large as any of thefr compe titors. 
Basal on 1997 figures from the Fortune 
500 rankings, Exxon Mobil bad $182 
billion of safes; RoyaT Dutch had $122 
billion; and - the • combined BP . .end 
Amoco,$104bfllioo. Total Fiha, by con- 
trast, would have $46.5 billion, making it 
one of the biggest of the second tier. _ 
£uoa and' Mobil were part of '016 

""See DEALS, Page II 
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Storm Cloud Over the EU 

Bonn-Paris Rift Threatens to Block Expansion 



Qaebec Separatists Win 5 More Years 

Premier Lurien Bouchard getting a victory hug from Ms principal adviser, Bob 
Dufom; as the Parti Quebecois was returned to power in provincial elections. 
But the victory was less than full, with the showing by the Liberal Party 
undercutting separatists’ hopes for seeking independence from Canada. Page 3. 


House Panel 


By William Drozdiak 

Washington Post Service 

POTSDAM, Germany — A deep- 
ening policy rift between France and 
Germany is threatening 10 paralyze ef- 
forts to reform the 15-nation European 
Union and block its planned expansion 
process to embrace up to a half-dozen 
new members, mainly former Commu- 
nist countries in the East, within the next 
few years. 

The divisions between Paris and 
Bonn, whose relationship is often de- 
scribed as the motor that propels efforts 
to achieve European unity, were laid 
bare Tuesday on a wide range of issues 
following a two-day summit meeting 
that illustrated bow competing national 
interests are poshing the two allies 
apart. 

Despite grandiose rhetoric extolling 
the close friendship between their coun- 
tries, French and German leaders found 
themselves sharply at odds over nuclear 
energy, plans for a Continental arms 
industry to compete with die United 
States, Germany's demands to cut its 
EU payments and France’s refusal to 
accept any reduction in farm subsidies. 

In the past, German governments 
have been inclined to pay a dispro- 
portionate share of the EU bill and ac- 
cept France 's political primacy in return 
far reconciliation with their neighbors 
and steady progress toward European 
unity. But (he arrival in power of Ger- 
many’s first postwar generation, em- 
bodied by Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, has signaled a clear break 
with unreserved German financial sup- 
port for the European Union. 

In their first meeting with Mr. 
Schroeder since he swept to power in 


September elections with a new gov- 
erning coalition of Social Democrats 
and Greens. President Jacques Chirac 
and Prime Minister Lionel Jospin of 
France discovered that the present Ger- 
man government seems much less will- 
ing than its predecessors to defer to 
French w ishes and keep funding costly 
programs that mainly benefit Ger- 
many’s partners. 

The meeting brought together more 
than two dozen ministers to discuss al- 
most every aspect of the French-Ger- 
man relationship in the shadow of the 
impressive 18th-century palaces where 
Voltaire shared philosophical ex- 
changes with Frederick the Great. But 
the declared purpose of revitalizing 
bonds between the Continent’s two 
leading countries seemed overwhelmed 
by their incompatibility of views on key 
positions. 

Mr. Schroeder emphasized that Ger- 
many, which will assume the routing 
presidency' of the European Union in 
January, wanted to achieve a major 
overhaul of EU programs, known as 
Agenda 2000, by March. But at the top 
of the list, Mr.' Schroeder insisted, is 
Germany's demand for a significant re- 
bate on the S12 billion net contribution 
it makes to the EU each year. 

Germany also wants to curtail the 
Union’s farm support program, which 
consumes up to 70 percent of the EU 
budget, by having national governments 
assume more of the burden. But France, 
which receives a heftier share of farm 
subsidies than any other member, 
spurns any reduction as politically un- 
acceptable. 

Mr. Schroeder and Mr. Chirac took 
See SUMMIT, Page II 


Jiaas campaign 
Funds Issue to 


• By Brian Knowhon 

. . International HeraUTribune'.. ■ , • 

WASHINGTON: — Dramatically 
widening tire impeachment inquity of 
President Bill Clinton, the Republican- 
dominated House Judiciary Committee 
voted Tdesday to seek testimony from 
Justice Department officials who have 
called for Mr. Clinton to be investigated 
forpossible campaign finance abuses. 

The move, which came even as the 
inquiry had been winding toward a con- 
clusion, drew angry objections from the 
White House and Democratic congress- 
men. 

. Joe Lockhart, the president's spokes- 
man, said that the investigation had been 
‘’hijacked by extremists.** 

White House aides said the move 
reflected Republican disarray and a lack 
of evidence of impeachable offenses. 

Democratic memberSTof the commit- 
tee denounced the vote as a “fishing 
expedition.” 

They said it would make a mockery 
of the inquiry, which until now focused 
on allegations that Mr. Clinton com- 
mitted perjury, obstructed justice and 
abused ms presidentialpowers to bide a 
sexual relationship wim Monica Lew- 
insky. "■ ' ■ . 

But tiie committee chairman, Henry 
Hyde of 'Illinois, said the panel was 
“duty-bound” to explore any ailega- 

See PANEL, Page 3- 





President Chirac and Chancellor Schroeder concluding a news conference Tuesday after the Potsdam summit 

Beijing Seizes 2 Prominent Dissidents 

Detainees Had Been Attempting to Form an Opposition Political Party 


By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

N ew York Tones Service 

BEIJING — Two of China’s most 
prominent dissidents have suddenly 
been arrested for criminal offenses, ap- 
parently in a crackdown on their recent 
efforts to form China’s first opposition 
political party, human-rights group and 
relatives of those taken into custody said 
Tuesday. 

Over the past six months, the two 
dissidents — Xu Wenli of Beijing and 
Qin Yongmin from the southern city of 
Wuhan — had been involved in a small 
loose nationwide network of political 
activists who have become increasingly 
bold in their efforts to start whai they 
call the. China Democratic Party. 

The two are longtime, dissidents who 


have each spent more than a decade in 
jail for pro-democracy views and are 
well accustomed to police surveillance, 
occasional house searches and trips to 
the public security bureau for question- 
ing. 

But relatives and human-rights 
groups agreed Tuesday that the arrests 
were extraordinary arid far more om- 
inous. 

In Beijing, 20 officers from the Public 
Security Bureau burst into Mr. Xu’s 
home at 9 P.M. Monday with a de- 
tention form. They arrested Mr. Xu and 
span the next three hours searching his 
house, confiscating his computer, fax 
machine, telephone, address book, and 
various other documents. 

“This is the third time this year 
they’ve come here but, from their at- 


titude, I think it was much more serious 
this time," said Mr. Xu’s wife. He Xin- 
tong. * ‘The other times they just took the 
fax. This rime, there were more officers 
and they were in more military uni- 
forms. And they searched much more 
closely than they did before — they 
even looked under the beds and in 
closets and they took phone receipts and 
bank transaction forms." 

Miss He is still waiting to be notified 
of the crime of which Mr. Xu is ac- 
cused. 

In the case of Mr. Qin. his family told 
a human-rights group that security of- 
ficials notified them that he was being 
charged with “threatening state secu- 
rity," a grab bag of crimes that often 

. See CHINA, Page 4 


Paris Joins 
London on 
A Push for 
Defense 


By Joseph Fitchert 

Inunumonol Herald Tribune 

PARIS — London and Paris 
have agreed on a joint defense ini- 
tiative that would give the Euro- 
pean Union a voice in military af- 
fairs for the first time, even as EU 
members’ armed forces remained 
within NATO, French and British 
officials said Tuesday. 

The objective is to launch a de- 
fense policy that would strengthen 
Europe's image and ability to act in 
regional crises or other missions 
where Washington does not want to 
commit troops, while reinforcing 
the European role in NATO. 

Essentially, the accord would in- 
volve dissolving the Western Euro- 
pean Union, an independent de- 
fense body, and transferring its 
rudimentary military assets to the 
EU, the sources said. 

This move, which would create 
direct links between the EU and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
for the first time, marks the biggest 
step yet in the often frustrating ef- 
forts by Europeans to find ways to 
do more about their own defense. 
Although some details were still 
being refined, officials said, the 
outlines of a deal could emerge this 
week at a British-French summit 
meeting in St. Malo, France. 

The shift would change little in 
practice in an era when U.S. clout 
via NATO seems indispensable to 
handling European crises. But sim- 
plifying the structures, a British of- 
ficial said, “removes a bone in our 
institutional throat” and brings to- 
gether European political ambi- 
tions and military power in a way 
that could spur stronger support for 
action. 

“It’s done,” said an aide to Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac of France, 
who said the agreement on essen- 
tials was reached last week. 

British officials said the initia- 
tive bad come from London. For 
both countries, an official said in 
London, the bottom line is that “in- 
dividually. our countries can only 
field marginal forces alone or with 
the Americans, but together we 
could put 30,000 men on the line 
and make ourselves noticed by any- 
one.” 

Even though France and Britain 
have often seemed at odds over 
how to balance their commitments 
to the United States with a potential 
role for Europe, they are the only 
two European nations that can field 
significant forces for combat any- 
where. As a result, other European 
countries must follow any French- 
British lead on defense, just as they 
have followed French-German 
leadership on monetary policy. 

Even Germany has no political 
alternative to acquiescing once 
London and Paris agree on future 
defense arrangements, especially in 
light of the view — held in Bonn as 

See EUROPE, Page 11 



Turning a Page, Digitally 

■D "• • -f - ■* ricuuu rtiugcuiii 

Electronic Books Begin to Find, Their Place Sued Over Looting 


AGENDA 


French Museum 


By Ethan. Bronoer 

fr fr New YorkTanes Service _ 

, NEW YORK — At Virginia Com- 
monwealth University, sociology stu- 
dents use a textbook thatexisB only on- 
line. It sends them to related Web sites, 


offers discussion areas that supplement 

and enliven tijetrclasaoonit&ctssrons.. 

In Texas, the state Board of Edu- 
cation is planning a pilot ^ 

distribute Mectxonic books 
computers nett fall to thousands of high 
school students. . 
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Some works of .fiction now can be 
found on-lineand downloadedfor read- 
ing. And development is under way in 
Japan on a vending machine for the 
distribution of digital magazines, which, 
could be downloaded on a cassette and 
read onahand-held device. • 

• Withfuturologists having mistakenly 
predicted the end of the printed page for 
several dfccades uow. no one . is pre- 
paring a eulogy for theuuditioflal book. 
Television did not doom radio, video 
did not. kill film, and electronic pub- 
lishing will probably not end print 
But with two electronic bode devices 
cm die market, ah ejqwnenlial increase 
in reference and .scholarly material 
available on-line, many experts say .that 
- the shift *0™ page to screen, once a 
fantasy; isnQW approaclringreahty- 
And there are those, TfteJeffRothra- 
berg, a senior computer scientist at the 
Rand Carp-, who say they can see The 
day when books printed on paper will be 
viewed “more as -objets .4 art than 
things we use all dte time.” 

Valerie. Raymond, an editor at Mc- 

GiaW-HilL sa»t. ■ T am-a book prawn 
and I never believed 1 would wam to 
3v» op the books I cany aroimd with 
- me. But Pm starting, to think of myself 

See BOOKS, Page 11 


PARIS (AP) — The heirs of a 
Jewish art collector whose claims fix’ 
a Nazi-looted painting by Georges 
Braque were rejected nave sued the 
Georges Pompidou Center in Paris on 
charges of receiving stolen property, 
their lawyer said Tuesday. 

The suit is believed to be the first of 
its kind in Fiance. 

Antoine Comle, the lawyer rep- 
resenting the heirs of Alphonse Kami, 
charged that, the Pompidou Center 
acquired “Le Joueur de Guitare” 
(The Guitar Player) in 1981 knowing 
of its wartime past. 

hi Washington, meanwhile, the 
United States opened an international 
conference on. property looted by the 
Germans during World War II by say- 
ing that it was ending its inquiries into 
Swiss banks and Holocaust victims' 
gold. Page 2: 
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Risk of Social Crisis Rising 
In Asia, UN Agency Finds 
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Single Currency Gets 
A Variety of Envoys 

In their search fra 1 a representative 
for the single currency ai international 
meetings, finance ministers from the 1 1 
countries adopting the euro next year 
agreed Tuesday to send the European 


send a minister from the country hold- 
ing the revolving European Union 
presidency — or, if that country has not 
adopted the single currency, from the 
country next in line. Page 15. 


By Philip Segal 

ImcmaiionaJ Herald Tribune 

HONG KONG — While some up- 
beat forecasters are saying the Asian 
economic crisis has bottomed out, an 
agency of the United Nations said Tues- 
day that the region's social crisis was far 
from over and was likely to get worse. 

The International Labor Office, the 
secretariat of the International Labor 
Organization, said in a report released 
here that the lack of unemployment ben- 
efits in the region had inflicted unne- 
cessary suffering and hardship and 
called for fundamental changes to 
provide a social safety net. 

“Just as the Depression in the 1930s 
forged a new social contract in indus- 
trialized countries," said Eddy L^e, the 
author of the repent, “so must the cur- 
rent Asia crisis serve as an impetus to 
creating a more socially oriented model 
for development ' ’ 

Economic stagnation or even eco- 
nomic growth of only 1 percent could 
lead to another round of violent protests 
because there is no social safety net to 
help cushion the effect of the kind of 
restructuring companies are bound to 
make in any recession, the agency said. 

"Downsizing happens,’ said a 


spokesman for the agency. John Doo- 
ban. “The question is how to make the 
transition feasible. How do you keep it 
from boiling over?” 

In Indonesia, unemployment has 
tripled to 15 percent in just over a year, 
creating the kind of social pressure that 
has spilled into bloody rioting. Dis- 
agreements among Malaysia’s leader- 
ship over the hard economic decisions 
facing the country led to the dismissal of 
the deputy prime minister, Anwar 
Ibrahim, and clashes between police 
and demonstrators in favor of Mr. An- 
war, who is now being tried on a series 
of criminal charges that he says are 
politically motivated. 

The agency contends that with min- 
imal unemployment insurance for urban 
workers in large companies, finanrjri 
by a payroll tax of about 1 percent, a lot 
of the social pressures in Asia might 
have been reduced to below the boiling 
point 

The report said that in countries as 
poor as or poorer than many in Asia, 
some form of unemployment insurance 
existed: Employees in Egypt are entitled 
to 1 6 to 28 weeks of benefits when they 
lose their jobs, depending on payroll con- 

See ASIA, Page 4 
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The Empire of Conrad Black / 437 Publications and Counting 


U.S. Completes Inquiry 


A Media Baron at Home in the Big Leagues 


By Steven PearJstein 

UushiHgtt-n Pi'St Serrue 


T ORONTO — It was well after 
midnight when the phone would 
ring. The reclusive father, well 
into his cups, would ask what 
books the son was reading or what his 
professors were saying. Then the old man 
would report on his latest investment 
gambit or deliver the latest gossip from 
Toronto's notoriously insular business 
community and, in particular, Argus 
Corp.. from which he had been sent into 
an early and humiliating retirement 
Before long, the conversation would 
turn to history and talk of the great men: 

Caesar, Napoleon. Lincoln. Roosevelt, 

Churchill, de Gaulle. Father and son 
would refight the major battles and con- 
troversies, debating strategy and tactics. 

Then father might" grill the boy on the 
monarch?, of England or the tonnage of 
ail the ships in the Queen's navy, just as 
he had since the son was a boy. 

Thirty years have now passed, and 
the father! George Montagu Black Jr, 
has long since died. But thanks in pan to 
his nocturnal tutorials, the son has be- 
come the powerhouse the father had 
hoped he would. He has the erudite wir 
of William F. BuckJey. the lifestyle of 
(he Aga Khan and the deal -making 
prowess of Henry Kravis. He can also 
boast that all three are friends. 

Surely what would be most pleasing 
of all ro old George Black, however, is 
that his 54-year-old son now presides 
over a $3 billion-a-year world publish- 
ing empire that is the direct descendant 
of" Canada's preeminent industrial con- 
glomerate. the old Argus Corp. 

Conrad Moffat Black is a corporate 
wheeler-dealer, conservative intellec- 
tual and social-climbing egotist. Not 
since the financier Max Aitken trans- 
formed himself into Britain’s Lord Bea- 
verbroofc has a Canadian achieved such 
an international profile. His publishing 
realm of 437 newspapers and 
magazines with a circulation of 6.6 mil- 
lion has grown to be the world's third- 
largest and is gaining on Washington- 
based Gannett Inc. and Rupert Mur- Conrad 
doeh’s News Corp. is intent 

fr was a biography of William Ran- 
dolph Hearst that First sparked the young Black's 
fascination with newspapers — the writing of them 
and the business of publishing them, but most 
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Now Mj. Black is poised to reshape 
that consensus. With recent acquisi- 
tions, his Hollinger Inc. now controls 61 
of Canada's 105 dailies, accounting for 
more than 40 percent of daily news- 
paper readership. The country's leading 
magazines on business and culture are 
part of his empire. And last month, Mr. 
Black launched his own coasc-to-coast 
daily that has become a must-read in 
business and political circles and claims 
to have already equaled the circulation 
of the other national daily, the venerable 
Globe and Mail. 


By David. E, Sanger . . 

Ate** 1 York Times Sen ice 
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F OR MR. BLACK, who has 
committed the equivalent of 
$ 100 million to the project, the 
launching of theNational Post is 
the latest installment in a life scripted 
long ago and executed with ruthlessly 
un-Canadian determination. 

In a country too often characterized 
by dull and comfortable mediocrity, Mr. 
Black looms as a flashy, larger-than-life 
figure who inspires equal measures of 
loathing, envy and respect. Where 
Canada is insecure, he is hyper-con- 
fident. even arrogant; where it is pro- 
vincial, he is internationalist, where it 
eschews controversy and candot, he 
embraces them. 

Mr. Black is a large man with an easy, 
fleshy smile and a charming manner that 
belies his bully-boy reputation. His con- 
versation tends to be rhetorically baroque 
and intellectually subtle, larded with ob- 
scure vocabulary' and historical allusion. 

“I'm very high on Conrad," said 
Richard Perle, a hawkish Pentagon of- 
ficial during the Reagan administration 
who now heads Hoi finger's digital pub- 
lishing division. “He's got a good prac- 
tical sense, a scholar's scope and com- 
prehension and nor inconsiderable 
personal charms." 

He has also got an unquenchable de- 
sire to collect the well known or in- 
fluential. The list of Hollinger’ s direc- 
tors and international advisers includes 
former Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer. former Prime Minister Margaret 
ft#*- Thatcher, former President Valery Gis- 
Post- He card d’Estaing and even the broadcaster 
Canada. David Brinkley. Andy Warhol painted 
his picture and Princess Diana dined at 
his table. He has become a faithful attendant at those 
annual confabs for the rich and powerful — Davos. 
Bilderberg and rhe meetings of the Trilateral Com- 
mission. 

“He’s an elitist in the best sense of that word,’’ 
says Richard Bun. the former U.S. ambassador to 
Germany and a Hollinger director, pan of a Wash- 
ington network that also includes the Democratic 
power broker Robert Strauss and the columnist 
George Will. 

“I realize the allegation is about that I am some- 
what of a seeker of celebrities and, in one sense, I 
suppose that is true." Mr. Black told the biographer 
Richard Siklos. “But my purpose is that celebrities 
who are justly celebrated can be very useful to you. 
I'm interested in relationships that can be useful. I'm 
not interested in just trotting these people around-’ ’ 
Mr. Black thrives on lobbing rhetorical stink 
bombs into the corridors of political correctness. A 
midlife convert to Catholicism, he once charac- 
terized the church's liberal wing as “trendy clerics 
mouthing socialist platitudes and depicting God as 
our pal jogging along beside us.“ 

During the late 1980s he was forever chastising 
ihe former liberal premier of Ontario, Bob Rae. for 
his “sodomization of the private sector.” He once 
described Rene Levesque, father of the Quebec 
independence movement, as a “repulsive little 
gnome — greasy, twitchy and specious.” 

•'No doubt a lot .of people Find him to be fright- 
fully pompous.” Daniel Colson, chief executive of 
the Telegraph, tol^ the Wall Street Journal. “I think 
he's just different. He likes ro be controversial, and 
he is.” 
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Conrad Black with the financial section of his new National Post. He 
is intent on reshaping the daily newspaper business in Canada. 


important the power and influence and notoriety 
they invest in their owners. He bought his Firsl one 
— *a money-losing summer weekly with a cir- 
culation of 800 — when he was only 22. He 
combined it with another, brought it out year-round 
and quickly sold it at a proFit. Over the next 20 years, 
the process was repeated as he snatched up smalL 


undistinguished papers across Canada and die 
United States and spun them into gold.' 

Mr. Black's First move into the media big leagues 
did nor come until 1 985, however, with the purchase 
of a 14 percent interest in the Daily Telegraph, the 
biggest of London's quality dailies, which had 
suddenly found itself badly short of cash. In an- 
nouncing Mr. Black's investment. A.M. Stephens, 


These days. Londoners know Mr. Black as a 
feisty proprietor locked in a fierce circulation war 
with Mr. Murdoch's Times. He has become the 
leading torch-bearer for Thatcherism and a behind- 
the-scenes player in the Tory party. At the same 
time, he and his wife, the proudly suluv con- 
servative columnist Barbara Amid, have become a 
fixture on the London social scette. The author- 
itative society magazine The Tarler recently cal- 
culated that they are the 1 Ith-most-sought-after 
party guests, right behind their friends Prime Min- 
ister and Mrs. Tony Blair. 


'N THE United Slates. Mr. Black’s influence so 


far is largely confined to the scrappy Chicago 
Suo-Times, along with several hundfed small- 


town weeklies and dailies. After dropping out 
le bidding for the New York Daily News in- 


managing director of the Telegraph, declared con- 
fidently to his assembled colleagues that “Mr. 


fidently to his assembled colleagues that “Mr. 
Black has no known interest in the newspaper 
business and is an entirely passive investor.” 

Within six months. Mr. Black had absolute control 
of ihe venerable London broadsheet. With breath- 
taking speed and not an ounce of sentimentality, he 
sent its aristocratic management packing, broke the 
back of the paper's unions, rejuvenated rhe news 
columns and built a state-of-the-art printing facility. 
Within four years, ihe Telegraph was throwing off 
$100 million in profits each year. Mr. Black used the 
money io buy other papers around the world. 

“Mr. Black landed histoiy's largest fish with 
history's smallest hook.” an envious rival, the late 
newspaper publisher Robert Maxwell, once said. 


of the bidding for the New York Daily News in 
1992. Mr. Black has made no secret of his desire ro 
snare another big and influential American paper. 

But it is in his native Canada that Mr. Black is 
known best. Torontonians remember him as the rich 
kid who was bounced from the country’s most elite 
private school for selling copies of final exam 
questions he had purloined from the headmaster's 
office. His father urged leniency on account of the 
entrepreneurial spirit he had shown. 

As a bumptious young raider, he became 
renowned for running roughshod over executives, 
directors, government officials and unions who 
dared stand in his way. Through it all. he rarely 
missed an opportunity to challenge the mushy leftist 
consensus that defines Canadian politics and has 
found uncritical support in its major new s outlets. 


. WASHINGTON — Opening a 44- . 
nation conference here to examine is- 
sues from repatriating stolen airland 
and buildings to resolving billions of. 
dollars , in insurance claims, on Holo- 
caust victims, the Clinton administra- 
don has declared chat its investigations 
into Swiss banks and Nazi gold .are 
essentially closed. .. . 

The start of the threerday. conference 
at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu- 
seum on Monday night, which began 
with a silent procession of death^caxnp 


. With die settlement with the Swiss 
batiks completed in 'August, the schofr 
■are, art dealers. Insurance executives^ 
government, officials. Jewish' leaders 
and others at this week’s conference are- 
turning their attention to other assets 
looted by the Germans, especially in- 
surance, real estate and art. 

Ah international commission is look- 
ing into the complex insurance question 
and will most likely take years to de'j 
temvine what the insurers owe. Mean:, 
while, California, Florida and New* 
York have threatened sanctions against? 


insurance companies, mostly European, 
that do hot fully cooperate. £ 


survivors, is intended to end diplomatic 
and legal strife with Switzerland and 


find ways to solve the problems sur- 
rounding the investigations. 

This year Swiss banks reached a- 
51.25 billion settlement with Holocaust 
survivors and Jewish groups. But new 
suits were filed against Italian and Ger- 
man insurance companies. Ford Motor 


<2o. and the German banking giant 
Deutsche Bank, which - formally an- 


Deutsche Bank, which - formally an- 
nounced Monday its multibillfon-dollar 
takeover of Bankers Trust - 

It is unclear whether Deutsche Bank 
will be under pressure to settle the suit as 
the merger wends its way through' the 
regulatory process. 

The historical disputes that period- 
ically resurface surrounding Ford and 
the Opel division of General Motors 
Corp. — the use of slave labor by cor- 
porate subsidiaries that were national- 
ized by Nazi Germany —are not on the 
agenda of the cooference. However, 
European officials say the new German 
government is. quietly negotiating with 
German industry over some kind of 
compensation plan similar to die one 
negotiated with Swiss banks. 

“Our goal is to have a framework for 
settling all these issues by Dec. 31. . 
1999.” Stuart Eizenstat. undersecretary 
of state for business affairs and the' 
leader of the American investigations 
into World War II assets, said in an 
interview Monday. “We want to ac- 
complish the maximum economic resti- 
tution possible after the passage, of 50 
years, but equally important the moral 
accountability that will help us enter the 
new millennium and leant the lessons of 
the greatest travesty of the 20th cen- 
tury-.” 

Investigators reported, however, that 
they had run into a blind alley in their 
major effort to determine how much 
gold the Nazis deposited in die. 
r *Melraer Account.” the code name for. 
the German Reichsbank account that 
held gold looted from the homes, pock- 
ets arid dental work of Holocaust vic- 
tims... i- ,*■-.. 

Much of that gold, the United States 
argues, was later smelted into “mon- 
etary gold” that had been stolen from 
central banks around Europe. The 
United States and Switzerland still dif- 
fer on the amount of ‘ ‘victim gold” that 
ultimately flowed through Swiss ac- 
counts. 

“It is one of our biggest disappoint- 
ments,” Mr. Eizenstat said. 

Although it was never determined ; 
how much personal gold was mingled 
with monetary gold, Britain and the 
United States persuaded more than a 


that do hot fully cooperate. . jj 

Schools, community centers and otifl 
er real- estate properties: confiscated 
from Jews, many in Eastern Europe, are 
now being used on an everyday basis, 
and governments are -reluctant to turn' 
diem over to their original owners' 

■ The most prominent cases.. however' 
involve ait. Although many confiscated 
works were returned after die war, some? 
were sold and others wdre incorporated 
into various European museums. 1 
No one knows how .many woks anr 
involved, or their value. Jonathan Pet-' 
ropotis, a historian at Loyola University 1 
tn Baltimore, estimates in a.pa per to be' 
delivered at the conference that 10,000 
to 100,000 objects are still missing, 
even though a far larger number werd 
returned shortly after the war. mainly by 
the Alfred armies. “One of the things wef 
hope to do with the conference is begin' 
to crystallize that,” Mr. Eizenstat sawV 


In South Africa^ 
Servants Get 


A Bill of Rights ; 


Age/tce France-Pressc 

' JOHANNESBURG— The tradition-; 
ai relationship between South Africa's 
maids and “madams.” a remnant of the 
country's white colonial past, entered a 
new era Tuesday as formal work con? 
tracts became compulsory. ' - 
“We have started to launch an in- 
-formation campaign” about the new 
contracts, .“because most of the workers 
do not know ^anything about it.” said 
Hester Stephens, spokeswoman for die 
South .African National Domestic 
Worirers’ Union. 

The contracts formalize the world of 
relationship for the first time, and oaf 
compulsory in, terms of the 'new Bass? 
Conditions oft Employment Act, which 
came into- effect Tuesday after being 
adopted -this year, despite resistance 
from business. . - A 

The union estimatesthat South .Africa 
has ar least 2 million domestic .workers 
.making the sector the laigest- employer 
in thecoumry. ' 

The prevalence of white “madams” 
and their black maids is the focus of th$ 
hugely popular “Madam' and Eve” 
comic strip, which mocks the still ex- 
ploitative, nature of- the relationship, - 
As In the cartoon, “many of these 
domestics live on their employer's 


dozen other countries to give up their 
claims on six tons of monetary gold still 


premises -and are expected to be on '24* 
hour call,” a study by Johannesburg 


claims oni six tons of monetaiy gold still 
sitting in the basement of die Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York. Now the 
proceeds from the sale of that gold will 
be used to support Holocaust-related 
programs, from education for school- 
children to the care of destitute World 
War II survivors. 


hour call,” a study by Johannesburg '£ 
respected Wits University has found. * . 

In a near-revolution, the new can-., 
tracts force employers to fix their dJp. 
mestic worker’s weekly working hourev* 
define their duties and provide for' paid ' 
annual leave. Employers also have to be 
able to justify dismissing an employed 
and give 15 days’ notice. : 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


WEATHER 


French Rail Services Still Irregular 


PARIS i AFP) — Strikes are expected io disrupt French rail 
serv ices for a sixth straight day Wednesday, but traffic should 
be back to normal on most high-speed TGV trains. 

The state-owned SNCF railroad said that traffic Tuesday 
wji running normally in only 7 of 23 regions as ticket 
inspectors demanding extra staff refused to return to work. 
Drivers who went on strike Friday have gone back to work. 

On Wednesday, ihe high-speed Eurosiar to London as well 
as the Thalys to Brussels, Amsterdam and Cologne are to run 
on schedule, while TGV services ou ihe Atlantic network in 
the Southwest as well as the Paris-Grenoble line will be back 
to normal, the 5NCF said. The Southeastern TGV network as, 
well as mainline trains to western, southwestern and central 
France will be disrupted, however. 


day at most. The strikers are protesting government plans to 
merge their pension plans with other state plans. Government 
ministers were meeting the customs officers' union in an 
effort io reach a deal. 


Europe 


Air Passenger Traffic Drops in Asia 


Gasoline Shortages Hit Greek Cities 


GENEVA lAFPi — Airports in Asia and the Pacific 
suffered a 5 percent fall in passenger traffic in August, the 
only region worldwide to post such a decline that month, an 
industry group said Tuesday. 

About 40 67 million passengers passed through Asia/Pacific 
airports in August. 5.1 percent less than in the corresponding 
1997 period, the Airpons Council International said. Growth in 
passenger traffic was strongest in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, where it rose 9 percent to 10.87 million. Europe saw 
a 6.4 percent rise in air passenger traffic to 89.S million. North 
America a 0.8 percent increase to 1 17.4 million, and the Middle 
East a 5.6 percent rise to 6.23 million 
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ATHENS (Reuters) — A strike by customs employees 
caused fuel shortages in Athens and other major Greek cities 
Tuesday and further disrupted cross-border traffic between 
Greece and its nonhem neighbors. 

Cars formed long lines at the few gasoline stations that still 
had fuel, but station owners said supplies would last another 


EgyptAir will postpone the start of regular flights to the 
Gaza Strip at the request of Palestinian aviation officials. The 
airline said Tuesday that the Palestinian authorities had asked 
for the delay because of technical problems at the new airport; 
EgyptAir it did nor spell out the problems, however. Service 
had been due to begin Dec. 11. (AFP) 
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Nigeria will dose its land borders from midday Friday to 6 
P.M. Saturday while the country votes in local elections, the 
Interior Ministry announced Tuesday. The borders with Ben- 
in. Niger. Chad and Cameroon will be shut “ro prevent 
foreigners from inFiltruling into the country to vote.” a 
ministry spokesman said. ’ (AFP i 
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North America Europe 

Dry ant J unsaaaanably Dry tor the most part tit 
warm in New York Guy and London and Paris Tnuta- 
Washington, D C Thurs- day through Saturday, but 
day through Saturday, turning odder once again. 
Chicago and Toronto will A storm will bring rain to 
also 0a quite mud, but wiU Rome. Athens and tsortal 
turn cloudy and wet. Los Thursday and Friday, the 
Angeles and San Francis- same storm may cause a 
Co will be cool with some bkizard m eastern Eui<*>e 
showers at first man dry this weekend. Madrid win 
and warmer. be rather cool, perhaps 

with spotty showers 


IK* IS 


HoCKMnn 

22» 


Mainly dry and chilly on 


Thursday Irom Tokyo, 
through Seoul to .Bei/mg. 


through Seoul to Bailing. 
Thera wdt be some show- 
ers on Friday witty, dry 
weather returning over the 
weekend. Shanghai. Hong 
Kong and Taiwan will be 
dry for the most part. 
Soutfiem Vietnam «td the 
PhffiptJtoes wffl have show- 
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Austrian Airlines will ban smoking on all flights within 
Europe and to North America staffing Jan. 1. with all its flights 
becoming smoke-free bv March 28. f Reuters i 
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A Reuters dispatch earned in Tuesday's editions incor- 
rectly identified Mohammed Erian. He is an analyst at Sa- 
lomon Smith Bamev. 
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In Quebec 


But the Bouchard Forces 
Fail to Win Big Mandate 

By Anthony DePalma - 
- New Yffrit Torus Service ' 

““ Pr ®nio' Lacies 
Bouchard and the separatist Parti Que- 
becois Tiave retained control of 
Canada's largest province, possibly set- 
ting the stage for a. bitter confrontation 
with the rest of Canada*' and possibly 
, pother referendum on independence. • 
■Jf Quebecois won 75 of the 

7125 seats in Monday’s vote to earn a 
new term of up xo five years. 

But the anti-separatist Quebec Lib- 
eral Party, though winding only 48 

seals, received 44 percent of the popular 

vote, compared with 43 percent for the 
Parti Quebecois and 12 percent for a 
third party. Democratic Action; •' 

. Mr. Bouchard had more difficulty 
than expected in defeating the provin- 
cial Liberal Party leader, Jean Ghatest, . 
on whom many people in Englis h 
Ca n ada had p inne d thear hopes for an 
end to the French-Leaking province’s 
30 years, of threats to separate. \ 

The separatists fell short of die 46 
percent they bad said they needed to 
succeed in -a third .refezendnm.m take 
Quebec out of Canada and form ah in- 
dependent nation of 7 millio n people. 
t -^The separatists have lost two pre- 
jB>us referendums, one decisively, in 
7 980, the other nairowly in 1995. ■ 

Mr. Charest sounded more buoyant in 
his remarks to supporters than Mr. 
Bouchard did in his victory speech. 

“The result tonight reflects the fact 
that the people of Quebec, like the people 
of all Canada, want this country of ours to 
work and be a success,’* said Mr. 
Charest, who win serve as opposition 
leader in tf» provincial legislature. - 

The split Decision stemmed from the 
geographical distribution of political 
support in Quebec. 

. Mr. Bouchard’s spppott is strongest, 
among French-speaking voters, who are 
more evenly spread throughout the 
province than English speakers, who are 
concentrated in and around Montreal 
and who traditionally vote for the Lib- 
erals by huge margins and against sep- 
aration. It was the third-party candidate, 
Mario Dumont, who drew votes .from - 
the separatists. 

Mr. Bouchard told yoters.dnring the 
campaign that he would bold another 
-epferendum in the four to five years of , 
government if ‘'winning condi-r 
tions" existed.. While he never defined 
those conditions, it was widdy , believed 
that one of them was g level of popular 
support above 46'percenL . 

: Voters sided with Mr. Bcwchaideven 
though the support for separation has 
declined- Recent-polls indicate that only 
43 percent of Quebeckers would , voce 
“yes” in another referendum on inde- 
pendence, a drop of 4 percentage points 
during the coarseof the campaign, 

. “For the past few weeks, I have had 
the feeling that were it not for the issue 
of sovereignty , a greater number pfEng- 
Ji&b -speaking Quebeckers would have 
supported our program,’ ’ Mr. Bouchard 

fore supporters in Quebec. • • 

He mentioned sovereignty only once, 

^^ng 8 condrti(uis"^under which a ref- 
erendum could be won. But he also 
acknowledged that thelower-than-ex- 
pected level of support forhisparty 
reflected a dissatisfaction among voters 
that he could not ignore. 

' “I respect die signal yon sent by 
choosing candidates who reflect their 
attachment to Canada,” he said. “We 
have decided to stay the coarse no mat- 
ter what political decisions the people of 
Quebec make for themselves.’ 

What appeared to be ta k i ng place, 
analy sts said, is that Quebeckers see this 
election as a vote on government, not on 
independence, so separatist emotions 
are in check. Bin voters want Mr. 
Bouchard to keep alive the possibility of 
sp nfher referendum on separation as a 
ty£fEif increasing the province’s iever- 
agc^Tiih Ottawa in upcoming discus- 
sions about changes m the -shape of 
Canadian "federalism. 



When the Elderly See No Way Out 

Undiagnosed Depression Is Fueling a Rise in Homicide-Suicides 


By Susan Levine 
and Annie Gowen 

Huihwzti n Post Sen (r«- 


Jean Charest, the Liberal Party leader in Quebec, meeting reporters after 
his party gave the separatists more trouble than they had expected. 


POLITICAL 


WASHINGTON — After 58 years of 
marriage, George and Elnor White died 
together sometime between cocktails 
and dinner. 

The friends who arrived die next 
morning, who waited outside a moment 
until they realized the from door was 
unlocked, found the two bourbon 
glasses George had filled. In the kitchen 
they discovered the skillet with the meat 
patties Elnor had been cooking. The 
stove was off. The television was on. 

The bodies were in the garage. 

Both of the Whites died Nov. 16 of 
single gunshots to the bead. Police in 
Baltimore County, Maryland, deter- 
mined that Elnor was killed by her hus- 
band whh his army-issue handgun from 
World War H, which be then turned on 
himself. Their children believe — and 
fervently hope — that she had no warning 
that Monday evening, no instant of terror 
before their faiher pulled the trigger. 

Their grief is laced with a bitter re- 
gret Despite her severe osteoporosis 
and other health problems, their mother, 
they say, still had living to do. 

But in homicide-suicides involving 
older couples, depression is often as 
much the killer as any ballet. With cruel 
speed, it transformed George Wendell 
White Jr. from one of Maryland’s most 
respected trial lawyers into a despairing, 
paranoid man, a man certain that the 
future held only penury and pain for 
himself and his wife. No balance sheet, 
no doctor, no loved one could convince 
him otherwise. 


“There was no wav out for my dad.” 
said one of his daughters. Wendy Gib- 
son. 

Statistics and headlines suggest that 
such tragedies are on ihe nse in the 
United States. 

A University of South Florida pro- 
fessor. Donna Cohen, is one of the few 
researchers tracking the rate of such 
violence, which she calls “stunning.” 
She disputes the frequent supposition 
Liu: husbands and wives make a pact, 
each unwilling in their love to go on 
without the other. Almost always, it is 
the man. despondent over poor health or 
a looming separation, or perhaps ex- 
hausted by the demands of caring for an 
ill spouse, who decides that only one 
solution remains. 

In Florida, where retirees make up 
about 20 percent of the population, an 
elderly homicide-suicide is reported on 
average at least once a month. Guns 
provide the means in nearly three-quar- 
ters of the cases. Nearly as often. Miss 
Cohen said, evidence indicates that the 
wives do not want ro be killed. 

“These are not crimes of love. These 
are crimes of desperation and depres- 
sion.” Miss Cohen said. They devastate 
families and communities alike, and she 
fears that in a rapidly aging society — 
one that tends to ignore or write off signs 
of mental illness among seniors — their 
incidence will increase. “It's what ap- 
pears to be a growing — and I say it 
quietly — epidemic.” 

This scenario may have been fore- 
shadowed for more than a decade. Hom- 
icide-suicide is a grim subset of suicide, 
and since 1980. reversing a 40-year 
decline, more and more of America's 


oldest citizens have been killing them- 
selves. Those 65 and over now have the 
highest suicide rate. White men 85 i years 
and over are at greatest risk, with an 
annua) rate of 68.2 deaths per 100,000 
people. 

"The elderly are more intent on their 
plans than younger people.” said Jane 
Pearson, who leads the Suicide Re- 
search Consortium at the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health. “That’s what 
makes it so lethal.” 

Chronic or serious illness is tile most 
common cause of depression in older 
people, and depression is the deadly 
undercurrent in the vast majority of sui- 
cides and homicide-suicides. Yet stud- 
ies show that the deceased rarely were 
under psychiatric care or taking an anti- 
depressant. in fact, their problems are 
seldom even diagnosed. 

According to Miss Cohen, primary- 
care physicians miss 80 percent of cases 
of depression in elderly patients. Either 
the doctors spend- too little time with 
them to plumb the depth of any mel- 
ancholy, she said, or like many people, 
young and old alike, they believe de- 
pression is an inevitable consequence of 
aging. 

"J never dreamed he would take my 
mother,” said Cindy White, younger 
daughter of George and Elnor. 

"My mother," her older sister added 
firmly, “was not ready to die." 

The newspaper obimary notice for 
"White Jr., George and Elnor” included 
mention of four grandsons, as well as 
“Bootsie. their beloved cat.” It asked 
that contributions be sent to a new fund at 
Johns Hopkins, the George and Elnor 
White Fund for Depression Research. 


Relief and Anger Over Ickes under seal. 


wanted more time. But the panel placed that filing 


(N) 


• WASHINGTON — Until Monday, Attorney General 
Janet Reoo had seemed to be edging closer toward 
seeking an .Independent prosecutor to investigate the 
statements ofHarold Ickes, afonner top presidential aide, 
about his efforts on behalf of the Teamsters union. 

But wavering on the final day of an inquiry limited 
by statute to 90 days, Ms. Reno invoked a provision of 
the independent prosecutor law dial allows her a one- 
time 60-day extension. 

That decision brought expressions of relief from 
White House aides, who reasoned that any decision 
not explicitly adverse to Mr. Ickes was favorable. 

.At Issue is whether Mr. Ickes, a former White 
House deputy chief of staff, lied on Sept 22. 1997, in 
. ^deposition to the Senate Governmental Affairs Com- 
mittee. The committee complained in its final report 
this year that Mr. Ickes had misled its investigators 
about his actions on behalf of the International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters. 

..; Republicans who have attacked Ms. Reno over her 
repeated refusal to seek independent counsels in cam- 
paign finance' cases kept up their criticism. 

“It should not take her half a year to figure out the 
obvious,” said Representative Dan Burton, Repub- 
lican of Indiana, chairman of the House Government 
Reform.and Overright Committee and one of the 
president’s fiercest critics. 

Of the options open to Ms. Reno, an extension had 
seemedthe least likely. In a legal brief filed with the 
id of appellate court judges that supervises in- 
rt counsel matters, she explained why she 


Unhappy Birthday to You 

WASHINGTON — Mike Espy, a former con- 
gressman and agriculture secretary once thought to be 
a rising political star, spent his 45th birthday in a 
federal courthouse hearing himself denounced by 
prosecutors as a corrupt official and praised by de- 
fense lawyers as a dedicated public servant- 

inclosing arguments before the case went to the jury 
on Monday. Donald Smaltz, an independent counsel, 
sought to portray Mr. Espy as thoroughly insensitive to 
ethics laws and regulations, someone who accepted 
gifts from companies and lobbyists who had business 
before the Department of Agriculture. Mr. Espy led the 
department in President Bill Clinton's first term until 
he was forced to resign in 1994. (NYT) 


Quote /Unquote 


General Charles Krulak, the commandant of the 
Marine Corps, on whether having a commander in 
chief who has admitted misleading the nation has had 
a corrosive effect on military discipline: "That is not 
to say we in die corps are naive enough to think people 
aren't talking about this. Let me tell you, they talk 
about everything. I mean it's no different than any 
other place. The question is, Do they act on what they 
talk about? The question is. Does it.undermine good 
order and discipline? I don’t see that" (NYT) 


PANEL: Republicans Widen Clinton Inquiry 


Cuba to Make Christmas Permanent 

Party Calls for Restoration of the Holiday, Abolished in 1970 


C c nyi t a ibyOirSuffFTBiaDtspacba 

HAVANA — Christmas in Cuba 
is Irick for good. 

The ruling Communist Party used 
die entire front page of Cuba's only 
daily newspaper, Granina, torecom- 
mend that A frbm tins year on.” Dec. 
25 should be a holiday in Cuba, 
formally re-establishing a custom 
that had been abolished in 1970. 

The proposal is sore to be adopted. 
The go vexnment granted a Christmas 
holiday last year as a one-time favor 
to Pope John Paul H, who visited in 
January. But at die time it balked at 
declaring die measure permanent 

The Cuban Roman Catholic 
Church, which has enjoyed better 
relations with the state since die 
Pope’s visit, welcomed the an- 
nouncement on Tuesday. 


“I think this is a positive step that 
corresponds to the population's re- 
ligions sentiment and a tradition that 
existed for a long time In Cuba,” 
said Orlando Marquez, a church 
spokesman. 

At the time the holiday was abol- 
ished, die government contended 
that it interfered with the mobiliz- 
ation of manpower for the sugar cane 
harvest The government then was 
avowedly atheist, and Christians 
were barred from being members of 
die Communist Party or of holding 
many sensitive jobs. Christmas trees 
were strongly discouraged. Many 
Cubans, however, continued to cel- 
ebrate Christmas in their homes. 

The party’s policy-making Polit- 
buro asserted Thesday that the gov- 
ernment of Fidel Castro had never 


ibeen anti-religious, although it said 
that Cuba’s “enemies" had ex- 
ploited religious sentiments for 
counterrevolutionary purposes. 

But the Politburo acknowledged 
in the proposal in Granma that the 
exclusion of believers from party 
ranks after Mr. Castro took power in 
1959 had been discriminatory. In 
recent years, the government has 
declared itself secular, dropped re- 
strictions on Christians and moved 
to improve ties with Cuban churches 
and other religions. 

The Politburo said the decision 
had been made bearing in mind “the 
unity of our people” and despite the 
accompanying "sacrifice of dozens 
of millions of pesos in salaries, 
goods and services not produced" 
on Dec. 25. (AJP, Reuters) 


Continued from Page 1 

tions of impeachable offenses by Mr. Clinton. 
“We are not participating in a wild goose 
chase.” he said. 

The committee remained on track, 
however, to vote next week on whether to 
recommend articles of impeachment against 
Mr. Clinton. A vote of the frill House is likely 
the following week. Mr. Hyde said that he 
planned to sock to that schedule. 

Mr. Lockhart, speaking from the White 
House, said that with the expansion of the 
inquiry. "Republicans in the House have fi- 
nally come clean about what they’re up to." 

The ostensibly “narrowly focused” inquiry 
into allegations raised by the independent coun- 
sel Kenneth Stan, he said, had been unmasked 
as "a partisan process designed to damage the 
, president and go after and investigate the pres- 
ident on any subject that they see fit.” 

The committee voted. 20 to 15. to subpoena 
the FBI director. Louis Freeh, and Charles La 
Bella, a Justice Department former senior 
prosecutor, to make closed-door depositions 
later this week. Both men have urged At- 
torney General Janet Reno to seek appoint- 
ment of an independent counsel to examine 
Mr. Clinton's fund-raising practices during 
the 1996 election campaign. 

The committee also subpoenaed Ms. Reno 
to produce unexpurgated copies of memor- 
andums Mr. Freeh and Mr. La Bella sent Ms. 
Reno. She had provided a redacted, or edited, 
version of the La Bella memorandum , which 
includes grand-jury information, to members 
of a separate House committee that concluded 
its inquiry of campaign finance abuses earlier. 

It appeared that lawyers for the Republican 
majority would first have to persuade a U.S. 
District Court judge, Norma Holloway John- 
son, to authorize Ms. Reno to provide the 
memorandum. She rejected a similar requesr 
Friday, saying the committee did not demon- 
strate a need for the document 

Representative Bill McCollum of Florida, a 
Judiciary Committee member, told CNN on 
Tuesday that “over-the-transom” sources 
had alerted the committee “that the unre- 
dacted memo shows that the president corn- 
mined criminal acts.” He did not say what 
those acts might be. 

But The New York Times quoted several 
law-enforcement officials as insisting that the 


Freeh and La Bella memorandums did not 
provide evidence of impeachable offenses. 

In a development that may cast light on the 
allegations against Mr. Clinton, auditors of 
the Federal Election Commission said Tues- 
day that Mr. Clinton had illegally exceeded 
agreed-on spending limits in 1996, and they 
recommended that he repay $7 million in 
taxpayer assistance. They also recommended 
that his Republican challenger. Bob Dole, 
repay S2.9 million for a similar violation of 
election laws, and SI 4.8 million for other 
misuse of funds. 

The six-member commission can accept, 
alter or reject the recommended figures. The 
auditors said that both candidates had illegally 
coordinated advertisements run by their parties 
with ads for their own candidacies, thereby 
exceeding spending limits they had agreed to 
when they accepted taxpayer assistance. The 
auditors said (hat 57 Democratic National 
Committee ads. paid for with funds that cannot 
be used (o promote an individual candidate, 
clearly identified President Clinton and "ap- 
peared to contain electioneering messages.” 

Republicans on the committee also approved 
a subpoena requiring Mr. Stair to furnish any 
documents or evidence related to John Huang, 
a key figure in the campaign finance scandal 
who was granted immunity by Mr. Starr. 

Democrats on the committee protested the 
expansion of the inquiry, saying they had 
learned of Republicans’ intentions only late 
Monday. Representative Charles Schumer. 
Democrar of New York, called on the in- 
coming speaker of the House, Representative 
Bob Livingston, “to step in and take control of 
this runaway train before we go over a cliff.” 

Meantime, the sharply divided committee 
heard from witnesses Tuesday who had been 
convicted of perjury in cases involving sexual 
relationships. One of them, Barbara Battalino. 
was a Veterans Affairs psychologist who is 
serving a home detention sentence after plead- 
ing guilty this year in a case in which she lied 
about a sexual relationship with a patient. 

"Because a president is not a king," she 
told the committee, “he or she must abide by 
the same laws as the rest of us." 

The White House called the hearing a 
"stunt," and Democrats on the committee 
said it was a staged melodrama intended not to 
determine the facts or illuminate points of law 
but to marshal more votes for impeachment. 
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Timing of China’s Move on Spratly s 
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By Michael Richardson 

Infcrwtional Humid Tribune 


SINGAPORE — ■ Despite its assur- 
ances of peaceful intent toward South- 
east Asia. China is enforcing its claim on 
much of the South China Sea at a time 
when its smaller neighbors are being 
forced to cut back military spending. 

This is raising suspicions, according 
to officials and analysts, that Beijing is 
taking advantage of an Asian financial 
crisis that has forced slower growth in 
military muscle and spawned less co- 
hesion among rival Southeast Asian 
claimants to islands in the same waters. 

The focus of regional concern centers 
on Mischief Reef, a part of the disputed 
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea 
that has again brought the Philippines 
and China to the point of confrontation. 

In a forceful reaffirmation of its rights 


in the area, China on Tuesday demanded 
the Immediate release of 20 Chinese 
fishermen detained on Sunday by the 
Philippine Navy near the reef, which 
both Beijing and Manila claim as pan of 
their territory. 

“We call on the Philippines to im- 
mediately release the Fishermen and take 
_______ effective measures to 

NEWS prevent such incidents 


claimed by the’Philippines. But the of- 
ficial. the presidential executive secre- 
tary, Ronaldo Zamora, said that similar 
incidents were bound to recur and that he 
expected the navy to continue arresting 
intruding fishermen. 

The Spratlys are claimed wholly or in 


f an by China, the Philippines. Vietnam, 
in wan, Malaysia and Brunei. All the 


A JVA i KK from happening again.' * 
AniAL ” B the Foreign Ministry 


spokesman. Tang Gnoqiang, said in 
Beijing. “We are seriously concerned 
about this.’ ’ 

Describing the arrests as “illegal.* * he 
also urged Manila to release the six 
impounded Chinese fishing vessels. 

A senior Philippine official saidTues- 
day that the fishermen would be released 
“after an appropriate time” and a lec- 
ture about not poaching in waters 


claimants, except Brunei, maintain 
armed garrisons on the islands they oc- 
cupy. The area, a valuable fishing 
ground, contains extensive reserves of 
oil and natural gas. 

On a visit to Singapore on Friday, 
China's defense minister, Chi Haorian, 
said that Beijing wanted to settle all 
territorial and maritime disputes in the 
South China Sea peacefully. 

He added, however, that the Spratly 
Islands, which the Chinese call the Nan- 
sha Islands, had been China's territory 


since ancient times and that China had 
“indisputable sovereignty over the is^ 
lands and the seas around them. ” 

A Western intelligence official said 
that as with China's policy toward Tai- 
wan, Beijing has refused to forswear the 
use of force to resolve territorial claims 
in the South China Sea. 

“In fact, China’s own territorial law 
charges the armed forces with enforcing 
territorial claims in the South China 
Sea," he said. 

The official added that the fact that 
major sea lanes pass near die Spratly 
. Islands made the potential for conflict 
there a matter of strategic significance 
and concern to the United States. 

* ‘China continues to pursue maritime 
dominance at die same time that im- 
provements in the naval forces of 
ASEAN have been severely retarded by 
the financial crisis,’' the official said. 


referring to . 

Association of South 

■ The Philippines has ‘one of tbe.weak- 
est navies and. air forces in Southeast 
Asia w bile. China, which, has been teas 
harmed by the financial turmoil and'ettv- 

nomic slowdown in. East Asia dwn . its 
neighbors, is. continuing its military 
modernization program. 1 

Tension between China, and tbe-Phu- 


of sending armed naval ships to die area 
to'build what it said -were permanent- 


structures For possible military use; It 
detailed photographs to sup- 


China Favors Education 
In Fight Against AIDS 


Reuters 

BEIJING — China marked World 
AIDS Day on Tuesday by unveiling an 
ambitious program to curb the spread of 
HIV. amid dire predictions the country 
could suffer a devastating epidemic if 
nothing is done. 

The program aims to limit the spread 
of HIV. the virus that causes AIDS, in 10 
years through improved education about 
sexually transmitted diseases, the of- 
ficial Xinhua press agency said. 

It said the rapid growth of sexually 
transmitted diseases “had sounded an 
alarm bell for AEDS control in China, 
even though the majority of current HTV 
carriers were infected by sharing con- 
taminated needles.” 

The plan attributed China’s AIDS 
crisis to a rise in intravenous drug use 
and prostitution among rural youth and 
migrant workers, many of whom lack 
even basic knowledge of HIV. 

On Monday, a senior Beijing-based 
World Health’Organization official cau- 
tioned of a drastic rise in the number of 
victims in China. 

“If no action is taken, if there is not 
active educadon. there could be 10 mil- 


lion by 2000 if effective action was not 
taken. 

: are short of knowl- 


“ Ordinary people an 
edge abour AIDS, *’ said Wu Ztrayou. an 
AIDS ex nen at the Chit 


)S expen at the Chinese Academy of 
Preventive Medicine. 

“Half of them believe shaking hands 
or eating together could transmit HTV 
and 60-70 percent believe a mosquito 
bite would infect them with the virus." 

■ Asian Nations Sound the Alert 


lion HIV cases by the year 2010," said 
tchnic 


the WHO technical officer, Alan 
Schnur. 

In early November, the Ministry of 
Health said the country had 1 1 .170 con- 
firmed HTV cases. Of those infected, 338 
had developed full-blown AIDS and 184 
had already died. 

The virus was spreading quickly in 
southern 


Government officials and health ad- 
vocates in Asia marked World AIDS 
Day with calls for urgent efforts to stop 
the spread of the disease. The Associated 
Press reported. 

In Japan, the Health Ministry organ- 
ized rallies and charity concerts in a 
central Tokyo square to publicize the 
threat of AIDS and demonstrate support 
with those suffering from the disease. 

In Hong Kong, bars, restaurants and 
nightclubs banded out coasters encour- 
aging safe-sex practices. 

In India, which with 3 to 5 million 
HIV-infected people has been among 
the hardest-hit nations, hundreds of 
school children marched beside pros- 
titutes in the capital to draw attention to 
the epidemic. 



Irtdn-k. UmWKralrn 

A volunteer handing out leaflets on AIDS in Beijing on Tuesday. - 


produced 
.port its case. . 

‘ ‘ ‘There is a frontic.Tmassiye construc- 
tion going on," said the Philippine de- 
fease- secretary, Orlando Mercado. 

‘They’re putting up barrack^. There are 
cement structures tmr are a precursor of 
possible piers. Later on, they will have 
the capability to berth some of their 
biggest ships." 

He asserted that the Chinese intent 
was to “reiterate their claim drat the 
entire South C hina Sea is a Chinese 
lake.” • ' 

Mischief Reef is. only 185 nautical 
miles west of the Philippines. It is many 
times that distanc e from Hainan Island, 
the most southerly undisputed Chinese 
territory in the South China Sea. 

BeijmgrejectedMamla’sprotest and 
refused to remove the? facilities, saying 
they were fishermen shelters that- had 
been damaged by storms and needed 
repair. . 

China_bmlt die first of the structures 
on the reef in 1995, prompting outrage in 
the Philippines ana a confrontation be- 
tween Chinese and Philippine naval ves- 
sels that stopped just snort of an ex- 
change of fire. 

‘‘Neither China npr-the Philippines 
want to see conflict erupt in the area," 
said Ralph Cossa, executive director of 
the Pacific Forum CSIS think tank in 
Honolulu. “But unilateral miiitaiycon- 
struction activity is one of a wide range 
of precipitating actions dial could lead 
the region into a conflict no one de- 
sires.” . 

He said that military ships from op- 
posing sides patrolling in disputed areas 
could easily get into an exchange of 
gunfire, which could further escalate in- 
to naval engagements. 

“Some nations may find it difficult to 
hack down gracefully from such stand- 
offs in claimed sovereign territory Mr. 
Cossa added. 


40 Hurt as Monks Fight at Seoul Temple 


China's eastern and 


boomrowns, with Guangdong province 
recording 100 new HIV < 


cases in 1998, 
bringing the total number of people in- 
fected to 402, provincial health officials 
said. Beijing has posted a three-fold in- 
crease in infections from the previous 
year. 

In eastern Shanghai, the number of 
confirmed HTV carriers leapt more than 
30 percent to 183 this year, official tal- 
lies showed. 

Health officials said the actual num- 
ber of HIV patients in China could be as 
high as 300,000 because only blood 
donors along with high-risk groups such 
as prostitutes and drug addicts had been 
tested. 

The ministry also predicted that the 
number of HIV cases would top 1 mil- 


The Ass tt: Li ted Press 

SEOUL — Nearly 40 people were 
injured, some seriously, as rival 
Buddhist monks fought through the 
night Tuesday for control of a temple in 
central Seoul- 

Most of the injured were mainstream 
monks who tried to regain control of 
Chogye Temple’s administrative build- 
ing. which has been held by dissident 
monks for three weeks. 

The police said one Buddhist man was 
hospitalized with serious head injuries 
suffered during the clashes, which began 
Monday afternoon and continued until 
early Tuesday morning. 

The temple, headquarters of the 
largest Buddhist order in South Korea, 
was turned into a battleground by hun- 
dreds of gray-robed monks as they threw 


empty bottles and wielded clubs. The 
Chogye order has often been engulfed in 
leadership struggles. 

The latest dispute was over an attempt 
by the head of the order. Song Wol Ju, to 
seek a third four-year term. Opponents 
seized his office early this month, ef- 


appoint 1,700 monks to various duties. 

The latest confrontation occurred as 
about 2,000 monks from across the coun- 
try attempted to regain control of the 
temple and its administrative building. 

About 800 monks holed up inside the 


fectively blocking his re-election, 
lie 


up! 

building repelled the attack by spraying 


A rule stating that the order’s chief 
monk cannot serve more than two terms 
was enacted in 1994 in an attempt to 
prevent the office from' wielding too 
much power. Mr. Song has said ihe rule 
could not be applied in his case, because 
his first term, in the early 1980s. was 
interrupted by a dispure with ihe tftea- 
militarv government. 

The’ bead of the order controls an 
annual budget of $9.2 million, millions 
of dollars in property' and has the right to 


fire extinguishers and hoses and hurling 
rocks and furniture. 

After the invading monks withdrew at 
dawn Tuesday, the temple grounds were 
strewn with broken bottlfcs, sticks, 
burned furniture and garbage. 

About 1,200 riot police stood by but 
did not intervene. Past police interven- 
tions in religious disputes have embar- 
rassed the force. 

With 8 million followers. Buddhism 
is the largest religion in this nation of 44 
million people. 



C»™> Turn Kxmg/Afmcc Pnccc-Proo* 

A wounded monk escaping the 
Chogye Temple fray early Tuesday. 
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EU Plans Talks 
With North Korea 


BRUSSELS — Official of the 
European Dnian and Ninth Korea 
will hold their first ta!fe : herc.W«t- 
• oesday on Issues ranging from hu- 
man ngb$s to food aid to security on 1 

the Korean Peninsula. » * * 

. . ■ • “We are quite pleased NorihKjCh • 
rea. ; has agreed .to. debate a ’bread . 
agenda of issues?’ an EtT spokes- 
man said Tuesday,- adding that the 
EU Wanted to. see whether : Euro- 
. peans could have a regular political 
dialogue with North Korea. ' . " l-L 

- EU representatives wiliinclude 
officials from Austria, Britain apd 
Germany and the director-general ' 
of theEuropean Commission’s for- ^ 

eigh affairs office, -Percy We&er-.^ 

lund.ofSvfodaL'r . 

•The spokesman wot^oot spec- 
ulate oa why North Korea had agreed 
to' talks 'ana. could nor give, a hat of 
North Kcsean partkapams. “ ‘{AP) ’ 


Burma Bars Visas 
For U.1C Officials 


: LONDON — ®iramawi&iirfB» 
visas to British ministers arid gov- 
ernment officials: .who want to visit 
the country, Britain's fxtffejigtrQf- 
ficesaid Tuesday.Theofficraksakl 
the ban did not apply to other Euro- 
pean Union countries- ; ‘ ‘ ■ 

Fraeign Office offichtb said 
reganled die move, vrtrich was- ’ 
effect immediately, as an adu- ..^ 
edgment of Britain’s leafing fqte m 
pushing Burma to improve lumas' 
rights arid start taUcing with oppo- 
sition leaders such as Daw'AurigSaa 
Sun Kyi; Her party, the NanopaL- 
League for .Democracy , won t fie East : 
free elections, in 1990, and sbefij#.: 
since laded, harassment by the un- 
itary government, which refased tb ; 
accept the result * . - (RfWePsi - 


Warning by Bhutto 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - 
Framer ■ Prime ' ^Minister- Benazir 


was ^-tgr^^ndidal system 

. In a letter to 'lAejS^ST toman- V 
rights- groups as weftas several heads 
of state. Miss said Prime,' 

Minister Nawaa Sharif’s govern-, 
meat was intent on iniposing 
Taleban-llke syspa of justice’^ on 
Pakistan.' Miss Bhritzo has been’ a 
vocal opponent; Mr. Sharif’s ef-y^’ 

fnrtc let nact a mn d r m rinnal amend- *1“ • . 


forts topaSsa cp&stitational amend 

meat to bring? isfamic rale to 
Pakistan. The k&fr ttoasc of Par- 
‘ tiament already tras' approved die 
amendment ■. ; ' (AP) 


Huh Sen Sets Goal 


PHNOM PENH Prime. Min-, 
'ister Hun Seii said Tuesday that 

Cambodia wantedpeaceful settle- 

mentstoborder disputes arid that die 
country’s admission to the Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
.would facihtatesolutions. 

Mr. Iffan Seti was sworn in as 
•prime ’minister Monday after the : 

National Assembly passed a vote of j 

•confidence in him mid his new co-^i 
alition government. . ■ (ReuieismL 


CHINA: Beijing Arrests 2 Who Seek to Form an Opposition Party 


Continued from Page 1 


carry sentences of three to 10 years, but 
that can be longer if the criminal is 
considered a leader in serious anti-gov- 
ernment activity. 

Three other Democratic Party mem- 
bers were also arrested Monday, ac- 
cording to the Information Center for 
Human Rights and Democratic Move- 
ment in China. 

Although the fledgling China Demo- 
cratic Party was not specifically men- 
tioned in any of the arrests it was clearly 
the ultimate target. 

All of the men have been involved in 
repeated unsuccessful efforts to register 
the Party with Chinese authorities in 
recent months. 

Miss He said that when the police 
ransacked Mr. Xu’s home, “when they 
found things related to the China Demo- 
cratic Party, the went through them very 
carefully and then took them away." 

Chinese leaders have not commented 


directly on the party. But just last week, Li 
bead of the National People's 


Peng, the 

Congress, pointedly told the business 
magazine Handelsblatt that groups which 
"seek a multiparty system and try to 


negate the leadership of the Communist 
Party, will nor be allowed to exist” 

The China Democratic Party has been a 
persistent source of irritation and anxiety 
for the Chinese leaders over die past six 
months, a buzzing mosquito whose bite is 
probably harmless, but which is rarely 
silent and never seems to go away. 

Composed of dissidents from more 
than a dozen Chinese cities, its members 
have had almost weekly run-ins with the 
government in one city or another as they 
have tried time and time again to gain 
some official recognition for their party, 
mostly by trying to register it with local 
officials; patty members have also tried to 
run in village' elections. Its. has been a 
small but remarkably coordinated effort 
in a country that normally takes great 
pains to isolate its political dissidents. 

Of course, cone of the Democratic 
Party’s efforts to gain recognition have 
been successful, and many have resulted 
in brief detentions by local policemen 
and warnings that the party is illegal. But 
party members like Mr. Xu and Mr. Qin 
nave been unwilling to take “no" for an 
answer, and when they hit one dead end 
they back up and head out in another 
direction. 


Some are undertaking hunger striker 


bgl 

to protest thederetmqn of party members 
in distant cities. In lake October, Mr. Xu 
theamcaBy armpnnced that he wasjtian- 
ningcoset off on a drive from Beijing to 
eastern Shandong Province to show sup- 
port -for a party member there whose 
wife had been, dismissed from her job 
arid whose phone and electricity, had 
been tamed off by local auriiorities. . - • 
On Nov. 8,' long after they had , been 
warned by amhorities that their pursuits 
were pointless and iBegai, 53 Democratic 
Party members — including Mr. Xi 
Mr. Qin . — jointly applied to GjjW$ 
central Stare Council for pemria^fcro 
work on.forming a new party, saia 
Information Center of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in China, a Hong 

- The party', wjjo^^daws 
democratic ideals from elected 
to free speech, maintains tear 
Chinese Constitution does not. specif- 
ically forbid alternate political parties. 
Its organizers add that since €&£ a 

signed the International Covenant -.bp 

Political and Human Rights this fall, 
government should let die activists ' 
their say, as respectful opponents.'- 




ASIA: UN Agency Sees Social Effects of Economic Crisis Jfbrsenihg 


Continued from Page 1 


nibutions. Workers in Tunisia, Algeria 
and Brazil — all poorer per-capita than 
Malaysia — have access to some form of 
unemployment insurance. 

Even in some of Asia's richest econ- 
omies. proposed wage cuts have 
threatened to cause major social or eco- 
nomic dislocations. With Hong Kong’s 
economy shrinking by 7 percent a vear 
and unemployment at a 15-year high of 
5.3 percent, 12.000 workers at Hong 
Kong Telecom in September threatened 
industrial action after management an- 
nounced a 10 percent pay cut. 

When the government of Hong Kong 
appeared to back the workers, manage- 
ment proposed a series of performance; 
based bonuses for.all staff and increased 
the amount of consultation with workers 
over pay levels. 

In cases of pay cuts, as opposed to 
outright dismissals, Mr. Lee said, “you 


can’t do that in a vacuum' without par-' 
licipation, without consultation.” 

In Asia, ‘ "even if most of the countries 
return to slight positive growth by the 
end of 1999, the social crisis will still 
continue," he added. “It's probably go- 
ing to get worse before it gets better.” 

In many countries, the. reduction in 
excess capacity and the hquidatioa of 
insolvent banks. and companies ^ havt 
barely begun. Countries such as .Thai- 
land and Indonesia are struggling with 
new bankruptcy laws and with court 
systems that are used to dealing with 
commercial mailers in years of decades, 
instead of months. . . ■ ;<• . 

“Without unempioyinert_iasurance,; 
every restructuring is 'a tife'-and-death 
issue for people," Mr.- Doohan said. 
“This. nuns, it into an economic death 
sentence.’ 


last month announced a' multibiBtoS- ; 
dollar ^sfccuttitig package ihai^cwi)^ 
reduc&the average resjdmt’sindtimQl^ “ 
at least j5 percent, but few plawss icAsia . 
have 'the land of social cohesion seeaTF . 


that prosperous city-state. 
Mr.Lee’sr ' 




There have been examples of wage- 
reductions and major restructuring: car-, 
ried out peacefully in Asia. Singapore 


Lee’s- reportTejects taeid^thav ' 

because tinem^oyment irisurto^ jP 1 ^ " 

grams woulcftake 18 itioiitiisofmraeW'/ 
set up, . there is not’ much poipt’in.fc^? ' 

- tabtismng them as rite economic- crisis 
begins to resolve itself. . ' •■•-?'• * 

As Asianu^idiifcmove towanL 
value-added manufachiringafldl 
more seryice-oriented, labor 
rise, and mdastry wiU food gi\ ., „ . 
to have flexible labor, forces, bewo 
; As to the argnmeiit that 
knit families toe- sufficienMo- tsL 
. place of income, insananbe, .lro 
answered th^ Ae la^e .rise m^ 

Ivtiooal "safe# r f 
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channel. We're on 


's happening in the 


bringing youtl^new^nwhat': 
a! WictniMt the verv itiintife It • happens; * < 


WbHd pf biflnWi the Veiy *ntm^e:»?happens; <we were the first 
' •'.television channel to brecik'.^i^^botit the BP-Amoco merger), 
whHe our "Ticker" shows any clwmg^s^M the key Indicators ck the 

* * * . * . .V • ‘.TIvYI. ** *\ '* ♦ 

world's markets. We don't |ust report bn the 


We conduct live interviews with 
the most influential people in world 
business today: Mark Moody-Stuart 
of Royal Dutch/Shell Group, Andy 
Grove of Intel and Juergen Schrempp 




news « of Daimler-Benz A.G. to name but a few. CNBC is a service of NBC and 

and we give in-depfha«ai^^^ effects. Dow Jones, which gives us access to the unrivaile* expertise and authority 

/• : : 7 : Vr V; of the best business journalists and reporters in the world. CNBC reaches 

more than 175 million offices, hotels and households vybrW-wide. That's a lot 
of people with the edge on what's happening in the world of business. 

.... ..... Shouldn't yoii be one of them? 

«w 

RvailaDle sn Came. Satellite and nou Blptal 

First in Business Television Worldiuifle 
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In France, Even for the Jobless, Tis the Season to Be Striking 


briefly 



By Craig R. Whitney 

New Yurt Times Sen-ice 


PARIS — French train conductors 
say they’re lonely, so they've been on 
strike since Thursday, disrupting long- 
distance rail service in many parts of the 
country. 

French journalists say their 
paychecks don’t buy as much as they 
used to, so they went on strike Tuesday 
— not against their newspapers and 
television and radio stations but against 
an often-postponed government plan to 
do away with a special tax deduction of 
up to 50,000 francs ($8,850) that they 
have enjoyed since 1934. 

The long-term unemployed, who 
closed state job offices last Christmas 
and went on strike for higher benefits, 
occupied an unemployment office 
Monday where last year’s movement 


began, in Marseille, demanding a 
Christmas bonus of 3,000 francs like the 
one they got last year. 

The French have been taking to the 
streets since the Revolution more than 
200 years ago, usually to demand some- 
thing from the state — not surprisingly, 
since government spending amounts to 
about 56 percent of gross domestic 
product in France, compared to about 4 1 
percent in the United States. 

The end of the year, when the days 
become short, cold and gray, brings’ a 
spate of labor disputes and visions of 
paralyzing national shutdowns like the 
three-week public transportation strike 
in 1995 that sealed the political fate of a 
conservative government that tried to 
reduce pension benefits. 

The latest strike on the state-owned 
railroad system isn't anywhere near that 
big, but the 1 1 ,000 conductors have kept 


up steady pressure ro try to force the 
network to hire more of diem. 

A union conductor in Bordeaux. 
Sauveur Ventura, told Agence France - 
Presse that it was sometimes a lonely 
job with lots of responsibilities but 
nobody- to talk to except passengers. 

"In addition, we're also attacked by 
customers who complain about fares 
being raised.” Mr. Ventura com- 
plained. 

(Agence France-Presse itself was 
largely shut Tuesday because of the 
journalists' strike.) 

The 182,000 railroad workers run 
some of the world’s fastest, cleanest and 
sleekest trains, and these days they 
work, indirectly, for a Communist, the 
minister of transport. Jean-Claude 


next year, as some have already been 
doing for years. 

But the train conductors are also 
striking to make sure the enterprise ne- 
gotiates work-week reductions serious- 

iy- 

Louis Gal lots, the technocrat and 
former aerospace executive in charge of 
the railroad, said last week that his em- 
ployees accounted for 20 to 30 percent 
of all working days lost to strikes in 
France. 


That may not be true of journalists* 
jfessif 


whose profession is one of 73 that en- 
joyed special tax breaks that a con- 
servative government decided three 
years ago to try to abolish- * 
Journalises, including foreign corre- 
spondents based in France, are allowed 
to reduce their taxable income by 30 
percent (but by. no more than 50,000 
francs) for nouitemizable professional 
expenses. 


"It's the way the enterprise resolves 
conflicts,’' 


Print and broadcasting employees* 
ionTues- 


Gayssot, under a Socialist government 
that promises to reduce the 


working 

week for all of them to 35 hours starting 


its internal conflicts,” he complained. 

"Everybody lives off strikes: the 
hierarchy, the administration, the staff 
and the labor unions." 

Even though fewer than 10 percent of 
all workers in France belong to labor 
unions, opinion polls show that the 
French people as often as not sym- 
pathize with them. 


unions called for a demonstration 
day afternoon in front of Parliament to 
get it to think again about the latest plans 
for a cut 

But, since many newspapers won’t 
appear Wednesday morning and French 
all-news radio was broadcasting only 
music on Tuesday, some people will 
never quite know why the strike took 
place. 


Soccer in Istanbul Turns 
Into a Political Football 


By Stephen Kinzer 

Nnr York Tunes Service 


ISTANBUL — The bitter political 


feud between Turkey and Italy hangs 

1 1st 


like a threatening cloud over an Istanbul 
soccer stadium where Turkish and Itali- 
an teams will meet Wednesday night. 

Many Turks are furious ar Italy for its 
refusal to extradite a Kurdish guerrilla 
leader, Abdullah Ocalan, who was ar- 
rested last month when he attempted to 
enter Italy with a false passport. They 
have bunted Italian flags, staged rowdy 
protests in from of Italian diplomatic 
missions and called for boycotts of Itali- 
an goods. 

In response, Italy has sought and won 
support from the European Union. Itali- 
an leaders say they cannot extradite Mr. 
Ocalan for trial in Turkey because their 
constitution forbids sending criminal 
suspects to countries where they could 
face execution. 

Emotions were running so high Iasi 
week that die European soccer feder- 
ation granted an appeal by the Italian 
champion, Juventus, to postpone its 
planned match last Wednesday against 
the Turkish champion, Galamaray. 
Turkish newspapers reacted with out- 


"I don’t think we will be risking our 
lives by going there, but the situation 
will certainly not be anything normal,” 
said die Juvenrus goalkeeper and team 
spokesman. Angelo Penizzi. "We have 
been more or less forced to go and play! 
but we are very worried," 

The president of the Turkish Soccer 
Federation. Haluk Ulusoy, said he 
would personally welcome Juventus 
players at the Istanbul airport when they 
arrive Wednesday. The minister of 
sport, Yucel Seckiner, said he would 
attend the match and invired his Italian 
counterpart to join him. 

Even before the Ocalan affair promp- 
ted the postponement last week. Ju- 
ventus had plenty of purely soccer rea- 
sons to be worried about meeting 
Galatasaray, Reuters reported. Juventus 
goes into the clash after a disappointing 
spell in which it has drawn four con- 
secutive Champions League games and 
needs a victory in Istanbul to keep alive 
its hopes of reaching the European Cup 
quarterfinals. 



Istanbul’s major newspapers pub- 
their Tuesday 


raged headlines like "Postponement 
Sc 


Scandal!" and “Juventus Is Scared!” 

Tempers have cooled somewhat in 
the intervening days, but not enough for 
some Juventus players. Several of them, 
including a star of this year’s World Cup 
competition, Zinedine Zidane, have 
said that they fear what awaits the team 
in Istanbul and that they wish the match 
could be moved to a neutral country. 



Zidane. We are your guarantee.” De- 
spite these assurances, Juventus decided 
not to arrive in Istanbul for a day of 
practice before the match, as is cus- 
tomary. 


lished appeals to fans in 
editions. "Always remember that the 
slightest incident will bring rhunder 
from around the world.” one paper 
wrote. 

Another published an Italian-lan- 
guage banner headline on its front page 
that said simply: "Benvenuto Ju- 
ventus.” 

A third said in an editorial: "The world 
is watching Turkey because of the match 
being played tomorrow evening. Let us 
embarrass ail of those who expect trou- 
ble. Let die world see the common sense 
and maturity of the Turkish people.” 

To protect against incidents, the 
Turkish police plan a mobilization they 
call “zero-risk security” that exceeds 
even that given to visiting heads of st3te. 
Police commanders said 14,000 officers 
and cadets would be deployed in and 
around the stadium. 


ROMANIANS’ DAY — Troops at National Day festivities Tuesday marching past the marble palace in 
Bucharest erected by Nicolae Ceausescu. It was the biggest military parade since he was overthrown in 1989. 


Switzerland and EU Reach Alpine Truck Deal 


Reuters 

BRUSSELS — Switzerland said on 
Tuesday it had reached a deal with the 
European Union on Alpine transport, 
lifting the main obstacle to a long- 


sought trade and cooperation pact with 


the 


ransportl 

ger of Switzerland said Italy, whose 
haulers must cross the Alps to take their 
goods to northern Europe, had chal- 
lenged every aspect of the Swiss pro- 
posals. but that the “cornerstones” had 
remained intact. 

Under the deal, still to be passed by 
EU foreign ministers, Switzerland 


agrees to phase out by 2005 its ban on 
EU transit trucks of over28 tons, instead 
levying tolls based on levels of en- 
vironmental damage they cause. 

The pact also clears the way for EU 
transport ministers to agree later on an 
environment-based truck charging sys- 
tem for the EU states, said Alexis 
Lautenberg, Switzerland's ambassador 
to the EU. 

Switzerland also agreed not to im- 
pose its maximum levy on transit trucks, 
averaging 200 Ecus, before the com- 
pletion of a new Alpine rail tunnel in 
2006 or 2007. "I think the compromise 
on the levy was the thing that made the 


difference,” a Swiss diplomat said. 

In return. Bern won the right to keep 
its post-transition regime as it originally 
proposed, with tolls averaging 200 
Ecus, a ban on trucks traveling at night . 
and a safeguard clause allowing the 
authorities to raise the levies by 12.5 
percent twice in five years if road traffic 
rose to intoierable^evels. 

As well as road and air transport, the 
planned trade and cooperation pact, 
which Switzerland and the EU nave 
been negotiating since 1995, covers ag- 
riculture, research, public procurement, 
mutual recognition of standards and free 
movement of persons. 


France and U. S . " 
To Explore Mars } 


,s 0 PP° f 

** * i Ott * 




PARIS -r- France and die United 
Stares have signed an agreement to 
send a joint space mission to Max? 
in 2005, designed to bring back to 
Earth the first samples of the plan- 
et's surface. 

... France will contribute 25 billion 
francs ($440 million) to the cost of 
the project, said Claude Alfegre, 
minis ter for education, research 
and technology in France. -■ 

The European Ariane-5- rocket 
will launch me Mars mission. , . . 

. tf the mission is successful, .-it. 
wlH be the first time samples from 
another planet have been brought 
back to. earth. _ fAFP) 


Brussels SeesE]U}h 
Free of Rabies . ; v: 


BRUSSELS .4- 'The Eurowaui 
Commission bad good news Taes^. 
day for pet lovejsjplanniagtoiudvft 
to Britain or Ireland: Rabies. wHV 
soon-disappear from tbeEU.v&ich 
may prod both countries toebd- 
their tough pet quaran tine laws!. . 

"It can lx: confidently predicted 
rabies will be elimihated:fron> dty _ 
EU within tire not too distant fife , 
hire,” the commission saidJ 
lire commission granted , 53.5 . 
million to a campaign to eradicate; 
rabies altogether and contribute to 

riving in Britain and IreianJ^ 5 -4 _ 

. Newcomers there must currently, 33 
board their pets for six montfe in; + 
quarantine, which pet lovers say is; 1 ' 
expensive and crueL , fAP) : 
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Kosovo Tension 
Over Police Site 




*21 


MAUSEYO. Serbia — JPresKj 
dent Slobodan Milosevic \0f.4 
Yugoslavia has refused to order 
Serbian police to abandon a key 
position in Kosova that is fright- 
ening hundreds of ethnic Albanians 


from returning home, diplomats 

-say. ' • 

The police presence appears-to 
breach the ceasefire deaf brokered 
in mid-October by die U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke. (Reurers) 


Habsburg Ta 



on Th esday called , on Kail Habs- 
burg, grandson of the last Austro^ 
Hungarian emperor, foies^rr from 
tire European Parliament over; 
charges thk he fuhnded charitable 
donations into fiis election cam-. 


ie_ grandson, who represents 
the conservative People’s Party in 
Europe! denies any wrongdoing. " 
(Reuters) 
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Christmas Gifts 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS. Opal, Sapphire. 
Emerald handmade jewtlery, modest 
prices. For catalogue contact Vtrgogero. 
Ucftftna 18 A. CZ-31217 Pfeen. 


Announcements 


BAREME AS 24 

AU 2 DECENSHE 1998 
ftn Hots TVA an t&vse focafe 
(traduction ifcpoftfe sir donanfe) 
tentof fes terms aramews 


FRANCE (zone Q an FF8-TVA 2QJ5% 
GO 3.47 FOtr: 2.04 

SOT: 5, 17 SCSP. 5JXJ 


UX none B) en rt- TVA 17.5% (fad 3%) 
GO QS6E0 FOtr 03476 


ALLEMAGNET bone I) DM* • TVA ujfc 

IBB; 

GO. Q31 SCSP: 125 

MAXt 

GO- ftW SCSP- 136 


BELS0UE en FB/I - TVA 21% 

GO 19.BZ FDD Oftffl 
SOT 31,2* SCSP- 29,3 


H0LLAIBE (zoneS^ NLGA ■ TVA 
Mi 30111/1998 

GO. 1,181 R». 1723 
SOT 1J47 SCSP 1.736 


LUX9GJ0UBG en LUfil - TVA (» 
GO: 17390 


KPAGHE (zone A) en PTAS/MVA 16% 
GO 79 SB 

SOT. 98.19 SCSP. 10155 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA. Tefc 713 - 3374. 
Are yw sad or mmsn Ur»)y or de- 
pressed? Are you tespaktag or suoBp 
h helps lo talk about t Rhone. 
BEfflfiflJBB in total nteenee. Mon- 
Fa 930 an ■ 1 pm and way Gar 6-50 

pm- 10pm 


FSLItG km? - Hg«ig prtOlans? SOS 
HELP ens&ftie m Engfiih. Ran 1PM to 
IWtt. Tflt Pans » 23 80 W 


Wines & Spirits 


CLASSIC AUSTRALIAN WMES: Direct 
access to the finest wrtao a ercep- 
tkn) pneas. Wort Ma ddny. Webste 
mm.nnare«tnOM3.comau or letto 
fil 2 9475 0031 for OIT West tftr. 


Tender Notices 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
FOB THE TAKE ova OF 
tWCAP SOFTWARE SA 
CspSal - FF14.I08.580 
Headquanns «i FRWCE 
LEVALLriS PEFlflET (92S30) 

720 w Jean Jam 
Acfiwtw Solware erSan & 
rimvbcn jysans caoopapriy 
Pereotma 101 empbyees. 

3 sutsSaur 

USA - GERMANY - ENGLAND 
ftnenue - as of DeceRtKr 319 1997 

FF 45333.482 
As n* Decanter 31st 1396 

ftusum 

Legal late w. Nweitn 25. i398 


The legal admosuaBr dmbs al 
canSOm fftresJiM h buying Ob 
eompanr tt preset ther oreis to . 




UaUre Francois ACOU. 

nknstrator, * to TlwS*. 
an. Geones CtensBcesu, 
9Z745 NANTCHBE CEDE3L 
Tel +33 ®1 41 77 62 2P 
Fn +33 (0)1 41 37 62 21 


Leg ai Services 


PARALEGAL AMERICAN, French- 
5putog. srperisnoed. reeks Saison cm 
tract work between Euro pe and USA. 
Cal L Andes in Wmaco +37733506500 
thru Dec 5 or Fn 4042623732 USA. 


DIVaftCE 1-0AY CERTIFIED Cal or 
Fax O09| 922-3815 300 S Ht^land 
Sjr. Ave.,Sie. 6C »U3^annng. CA 
92220 USA mb* (fvORB«sp<yne<uni 


ESTABLISHED AMERICAN LAWYERS 
Antife (Or Consuaftm on US Ley* 
Manem. In London cd AHTi) 491-9616. 
In New York, cal £121 34+TWf 


DIVORCE H 1 DAY. No travel Write: 
Bn 377. SuSwy. UA 01778 USA. Tet 
978M4M387. Fmc 97544M1SI 


EWOPEAM PASSPORTS. FiSf Rwre 
aue. S27500 + Btperws. Absoktffl «- 
notion Tfll +44 7899 700473 


International 
Herald Tribune 
ads work 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


Paris and Suburbs 


LEI 

5 mm HER - 20 min I 
and CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT 


Very tigh class estate 450 som toing 


space, i kKhens wm kounus Nnrgs 
3 tr a ttiiax us . summer gaOen 
Start mom. png peng. sauna. 

930 sqm landstaped groums 
o Does Perfea raaw 
Pro FF 5000000 

♦33 (0)1 43 21 36 63 - 06 11 05 56 64 


USA Residential 


NYC SOHO /TR1BECA 

BL 0 CKFR 0 W EXCLUSIVE! 

75.000+ sq.Jt. 

262 write Rivg Vkws 
HOTEL-RESDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 


Jnsetfi UreoU 212-5»«0l i314 
LEE ODELL REAL ESTATE 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Area furnished 





ktod acOTtmodarcn sruon-5 tsdram 


Quetiry 3X savKfi asured 
— ©Vi 


f^AOY TO MOVE H 
Tel *33(0)1 4312503G Fa*iQ»4312S9H 


PARIS 7ft, MYALSS5 • PrestKjeiG 
tMUng. 100 sqm PerthouSa. tenace. 
1 tearoom, nmm space WWfc 
or mgrAiv Fa .3 ioji 40 56 31 n 
E-fltaf to^srCcUHKanert 



Paris Area Furnished 

AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 

Speca&sts. 

npastirt ajanmsrts. 3 mortis ar more 
or urturestvd resdenot am 

Tel: +33 ( 0)1 42 25 32 25 

Far *33 (0)1 <S 63 37 OS 

CLOSE LOUVRE funster! & equupfld 
s-jiz sscsless Sfiotitong tern Owner 

7ft -3j 11)1112962967. tax 10)1^2614724 

IE SAINT LOUS, EXCEPTIONAL ore 

s/L Sa 'o rem cr tor ale. beaulAi tor- 
.-nsted Oana- Ta/ +33 (0l7 56 24 82 ?7 

Paris Area Unfurnished 

PLACE VEND 0 ME " 

scettonal Etogance. Ot®y 

Difilw 4 tetowtns • rrBOOOO nJuten 
crapes Tel: +33 {0)1 45 61 62 61. 

Spain 

LARGE CHALET. Located m ortasre 
iHidentei area ot uadnd Lunmousiy 
honied SUM 0m rend. 510.003 pet 
rjrah Tstrar lor detaJs *34 
•1CC33S 

Switzerland 

GENEVA, LUXURY FURNISHED acafl- 
• rrsrs Freni s :\tte to 4 bedrooms Tei 
*41 22 725 6320 Fat *A1 22 T36 2671 

■ 

Residence Hotels - 

CLSBiDGECESIGSELIIEES 

rtgfichss rams £ sufres 

Da*-, vasit; £ monHy taps Pans 

Tef+2 Fa*fi3lt-4225M0 

Employment' 


Domestic Positions Available 

COUPLE WANTED 

Csfcie ViWri tor 3 pwae Hand hone 
-■ he U S '.’iron islands. Boat icense. 
c:<Song & atimwarativs skfls a roust 
mwrn 5 years pwisB household e»- 
qwara wnh er.reSav reletences need 
ortr 3SCV F» nMune » 

FAX (212) 371 -8542 USA 


AUTOMOBILES 


Mtrad Esehur SU9M 10 
CH-6Q27 Zimcfi 
Fok. 01/202 716 30 
TmL-.Q1/X2 76 tO 

new TAX-FREE used 
AU. UEACMNG MAKES 
Same day regictraflon possible, 
renewable up to S yean. 


Wei 


let&rmd) forotyn (tax-tree] piaios. 


Left hand Drive 
Bentley Continental R93 


Sil\-cr wnh beige interior. 
English tax paid. 1 owner, only 
7.000 miles, garaged year round. 
Car in London. £100.000 


Tel: 00 9613 330IZI 


Automobiles 


BULLETPROOF CARS 

S 800LB6) from 45H000 DU new 
G 500 CBS) from 300,000 DU r»w 
SerernJ care rawEnfl hart bom stock 
Alpha Aranwtog 
frAnironf Car Faoiyy 
ret *-*4WZ3t-331 SSI F« S31 938 


WZXSLK SLVER 8000 tan. Al op- 
tions Ptfcs BEFi 8U (ml negotaMei 
Cafi: 22 « 38 58. wwbp or tf 


Auto Rentals 


RENT AU7P DENS FRANCE Weekend 
FF500 - 7 days FF:500 Tel Paris 
*33 (Oft 43S3 SH. Fax <0)1 4353 9523 


Autos Tax Free 


EXCEPTIONAL PRICE 
2 new reticles, no i 
zero ktoWSO. RIGHT HAND I 
- enroai Xs» Break 18Q0L sx 
anomalc. 4 air tags. ABS, ate. 
air conariortng male men 
- amOEN Xante 19 Tirto DeaV SX 
2 aftap. ABS. air conSonmg. 
nwQfc 99V 

SAD CITROEN Tel +JT ©4 7962 2S90 
Jfrom tern to noon and ipm to 6p<$ 


25 YRS 0 CEANW 1 DE MOTORS 

wiWilde s ol ta-tree esa AUDI 
Mercedes. BMW. Porscna Cair 
-9-211 -449393a tax 49-211-44 ! 


ATX WORLDWIDE TAX FREE CARS 
Export near and used UC / RHD cars. 
Temtocfcla 40, 2930 Antwerp, Setoarv 
Phone: +32.3645.50.02. Fax +32J. 
5(577 m E-neiaDcMnkndjlcyiMJre 
ance 1959 


FRB) OPERT RACING W0RLDWDE 
JeoSSCrendCterckeeUrataJs 4.7V8 
feather sunoaf S35S75 de ttow d Europe 
Fax tor prices on abet U£ models 
nanl-201-3271111 Ftod -201-3278222 
Check Our website: www op8fl.com 


TRANSCO BELGIUM 


25 YEARS WE DEUVER 
CARS TO THE WORLD 
B mnd New LHD Vehicles ■ 
At/ makes and models 
competitrtely priced 
Tranoco Vo**eschfbistraat51 . 

2030 Antwrerp - Belgium 
. TflL + 32 3 542 62 40 - 
Fax + 32 3 542 58 S7 
E-Mail: Transco^cteb-rnnaLba 


HcralbS-Sribunc 


THF. WDttUrSDUU NKVfiiPlKFR 


PLANNING TO RUN A CLASSIFIED AD? 

BJROPg ASA/RAORC . 


(MNCEpCtfe* 

H PD41 4303 8S. 
fo. folJAi 43 V3 70 
E+nod C kLufad WilBont 


GS9MW.AUST58AStBBJW.aiB> 

VfcFraJirt 

U-pfl|«T2Sn 

Fw{0fiP}V7123O2O 


HONG DONG: - 
' V: (852] 29224 188 
Uk 4H70.MKX 
F«P52}2P22II90 

94GINRE 
V 2236^8 
5k3Z5064 
Tglwt TS0*9. HT SN 


BUSINESS OPPS 

•** 

« '•••- • • - - ^ :Js >- 

Business Services 

EMM 

OFFSHORE 

COMPANIES 

to Liechtenstein & worittekte - 

- buxteons, mss. tax comittm? 

■ atsotrting and aufUng . 

KARMA labs Hemet tusfas aoktens 
tab sites, wwimarce. CD-ROM. Til.-. 
433 (0)1 446983ZB. wMOaontebUire ‘ 

. ‘ . 


real affile 
twsiws cortaas 
capllw Insusnce. general sendees 


ELS0N Treuhand Anstaft . . 

Tet +4175 233 3107 ft +4175 233 3109 
frffleE BtonOssuncon 


MELBA MANAGEMENT LID 
(OOghore Corporate S Trust] . 
COrtam: Ttoqr GodSAttn Atoen 
TbJRbc +44 1624 6160J7®a006 

E-rat atetotoSerterprisejiet 

or Bemsd Cetemy. France 
TefRec +33 2 969178299691 7904 
UdOe +33 60973278S 


TOP LEVS- BUSKOS CONSULTING, 
Highly experienced internationally 
rervwna d Psychotoga oflere adusto 
pssrret araflhg for CEOs, Itetttt 
Oraam & Sew Manaoarret Focus- 
ing to strategic Wntoni ssub manage- 
matt. HspeteiiBl retadcrartps t. Unti 
ttWdng. Ftaes In Frwich, EngHi A 
Sartsft Ata&jfcy 6 or Jyruaiy 1993. 
E+nait tommterosevtanadoQlr or Rac 
Pa* *33 mi 45 40 37 75. 


TOO BUSY TO F«D iT7 ■ 

. La SlBiTH final) tor yoyj 
Fw hanto&t rtonalon, fian6 J 

» SSE52* *2 "1?* bu * he »' 

asmt PhooefiB 4 hH92-545i ISA 


NYC LAW JTRM - BUSINESS 
Real ESafe • lAgaaot - (mmjgratta 
Tfll; 212-787*5<00, ftc 212-943-3295. 
E+narcdangonesoUDRi 


JWW VBE0S * CM0MS WBSIIE 

Spe aas m Buse gBs/Computer Sifts 
***XtatoiaiWnjconVJ287B4 


AU RUI I WAUUH buy# taBOted. No 
Ww- Bences reqt*«. D. 
MCLBTB1. * 


PARBIG PR0BEH5 SOUS] 

PiMc Wdnr-Agu +44.171 2664700 


ram OFFICE IN LOW0N ~ 
BtnJ-Sriesi - Mai, Phone; F«. Tefa 
T*.44 171 290 9000 .Fax 171 483 7517 


Interxtational 
Herald Tribune 
ads work • 


5* 


Security and SurvefAahce .- 


fflENCHBKajSHIIAH s)6 

to and from aknortticwt Also 
Oretfcg. Tat ft* +33 (0J6 M.W'j 



commercial: 

& investment 

PROPERTIES 




Sates 





FOR SALE BY LANDLORD." ; 

. PAffiS l&h DISTRICT - 

AYBflJE VICTOR 

la fat BUSWB8 PRBIflSB 
te ofe.prcfe^oraa atarifflO..- 

WW«r. onslsbg d V . K 

mS&tZZS&y 


«W*T^+S'fSf<2 




genevaI 

gjwtowwi for salt £S» 
Wyone.wttl ^ 

^wtSntlSSi 
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f 1 4 Q THE INTERMARKET 


US INES S OPPORTUNITIES 


SHOR TTERM FTOMC AGAIN ST 
THE FOLLOWING COLLATERAL: 

Rated Sccurides Precious Metals 

Works of Art Precious Stones 

~ Antiques Real Estate 


pfortsaotui 


'dj lni| 


)c ri:il ( t Hi'Milkiaii/d I in.iiit. it. i ' 


. THKOfMHOM 

SMCUUSTS 

SUTIE35 - CBC BUILDINGS, 
7-9 DAME COURT DUBLIN 2. 
- TEL: 100 353 1) 6730096 
FAX: (00 353 1)6796838 

Hfr Mpadaha in fifimftirAon 
n*. companies the Offshore 
Juristicsbati oUhehim 
nsacfy made ■* own Ode 
Sam* Price 
£200 



COMMERCIAL 

ESPIONAGE: 

79 ways 

CCMPEriTRHS KAH RH 
.".HyeusiKtss sicsrrs 

■ in fin» i.'ncMmy ■ 


fnfbrmatfon Protection Guide 

519.95 U45. ♦ S 4 H 

Global Connection, Fac (847) 6740759 
; www. D EHVl CA -MA LL com 


COMMERCIAL BANK 


Immediate delivery 

US$65,000 


Tel: 242-394-7080 
Fax 242-394-7082 


USINESS 

ERVICES 


PASSPORT 

AGENTS NEEDED 


ASEAN visa free passport $ 5 K 
EU visa free passport $ 10 K ■ 
lEU Citizenship * ' $35K 

Diplomatic Appointment $35K 
BY LAWYBlS 100%'RENEWABLE 
I Tel ; +36 1 319-2684 . 

■ Fax: +361 310-3389 . 

InfoOsecond-passparLcom 


CAPITAL 

AVAILABLE 


BUSINESS 

FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 

For any viable 
projects worldwide. 

v •• 

Fax brief synopsis in . 

English iO: 

Corporate Advances UK 

on ’ 

+ 44 - 7070*58080 


COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 


CITY OF BRUCES i Belgium! 


msmmmSBB 


IjSSSS&sjgji i 


*1 isM 





SERVICED OFFICES 

directory 






Mil 


NSttotaefl* N^«HPBW«. 


TflH312D52D75IB 
U, .Tel +39 02467 12283 

Safariato, TeL +»i \ 2t4« 62 
Hew Yat Tel *1 ^®L°i£2 
Wtefthgnn.Td *1202 825 83® 


■ i | 


NETWORK^ 

MrtfOcriasiiortWili 


“S SSSffiSgg 3 
"S'S?' 


mmmmm 


Leading 

International 

Specialists 

Offshore Companies 
& Trust formation 


fast, iffkkni, pnfuiioaal. 
Mvaageaut, nemimt i 
adnlaktntm set vim. 
Sunk aimdutlhus. 


Bahamas 


Balizi - IBC 


Daknnia 


Florida 


Inland IHoB-iul 


Ido of Mao 


lusty 


Others on raqueif 
(n&f Coal payaumts accepted. 
CoS HOW for more is formation. 


S500 
5350 
S 500 
£550 
$495 
$495 
£225 
£250 
£ 495 



Charterhouse 
G/vup Limited 

+ 44 1624 81 3566 
+ 44 1624 816339 

{t'gioi.p.'smti: .• o~*Sf?riic 


aamjS 



m the suni o( BEF10.000.000, deBvered by a fireNtess 

Alt lots are free use from date of payment 

VISmNGTMES: _ 

Wednesday from 14.-00 to T&OO. Saturitiay from 10.00 to IftpO ■ 

' wBhout proof 

SECOND SESSION FOB ALLOCATION: 

TUESDAY fl DECEMBER 1998 at 15tf0 at the ftotaries House. 
(Huts dar Nctarissen), Spanjaaittetraat 9, Bruges. 

Auction law applies (Recta variHoger Bod). 


OFFSHORE 

COMPANIES, TRUSTS 
b FOUNDATIONS 


Since 1977 m have tpenWflMd n atlwag 
on 9 m mb of oRUvre eempines. mas antf 
ottarmnams a odwtc both pmml and 
cnrpor«oBx*«wng»andtotnain»Wn priwcy. 
,11% imsponoein ALL rihtare jwtadcuro 
mS altar fill pan Incorpcraa m osrvcai • 
pretanlontalv wd « nwabb cool 
faM llrtJM BWfc i Few ■ 


!N I I K\'U!ON\i t.'OMI'ANV 
SJ !{V K I n I IMJ ITU 


i Vlii Hi "i "iii 1 ii 


Serviced Offices 


YOUROfflCE SUPAHS 

i, neH+mm wed it 

• ftrty.functonal >^ £*«**, 

* You tadfcal or paaawrt base ■ 

' PiwSge iraflng addrcs&AS sente 


CBflHE 
D’AFFAIRES 

. . PARIS ETOttE 

a» Art da TnoffipR 
dfiw-rfhsBwes- 
4417UN 
44 17 18-43 - ’ 




Business Opportunities 


OFFSHORE 

COMPAfffiS 

Canoehefisive Sefvgss 

Te; -44 toi ®» £2EUI 
Fax. -44 |Q) 1024 ££5125 
fAlat sstx-ZefseimeJKl 

waiStt masb>ioavdeniaut)!& 


ASTON CORPORATE TRUSTEES LTD 


OFFSHORE COMPANY PACKAGE 
mdutng tBrt acasn nasmaban long 
inti tfctal card from 0551 ,5^ 

Nominees rwaised company dsa- 
mere power of asw»v ar® Uf, rM- 




READERS AM ADVISED 

that thm International 
Harold' Tribune cannot bo 
hM rmtpemSUa for lots or 
damages Incurred as a 
rmsu It of transactions stem- 
ming from advert is ements 
which appear in our 
paper. It ii therefore rec- 
ommended that readers 
make ap pro p riate inquir- 
ies before sending any 
money or entering into 
any binding commitments. 


Baiting - 


WE PROVIDE DOCUMENTARY A 
Sfenty laws of Crt*. Bank Gua»- 
tns, Ptodd Funds A Fo«»g Conmfa- 
nt F«c XM8MGZD USA 


. FOR SALE: BANKING COMPARES A 
Warascrai Qfbnue Baris. Cortaa as 
X Far +32 - 3213 • Wffi Belgian 


Business Opportunities 


OFFSHORE COMPANIES 

READY MADE CCS, RRL AOWN 
TRACE DOCUMENTS AND L/C 
BAMCNG A ACCOUNTING 
CHHA BUSINESS EPV1CES 

Gated Stafla Ho toMranedBe . 

senfces A companr bOdUB 
MACS LIDi foom 1H», AUon Pfea 
H Garres had. TST. Kcm ton, 
tow Kong, mb* naaOMLavaJd 
T«fc 85240241223 Fsa 85M7224373 


-DtSTROUTOBS WANTED in USA and 
Eunpa Eattio. t te ofoening ttewte 
cgcnsHp IwftaiB > »»« anl ate 

pDteTOD. im nX +OBt nw 

gto iwpJtanwjnnaiiloaiBihL E+aa#- 
enjoRyOaRnattumA 


2nd PASSPORTS / Dtrmg Uodcn I 


AGSfTS WANTHX To Sal US Coipo- 
flteB A UOs tom S300 las UtesW) 

Caporaw CasuSft^ ud Tetephcne: 
3 &&MEU)V Fac 3K-62MC05 USA 


HUNGARIAN MINERAL WATER 
SPWJG iwtestte tar txjopatoon 0&W 

SS2 , .-jX s ^ ta 


KUWa ; :w. !I Vjg iPf 


speakers TM +44 I7i S43 7704 Fax 
-44 171 493 45S E-nori ImtoSsc- 
txuj»n Frerea A Germoi speaxes Tel 
«41 41 410 9S3 Fax -4* 41 410 S&l 
E-mai cfcdiere«»ssonB»tfi 


We offer mrt na nh lp 

bi fle oaran of nt next 

■SUPER TUSCAN* 

for Si .400 

nth an asnsl me tfvcsrfi 
MaArmJMdarmewxom 
a to 0041^1-2831233 


Trade FUTURES A 0PTOMS 
cr tfieWTERFET 
rntwistoiadexan 
SFH Tndng A Brokanu* 1XL 
SadAotsD. 18, B024 Zuricb 


TURNKEY INDUSTRIAL PC leemon? 
tor auddex. corterecceig. fax. etc 
*to source code For mfomatiar 
«nrw sarce cfirranc etneroxy Mm or lax 
5Z <X K39. 


REGS AUT0M0IE dM TRANSPORTS 
PARSERS oRes tender face to cvrt- 
da»5 lor supply A msJakJiw d tcliei 
oftca facades. TM Ume b&Ueqamps Pans 
+33 ton 4195 4S62 Fax (0)1 4195 4650 


YOUR OWN HONG KONG OFFICE. 
Slipping, soocng and IK once QB-. 
store oompames. bank acconms. nom+ 
naa service. Far ®2i 2736-5115 


fTS 7»E TO BUY HOTELS in France! 
Lid of hotels far safe, finenong avaftacie. 
UDen Far +33 (0)1 47 27 18 20. 


NEED AN AGENT FOR SWHJEN ? 
Contact A.G Bo* 602. S-135 2fi Trytso. 
Sweden. Fat -463-798 8328 


REP BANK laflstofEj. Cyprus seeks to 
develop business wte banks, financial 
cos or oher odes. Fax 357-2-377446 


Business Travel 


BECOME A CORPORATE TRAVEL Af- 
ffea# and cuf nM costs Eamconras- 
Sons on jW travel bookings, receive 
lower travel costs through on Heme- 
tonal rate desk, have feeler access to 
travel rt otua t kn via on web site, and 
save ip lo 50% on your own tevd costs 
iter txr Corporate Travel ID. S796 USD 
' For more rttermabon. visd our webfaie 
al www.iraveluttes com and pick on 
'Cotporale Travel Affiliate* Phone 
DOV716-38M470 Fax »l-71fr58&8688 
or un ton Vua Ual 44-171 -681 329s 


fs^ueiness Oats FrequBM Travales 
Woridnfe. Up to 50^ off. No coupons, 
no rwlricDons Impvo) Canada TM. 
1-614-341-7227 Far. 1-614-341-7998 
e-mefl. IhrMInperialconsulJanls com 



Capital Available 


EURO MONEY 

Seeking to nrest or fend to conperies 
or tofnkafe «to hwe an? d the 
lotewing pdertaE. 

Ity Tech InvCng Idea a product 

•Addbotal capital tor eRansxxi 

‘Capital needed la putte Isting . 

■Reel Esse Seoiteaton program 

*Lfl.0Atetger or aoMsbons 

Send 10 ow Inveatmert DNision ymi 
proposal summary wth an explanatory 
ker Fac (41-22) 819-1931 

Renaissance Investment Group 
Geneva Swflzeriand 


WTERNA110NAL 
FMANCKG SPEDAUSTS 
over 30 job experience 

Varan Capita - GommertSJ Mortoages 
kiwtaire ftmang • Letter* of Deal 
IffmvnSl itton- Brokers Wtacome 


RJJ. INTERNATIONAL 

7Wf OW-2423C-164S 
Far 001-71 6-77W200 


**aASHATE A UHLMTED “ 
Capita avtatete to 
ALL business projects' 

UN US. Si rauno max. 
irr Busness CoBtatoa 
(717) 397-7777 (US VOCE) 
Mtp-JwwwJnltKScotLCom (Wenwi 


PurchaserVDfacnmlodAJrtto oi CrerAL 
GtawteenC’s^D’s-T-OTs ’ Fundtfig 
d Nsgcdabfe Bart tanrans ■ Pbce- 
mod of Safekeeping Reap ' Jnuote 
Discottotog Fax executive summary 
3B-72M182 USA. 


PROJECT FUNDING RAISED BY USE 
OF BAWt GUARATiTEESSLCS/CASH. 
FAX: +44 (0)181 8100540 


Capital Wanted 


' ATLANTA DENTIST looking to raise 
SiQU (US| tor apareon tomoneden- 
tet cfiee to a ttJ5» ta a wst 64Vto 
recti medal dental offices to order to 
take advance ol the h#i demand oi 
tee for Stotodca Excefcn hfitoeSJ oppa- 
unfa. Iraeredad? Reply CapktRl Fund- 
. tog, P.0. Box 9419CG Ateraa. GA 30340 
enaidHtelaptiiMtospttTigcori 


START-UP REHABUTAT10N CENTRE 
neecb ..prtiale imresiom and adive 
ionstira partners and ptacauoors 
Cal or feu +33 (0)3 B9 78 80 S2. 


Diamonds 


BUYDUimOS FOR CHRISTMAS, (fe- 
nd tram Antwerp, toe world tfamond 
center. AN7EX Wl ptoend Co Tat 
+32 3 22 49 60 Fax. +32 3 233 3 67 


. DUUONDS-Wtbpage 


gategodaaflfadautad 


ROUGH DIAMONDS. We wk) pay feislant 
cate tor gni quahr. Attest orext 
volume only, fix 864 474-3866 ISA 


The Original 


kali back 

Lowest International Rates! 


CalL the U.S. from: 
France............20ft 

Germany. ..24$ 

Italy. 34C 

3apan .... 29 C 

U.K 17« 





Instant Activation ■ Fiber-Optic Networks 
Itemized 6-Second Billing • Ideal for Home, Office, 
Hotels and Mobile Phones 


Tel: 1.206.599.1991 
U.S.: 1.800.965.1626 
Far. 1-206.599.1981 


427 Second Avenue West 
Seattle, WA 98329 USA 
www.kallback.com 
Email: info@kallback.com 



Cal!. 29: 287 8400 Fax 23', 237.3437 

r;'" I i.-v’. V.*: '. III’. . i.'i:: 


7 NBNlESog 


TEANEOT RttOX> • SUITE TM - TUMCX. WW JtOSEV - 07666 - ITSO 


We are recruiting Master Franchisee? b Europe 
(Spain. Italy, England. German;.. Switzerland. 
Denmark. Austria, Holland) & the USA 

* husse markets a ruil range oi qualify pet rood products 
(dogs & cats) under its own brand name, cat litter & 
accessories deliv ered to the customer's door. 

“ husse started in Sweden in 1987 & is today established, 
in Sweden, Norway. Finland. France. Germany & Italy. 

\Ve have 100,000 satisfied dog & cat owners in Europe. 

* hunt is dev eloping rapidly i its business idea is a success. 
Investment: US$50,000- 100,000. 


Husse 

TradeNlari Maiuvmtent s A M 
41 Boulevaitl rfe Moulin. 6 
MCllfirtn MONACO 
Td4 -377 Y7 «<n2 1Z 
Fax- -^7 *<32351 41. 


International 
Herald Tribune 
ads work 


Financial Investments 


VPt - B0*. RETURN on Cemtcait 'J 
Deposd. petlonnmg & secure 
Unmm SaWK Fa» t'. ; 5i2 4732. 


Financial Services 


PMANCW. PROFESSIOHAlS 


HARO TO BORROW? 

fcCoflaefta-axkf-l Leers 
PAY WTEREST OfJLY 

ENROLL IN OW CONSULTANT 
TRAINING PRCSRAU 

We Locale Fundere For 
Sataness Prefects A Real Estate 

Tony Abraham. ESC • Real Estate 
EncA Wen ES0- Attorney Rduaary 

WTERNATIONAL DE'/ELCrPING 
ENTERPRISES AGENCY i'DEAj 
590 kfafcon Xii T. FL NY. NYiUSA. 
Ptl Z1M31-M03 : F» 2C-68S4J42 
WcU Pftre ;500)3S:-S3M 
en^ panglobe arX com 


arod 

BANKRUPTCY 

LIQUIDATION! 

StaiaLorig Term caSAw prosier*' 
Creates FhssstogSar* Fy^of'S' 
IGF CAN HELP! 
fFaenota ingr^snts negaiaed! 
Donl ease 'ms. tax mw^atY- 
44 171 MO 5310 
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Russia and the IMF 


Russian officials desperate for more 
dollars from the IMF have settled on 
two rather odd tactics. One is to insult 
the Fund, which — according to Prime 
Minister Yevgeni Primakov — em- 
ploys “young kids who've seen almost 
nothing in life" and who, “without 
knowing our situation, start to dictate 
or recommend some kind of devel- 
opment plans." In addition, Russia has 
taken to threatening the Fund — with 
all the terrible things that Russia will 
do to itself if more loans are not forth- 
coming. Foremost among these self- 
inflicted wounds. Mr. Primakov 
warns, will be printing more rubles ro 
make up the shortfall, a strategy likely 
to result in hyperinflation. 

Presumably, IMF officials will not 
make decisions based on personal 
pique. They certainly understand that 
Mr. Primakov, with his insults, is play- 
ing to a domestic audience. But the 
damage he does is not primarily to IMF 
egos. His blaming of outsiders is cor- 
rosive domestically because it fore- 
stalls Russian understanding of what 
Russians must do to solve their eco- 
nomic problems. Putting a gun to his 
own head isn’t any more effective; it 


simply further erodes international 
confidence in his government 

It makes no sense for the IMF to lend 
large sums to the Russian government 
if that government has no sensible plan 
to restore the nation's economic 
health. The money will be frittered 
away, as past loans have .been, and 
future generations of Russians will be 
that much more in debt. Russia needs 
to collect more taxes. It needs to adopt 
a realistic budget. It needs a host of 
reforms that neither the IMF nor any 
other outsider can impose. 

This does not mean that the Fund, 
the United States or other friends of 
Russia should just cut the country 
loose. There are kinds of assistance 
that continue to make sense, even as 
the government flounders. These in- 
clude programs championed by Sen- 
ator Richard Lugar ana former Senator 
Sam Nunn to safeguard and reduce 
Russia's nuclear arsenal; programs 
aimed at deepening Russian demo- 
cracy; and assistance to independent 
media, environmental groups and oth- 
er nongovernmental organizations try- 
ing to enrich civic life. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Palestinian Corruption 


President Bill Clinton's call on 
Monday for a new multibillion-dollar 
international aid package for the Pal- 
estinians is a necessary complement 
to the peace agreement that he helped 
put together in Maryland this fail. That 
diplomatic deal remains wobbly. It can 
be reinforced by showing that peace 
delivers tangible economic and social 
gains to ordinary Palestinians. But out- 
side financial assistance will be ef- 
fective only if the Palestinians can 


curtail corrupt practices in adminis- 
tering the aid. 


tering the aid. 

The additional $400 million in 
American aid that Mr. Clinton en- 
dorsed can also be a means of dis- 
suading Yasser Arafat from following 
through on his threats to proclaim an 
independent Palestinian state when the 
original timetable of the Oslo peace 
agreement expires next May. 

About $2 billion in international aid 
has been provided to the Palestinians 
since 1993. Most has gone into specific 
projects, supervised and monitored by 
the donor nations. The S500 million 
already provided by Washington has 
been used to produce better water ac- 
cess for Palestinian towns, loans for 
local businesses and financing for Pal- 
estinian elections. Mr. Clinton now 


wants Congress to supply additional 
money for the industrial zones, airport 
and seaport agreed to in Maryland. 

Through careful supervision, Wash- 
ington and other donor nations can 
minimize the improper diversion of 
this assistance. But corruption poses a 
potentially serious problem in other 
areas. For example, the Palestinian 
Authority needs outside funding for 
community social welfare projects to 
keep up with those now offered by 
organizations tike Hamas. But such 
money, much of it flowing through the 
bands of Palestinian political ap- 
pointees, is especially vulnerable to 


misuse by corrupt officials. 
An internal Palestinian 


An internal Palestinian audit last 
summer found instances of serious 
fraud and mismanagement within the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Mr. Arafat has not addressed the 
problem. That cannot be the end of the 
issue. Palestinian legislators and aid- 
giving nations must insist that he crack 
down on corruption. The Palestinian 
Authority will forfeit both domestic 
legitimacy and world respect unless it 
deals firmly with those who steal 
money meant to improve the lot of the 
Palestinian people. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Chiapas Syndrome 


The world press snapped up the Za- 
patista rebel movement when its lead- 
ers wearing black ski masks surfaced 
in Mexico's remote and desperate 
Chiapas province and, thinking big, 
demanded the removal of an elected 
president and the surrender of an un- 
defeated army. Five years later, al- 
though the president and the army re- 
main on the scene, “Chiapas" has 
come to mean not simply a particular 
insurrection but also a condition of 
disorder mocking the country's capa- 
city’ to govern. Chiapas is in Mexico, 
but the disorder it exemplifies is found 
in many pans of the world and gives 
many others reason to keep a nervous 
eye on how things are unfolding at the 
scene of the real thing. 

The insurgents have been able to 
sustain a local physical presence, and 
an international media presence, but 
have done little to improve life for their 
constituencies among the poor and in- 
digenous. This suggests the tenacity of 
the popular grievances on which the 
movement feeds. 

It suggests as well the difficulties of 
the Mexican government The gov- 
ernment portrays Chiapas as a political 
conflict with some violence. The 
comandantes portray it as a continuing 
class war with some dialogue. Far the 
government, the purpose of the dia- 
logue is to gain the time and space to 
advance its reforms. But the guerrillas 
repudiate the official mediators and 
use the fitful dialogue ro string the 
authorities along. 

The Zapatista leadership is devoted 
to a primitive Marxism at odds with 
what the rest of the world has learned 
about change in the 20th century. The 
alienation of the 35 percent Mayan 
Indian population in Chiapas is cen- 
turies old. But President Ernesto Ze- 
dillo, struggling ro modernize, is 
forced to rely on the same corrupt 


ruling parry, the PRL blamed for para- 
military outbursts tike die one that left 
45 indigenous dead, and no one pun- 
ished. at Acteal a year ago. 

Many Mexicans, although they may 
not agree on a prescription in Chiapas 
the place, understand that “Chiapas" 
the anarchic condition compels urgent 
engagement. The Zedillo government, 
which says that in Mexico political 
and social change cannot be achieved 
by force of arms, needs to listen to its 
own advice. 

— the Washington post. 


Other Comment 

What Change in Iran? 


Whatever Tehran's diplomats might 
say. among the Iranian elite there is 
near-unanimous agreement that the 
edict against Salman Rushdie is a per- 
manent sentence, one which both con- 


stitutes government policy and at the 
same time is beyond the competence of 


same time is beyond the competence of 
government to affect 
The brand of Islam practiced in Iran 
distinguishes between two types of re- 
ligious pronouncements, a fatwa and a 
hubn. The former remains valid only 
during the lifetime of the religious au- 
thority who issues it; the latter con- 
tinues in effect beyond his death. De- 
spite the Western habit of referring to 
the edict against Mr. Rushdie as a 
farwa, Iranian spokesmen have uni- 
versally regarded it as a bukm. 

Iran's missiles and weapons of mass 
destruction are the equivalents of lurk- 
ing assassins. Swooning over Presi- 
dent Khatami's improved tone will no 
more protect us from those threats than 
Mr. Rushdie is likely to be protected by 
his giddy insistence that Ayatollah 
Khomeini's edict is no more. 

— Daniel Pipes. writing in 
Commentary {New York). 
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L ONDON — Jiang Zemin pulled 
every traditional Chinese stop dur- 


X-/ every traditional Chinese stop dur- 
ing his tour of Japan that ended on 
Monday. He made a point of referring 
to history as the “minor" in which the 
present learns from the past. That fig- 
ure of speech was used more than 2,000 • 
years ago by the Han dynasty historian 
Sima Qian, who chose castration rather 
than silence when he persevered in 
telling the truth about disasters. 

No one can object to President Ji- 
ang's insistence that the Japanese face 
up to the atrocities that their troops 
committed in China before and during 
World War n. and stop evading the 
facts in their historical education of the 
young. And how right he was to say: 
“I, as a witness of history, have the 
responsibility to convey the historical 
face to the younger generation." 

Most interesting of all was his visit 
to the Japanese university where, like 
many young Chinese near the begin- 
ning of this century, Lu Xun, who 
would become a great essayist, sought 
understanding of how an Asian country 
could modernize. One of Lu Xun's 
most famous essays contains the phrase 
“eat people” as a metaphor for die 
constant cruelty of Chinese society. 

This metaphor could be applied to 


By Jonathan Mirsky 


■ When it comes to the Cultural Rev- 

olution, described officially in China as 


most of the Communist period. But in 
Japan Mr- Jiang ignored Clio, the 
Greek muse of history, and neglected 
her mother, Mnemosyne, goddess of 
memory. So do many of China's for- 
eign apologists. I cannot count the 
number of times I have been urged to 
“stop harping on die past* * when I refer 
to whar has happened to Chinese cit- 
izens during the last 50 years. 

I have been told the same thing by 
Chinese officials and by Hoag Kong’s 
chief executive, Tung Chee-hwa — 
within minutes of his observing that 
Japan must confront its pasL 

The word “incident" is used by the 
Japanese to describe the Nanjing mas- 
sacre of 1937, when the Imperial Army 
killed 300,000 Chinese, ana by Beijing 
about the Tiananmen killings of 1989. 
when hundreds if not thousands of 
Chinese were killed by their own army. 
In both cases “incident" is used to 
deny and diminish. 

Mr. Jiang goes somewhat further, as 
be did when President Bill Clinton was 
in Beijing earlier this year, by claiming 
that the Tiananmen killings were nec- 
essary to maintain national stability. 


the greatest catastrophe in die Comr- 
munist period, there has' been no writ- 
ten apology to the millions of victims. 


tvu ■ ■ * 

Nor is there a museum commemorating 
the disaster, as Ba Jin, China’s greatest 
modem novelist, has suggested there 
should be. In one Chinese coanty. Red 
Guards literally ate their enemies. 

There was an earlier period when 

“eat people" became a vast reality: the 

famine of 1959-1961 after Mao's 
crazed Great Leap Forward. Between 
30 and 50 milli on people starved to 
death (37 years later this number re- 
mains impossible to fix); the living ate 
the dead. This famine is rarely officially 
discussed, and never apologized for. 

Nor are there apologies to the 
400,000 victims, dead and alive, of the 
anti-rightist movement of 1957-1958, 
including Prime Minister Zhu Rongji 
Deng Xiaoping, who oversaw it as gen- 
eral secretary of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party,' maintain ed years later 
that it- had been necessary. 

Nor has anyone in a position of au- 
thority apologized for the thousands or 
tens of thousands murdered during the 
land reform of the early 1950s. 

Naturally, no ode apologizes for the 


“extrajudicial ” victims shot by the se- 
curity organs every year in numbers 
which Amnesty International esti m ates 
are greater than those executed in &e 
rest of the world combined. - 
In 1980, Hu Yaobang* then the party 
general secretary, did an extraordinary 
thing, while in Lhasa: He apologized for 
the suffering^diat TOm&um . hadAar- 

against him and was part of the reason 
he was removed from o ffi ce in 1987.-- 
Mr. Hu's unique honesty oo many" 
matters explains why students poured 
into Tiananmen Square immediately 
after his death on April 15, 1989, and . 
why the staff of the People's Daily, die r 
party’s newspaper, marched into the 
square lyaring a wide banner, saying 
“No More Lies!" ; 

President Jiang is right harry . the. . 
Japanese about their war guilt But, like 
all Marxist rulers, he imagines thaFCKo 
can be invited here, repelled there. He; 
forgets chat Mnemosyne is not so easy 
to rebuff — i-3 biltion Chinese, 13; 
billion memories. 


The. writer is a former East Asia 
editor for The Times of London:. He 
contributed this comment u> the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. ;; . 


From an Ethiopian Valley, Good News After the Bad 


W ASHINGTON — For 
many, “Ethiopia" re- 


VV many, “Ethiopia" re- 
mains synonymous with “fam- 
ine." People remember televi- 
sion images of starving children 
at feeding centers in the mid- 
1980s. In the past three decades 


By Mulugeta Abebe 


perhaps 2 million Ethiopians 
have died in periodic famines. 


have died in periodic famines. 

But nearly 60 million of us 
are still living in a country that 
has favorable fanning condi- 
tions and an ancient history of 
agricultural innovation. Our 
challenge is to reverse harmful 
practices of the past century. 

A major culprit is the decline 
of forests, which covered 40 
percent of Ethiopia a century 
ago. Today the figure is less 
than 4 percent. Deforestation 
has turned much fertile crop and 
pasture land into dust bowls. 
Such were conditions in 1983- 
1984, when failed harvests 
triggered the great famine. 

But deforestation can be pre- 
vented and reversed, as demon- 
strated by a World Vision pro- 
ject involving 50,000 people on 
600 square kilometers in the 
Ansokia Valley. 

Like much of Ethiopia, the 


50-kilometer-long valley was 
thick with vegetation and an- 
imal life two generations ago. 
But a growing population 
needed trees for cooking, heat, 
fences and homes, Meanwhile, 
farmers cleared land for crops. 

Relief workers arriving in 
1984 described the valley as a 
moonscape. “The land was 
smoking, dust was everywhere, 
and there was no life in sight," 
said one farmer. Like tens of 
thousands of others, he moved 
his family to a feeding center. 

Along with food, medicine 
and dollars. Western relief 
workers and their Ethiopian 
counterparts from Addis Ababa 
brought development expertise 
— as well as their own pre- 
conceived notions about farm- 
ing — as they planned ways to 
overcome hunger permanently. 

Ansokia lacked roads and 
bridges. Public works projects 
began as part of relief efforts. 

To increase the tree cover, a 
large-scale nursery was started. 
Labor was provided by health- 
ier adults in the feeding centers 


on a food -for- work basis. Hill- 
sides were terraced to create 
new farmland and reclaim old. 
Dams and other water projects 
aided irrigation. 

The principle behind agro- 
forestry is as old as the earth. 
Trees provide shade.fuel, wood, 
livestock feed and construction 
material. Leguminous trees fix 
nitrogen in the soil Deep-rooted 


plants bring nutrients to the sur- 
face, rejuvenating the soil for 
crops and pastures surrounding 
the trees. Trees and cover crops 
prevent soil erosion and absorb 
standing water that breeds mal- 
aria-carrying mosquitoes. 

Fruit and nuts from trees add 
nutrients to die diet not found in 
grain or meat Having another 
source of food, and often in- 
come from surpluses, makes 
families less vulnerable when 
grain crops fail or animals die. 

In the first years, flaws 
emerged. Farmers did not feel 
ownership of the project, since 
the nursery belonged to World 
Vision. Starving cattle grazed 
on seedlings. Farmers con- 


sidered tree species like pine 
exotic and uneconomical, pre- 
ferring fast-growing euca- 
lyptus, fruit-bearing papaya and 
nitrogen-fixing trees. 

Discouraged by years of 
drought, and humiliated be- 
cause they could not feed their 
children, they also felt incom- 
petent when outsiders imposed 
new ideas; their knowledge and 
time-honored systems had been 
pushed aside. 

-Working with farmers and 
government officials, develop- 
ment workers revised the pro- 
gram. Satellite nurseries sprang 
up, tended by local farthers who 
folt a greater sense of owner- 
ship. Guards were hired to keep 
cattle away from the main nurs- 
ery. Tree varieties favored by 
local residents were grown.. 

A dozen years later, die area 
not only produces enough for its 
residents but also exports food 
to other regions. Nearly . 10 mil- : 
lion trees have been planted. ; . 

Fanners like Zeleke ShaweL, 
44, who received food aid dur- 
ing the famine, acquired a plot 
that had a history of flooding and 
erosion. “I reaflydid! not believe 


something would, come out of 
those seedlings. 'V ha . admits. 
Today he has thousands of trees. 
The coffee and most of the frJ| 
trees are cash crops. So are tbs! 
eucalyptus, which can be used 
for lumber, fuel and fodder. 

The project hasincreased the 
standard of Irving throughout 
the area. Afood deficit of nearly 
2400-, tons in 1990 bbduni^a 
surplus of 6352 tons in 1996. 
Theland ii.coveretfwifo .forests 
at twice the national average. 

This success holds hope for 
other deforested areas. Apply: 
mg lessons learned here.worid 
Vision is supporting a similar 
effort at a second Ansokia site. 
Together, the two projects 
■reach only one-third of the val- 
ley. The program could be ex- 
panded. using development aid 
and private investment. 

The United Nations still rates 
• Ethiopia near the bottom of fee 
world table in human develop- 
ment But the reforestation of 
Ansokia gives one hope. 


. ' ; The writer, director of Worlft 
Vision Ethiopia, contributed 
‘tfusjofhe Los Angeles Times. 


The Y2K Problem? Just a Technical Glitch to Repair 


W ASHINGTON — The 
year 2000 problem, or 


VV year 2000 problem, or 
Y2K, is a glitch that makes 
computers confused about the 
correct date. It has also led to 
unwarranted hysteria. 

This apocalyptic reaction, 
spread with gusto on radio talk 
shows and the Internet, com- 
bines strains that have been run- 
ning through American life for 
the past few centuries; para- 
noia, end-of-the-world religios- 
ity, hatred of technology and 
fear of the future. 

To save space, many com- 
puter programs were written to 
express toes with two digits; 
thus, “98" for 1998. The com- 
puters will think that the year 
2000 is 1900, with all sons of 
weird and dire results predicted 


By James K. Glasenxan 


Banks emptying customers' 
accounts to collect debts that 
computers think are 100 years 
past due, airplanes falling from 
the sky. heart pacemakers failing 
in thousands of chests, missiles 
being launched by renegade 
software, millions of elevators 
getting stuck between floors, 
welfare checks being delayed 
for months, ere. No wonder gull- 
ible folks are scared. 

Hucksters and ignoramuses 
are ginning up pandemonium. 
Check out the web site at 
www.Y2KSupply.com, which 
issues daily e-mail alerts and 
sells a book that helps you buy 
“firearms and ammo" and gold 
and silver at a discount The site 


advises stockpiling food and 
water and emptying your bank 
account now! Chi Jan. 1, 2000, 
gun shops and grocery stores 
will be looted, and “foe pres- 
ident will declare martial law." 

Even respectable economists 
are going bonkers. Edward 
Yordeni of Deutsche Bank Se- 
curities sees foe Y2K problem 
causing a recession that will cut 
U.S . GDP by 5 percent over two 
years and send stocks down by 
30 percent. 

Certainly, foe two-digit date 
gHtch will cause trouble. “I have 
□o question that we're going to 
have unusual things occurring, ” 
Alan Greenspan, foe Federal Re- 
serve chairman, told a congres- 


Starr’s Agents Wanted Perjury 


OSTON — At I P.M. on By Antho ny Lewis 

Tap. 1 XL J J - 


B oston — At 1 p.m. on 

Friday, Jan. 16, Monica 
Lewinsky' arrived ai foe Ritz 
Carlton Hotel in Pentagon 
City to meet Linda Tripp. 
What happened then is well 
known, but its crucial signif- 
icance is noL 

Ms. Lewinsky was con- 
fronted by FBI agents and 
Kenneth Starr's assistant pro- 
secutors. She immediately 
told them, she testified later, 
that “I wasn't speaking to 
them without my attorney.'’ 

Her attorney was Francis 
Carter. When she was sub- 
poenaed by Paula Jones's law’- 
yers. she told him she had not 
had “sexual relations’ ’ with 
Bill Clinton. Mr. Carter pre- 
pared. and she signed, an af- 
fidavit to that effect. 

Mr. Starr’s agents did ev- 
erything they could, short of 
physical force, to keep Ms. 
Lewinsky from calling Mr. 
Carter. They told her he was a 
civil rather than a criminal 
lawyer “so he really couldn’t 
help me." (That was a lie. Mr. 
Carter is a highly regarded 
criminal lawyer who for six 
years headed Washington's 
public defender service.) 

They told her she had signed 
a false affidavit and could go 


to prison for 27 years. They 
offered to rive her immunity if 


offered to give her immunity if 
she would “cooperate.” but 
said there would be no deal if 
Mr. Carter were called in. iA 
federal regulation forbids im- 
munity negotiations u the ab- 
sence of a suspect's lawyer.) 

Why were Mr. Start Vdepu- 


ries so anxious that she not 
telephone Mr. Carter? On that 
Friday afternoon. Mr. Carter 
had not yet filed Ms. Lew- 
insky’s affidavit Until it was 
filed, it could be changed. 

Mr. Starr knew about foe 
affidavit from Linda Tripp’s 
last taped conversation with 
Ms. Lewinsky, and knew from 
Paula Jones's lawyers that it 
might not yet have been filed. 
That is why his deputies work- 
ed so hard to keep Ms. Lew- 
insky from calling Mr. Carter. 
If he knew what was happen- 
ing, they realized, he would nor 
file iL And they wanted a 
crime. They wanted perjury to 
be committed: by Ms. Lew- 
insky so that they would have 
leverage over her, and by the 
president w hen be was deposed 
in the Jones case the next day. 

If Ms. Lewinsky had called 
that afternoon. Mb’. Carter told 
me, the affidavit “would not 
have been sent." But there 
was no call. At the end of foe 
business day it was sent to the 
court in Little Rock- 

Mr. Carter had shown the 
affidavit to the Jones lawyers 
and to Robert Bennett, Mr. 
Clinton’s lawyer. If he had not 
filed iL he said, “E would have 
told them.” So Mr. Bennett 
would have known of Mr. 
Starr's interest in Monica 
Lewinsky. The president’s de- 
position on Saturday would 
have taken another course or 
been canceled. And foe history 


of the last 10 months would 
have been very different 
(Did foe president or Ms. 


Lewinsky commit perjury 
when they swore that they had 
not had “sexual relations"? 


Perjury requires, among other 
things, proof of deliberate 
falsehood. In a conversation 
with Linda Tripp unrelated to 
any threat of prosecution, Ms. 


Lewinsky had said emphat- 
ically that “having sex” 
■meant “having intercourse” 
— not oral sex.) 

The right to a lawyer is fun- 
damental in foe U.S. system. 
A person accused of crime, foe 
Supreme Court said in the 
Scottsboro case in 1932, “re- 
quires the guiding hand of 
counsel at every step.” With- 
out it, the innocent person may 
be overborne by what she does 
not understand. 

Police officers occasionally 
break the rules. It is another 
matter when prosecutors, who 
are officers of foe court, over- 
bear a young woman to keep 
her from calling her lawyer. 
The Soar depones who were 
there co Jan. 16 — Michael 
Emmick, Jackie Bennett Jr. and 
Bruce Udolf — should surely 


sional committee mSeptember. 
But predictions of. gaudy dis- 
asters are vastly overblown. . 

The truth is, no one can be 
absolutely .sure what damage 
the roiUennium bug will cause. 
But it is important to separate 
loony ideas about the world 
coming to an end from true . 
technological concerns. For ex- 
ample, it is a good rule in eco- 
nomics (as well as life in gen- 
eral) that something you know 
about in advance is unlikely to 
hurt you very much — espe- 
cially if you can fix it 

4 ‘Correcting foe year field is 
technically simple," wrote 
Richard ML. Nunno in a recent 
Congressional Research Ser- 
vice report The hard part is 
finding all foe places in the soft- r 
ware where dates are critical, 
and figuring out how to coor- 
dinate with other computers. 

That is being done. Most 
businesses got a late start, but 
they appear well on their way to 
“compliance/'- A consulting 
firm mat surveyed companies - 
worldwide found that Y2K 
ranked No. 20 on a list of cor- 
porate priorities in 1996, but 
No. 1 in 1997. U.S. businesses 
alone will spend $300 biltion ro 
$600 billion getting their sysf 
tans ready. No wonder. A com- 
pany that is not compliant wifi 
lose out to a competitor that is.- 

An extensive study by Mer- 
rill Lynch & Co., published hi 
June, looked at thousands of 
companies worldwide and rated 


their level of compliance. The 
results are encouraging. For ex- 
ample, all -29 Latin American 
banks that were surveyed “will 
be compliant” 

Lacking foe spur of compe- 
tition, federal and state govern- 
ment agencies are behind foe 
-private sector, but they are hust- 
ling. The Social Security Ad- 
ministration, for example, is' in . 
great shape, but a survey by-fbgj 
General Accounting Officff 
found that only 6 percent .or 
state Medicaid systems were 
compliant, raising the specter of 
delays in benefit payments. . 

“A btxnbshehercoenttdttyis . 
riot called for,” said a recent 
report by GartaerGroup, foe- 
lugh-tech. consulting film. 
■•/‘Preparing for foe mmenhium - 
should be more like- preparing 
for a storm that will last less 
than a. Week.’*- •• • 

Unlike Mr. Yaideni, 33 ecbr : 
nomists surveyed by foe Federal 
Reserve Bank’ of Ph TVadp.tfr f8i 
predicted an average focreas&$f: 
0.1 percent in GDP as a resufem: 
spending to fix foe Y2K 
lem. Many bosioesses are nj|^r v 
ating their computer systeSKis^ 
tirelyi . a step they . probably.' 
should have taken long agb. 

The Y2K gfoc&is nor likely, 
to be a blessing, but don't let 
apocalyptic; nuts convinde you : 
mat it is such a curse that you 
need to sell your stocks, with- 
draw yonr eash. buy. guns, and 
stock up On . water. Just coolit - 
TheM&ishingioh Post. ■_ 


IN OUR PAGES: 100. 75 APTO 5ft YEM* Li 


face questions by the appro- 
priate legal authorities on rheir 


priate legal authorities on their 
fitness to practice law. And Mr. 


fitness to practice law. And Mr. 
Starr condoned what they did. 
None of this excuses foe 
president’s moral folly. But it 
makes powerfully clear that 
Mr, Starr is a far more serious 
menace to foe constitutional 
order than Mr. Clinton is. 

The New York Times. 


1898: Frail Empire 

PARIS —The ^‘Times’’ leader 
on foe Emperor Francis Joseph's 
jubilee, says: “A state of things 
exists which hardly* anybody* 
else could hope to'coriduct to a 
safe issue. The discontent of the 
Austrian ^ Germans, foe separatist . 
claims of the Czechs and Croats, 
and the .cross divisions due to 
clerical propagandism have 

complicated foe siruatioo.lt Is a 
subject of grave concern that if 
the Emperor were removed from 
the scene there is no member of 
his family who could -take his 
place with anything like foe 
same influenoe.arid.anfoority,’”. 


United States' as" a world - Power 
•in foe 20fo Century.” He pre- 
dicted that, “with respect m foe' 
region of foe Pacific Gceanaod 
foe Far East, to Eraope and toits 
kemirohere," America will'cori- , 
Oriue oerpohey of isc^LtioriUhe. 
Monroe* Doctrine xexnaihs.ihe.' 
essential policy to be applied.To_ 
weaken it .would support- ho 
worthy cause, but woifoLfovite . 
trouble by removing foe orie es- 
tablished safeguard for theperiCfr ; 
.of foe American continents^ l.,..-; 
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1948 : Indian' Ri ghts 


1 '■ 5f i u 1 ; ? •* ■ if .w ir 
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1923: U.S. Isolation 


PHILADELPHIA .— With foe 
hundredth, anniversary- of the 
Monroe Doctrine, Secretary of 
Stare Hughes devoted a long ad- 
dress to an inquiry as tothe place 
of that doctrine “in the.scheme 
of foe foreign policies of- the 


JJEW.DEOfi--_ The : Indir 
Constituent = Assembly 
a ‘provision in the draft 
stitution conferring: equality of . 
Opportunity snH nnMV'MvmTnv-t ■ 


on all Indians regardl^s 
« religion,. race,* caste, seat hi 
. tiescemr This followed vester-;, 
tiay s (Nov. 30J Assembly mea* . 
sure to penalize the raaeticetif 
outwrchabiUty. Evky. * 

Hindu is an untouchable. 
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|A Qear line Divides Good 


* 



ByWilUam F. Weld 








,T> OSTON — There .are. four • 
;.Er main slices in the American 
{political pie today.'- 
: The first is the liberal Demo- 
{crats. They don’t get is. This is 
-the Dick Gephardt, mrions^aJJ- 
jthe-way crowd,, which has yet 
lo absorb die lessons of the last 
t20 years ■ regarding the size and 
reach- of government, - the free 
•movement of goods send people 
Across borders andihe fafaiweak- 
[nesses of bureaucracy. 

| Then there are die Bill Cfrnton- 
E A1 Gore-Bob Keney-B31 Bradley 
."{Democrats', who by and large do 
f it, though they would do .well 
’to move- to the tight on tax cuts, - = 
sort reform and school choice. 

; Next there are the George W. 
iBush-Lamar Alexander-George 
■Pataki Republicans, who alio 
toy and large do get it, though 
some of them should move to 
{the left on abortion rights jand 
■affirmative actum. -. 
i Finally there are the Gary 
•Bauer Republicans of the r far 
Jight, who really don’t j>et it 
So, what is “it”? • 

“It” is the -recognition that 
government is good when it does 
some tilings and bad whoa it does ; 
other things. 

Government is good when 
it restrains citizens from killing 
or injuring each other.. Thai is 
why we Americans need to be 
ggtugh-minded about criminal 
. ... 

Government is bad 
. when it tells people 
it understands more 
" fully than they what . 

• is good for them. . , . 

justice and not give ourselves 
over to generalized weeping about 
due process. • 

Government is bad "when it 
-takes more than 30 percent of a 
taxpayer’s income in taxes. The 
19th century democratic refonner 
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon was 
wrong when he said property was 
theft; it is the U.S. federal budget 
that is institutionalized theft. • - 

; Government is good wh en it 
safeguards our livelihoods from 
predatory business practices. We 
.^peed antitrust laws; Economic 
Wm™ will take the whale pie for 
himself every time.if you Jet ton.. 


GoyerntricntistedwhiBa it tries 

to mic romanag e anything. Na- 
tionalized health care, wage and 
price controls, and teachers 1 and 
■school custodians’ collective bar- 
gaining contracts come to mind. 

Government is good when ii 
helps citizens pursue happiness in 
God’s great green earth. Individu- 
als and businesses simply will not 
protect the environment for our 
descendants;* wfc need vigorous 
government enforcement and con- 
servation measures. Backers of so- 
called property rights should think 
of tins .as a proper government 
response to a tnarketfailure. 

- Ckrvemment is bad when it tries 
to manage people’s sex lives. 

Government should stay out 
of your pocketbook and out of. 
your bedroom. 

Government is good when it 
redresses wrongs. Slavery was 
Wrong. Second-class', citizenship 
for women was wrong. Second- 
class educational and employ- 
ment opportunity for members of 
racial minorities was and is 
wrong. Affirmative action is 
. abundantly - justified. 

; Government is bad when it ob- 
streets the free flow of ideas, ma- 
terial goods, services or people. 
Censorship, tariffs and unduly re- 
strictive immigration policies all 
injure society. . 

Government is good when it 
appeals to the better angels of our 
nature, when it contributes to a 
sense of community, both at home 
and abroad. 

It is -best for government to 

- guide with a light touch here, to 
be evocative as opposed to pre- 
scriptive. This is a point that 
divides official ’ Washington; 
Many congressional Republicans 
seem to have intentionally 
-forsworn this power of govern- 
ment, while both Bill and Hillary 

. .Clinton have long embraced it 
Finally, government is bad when 

• its representatives tell people, 1 ‘We 
understand more fully man you 
what’s good for you.” This is a 
common failing of the Democratic 

- left; in hock to unions and trial 
. lawyers, and of the so-called -Re- 
publican cuhnral right, in thrall to 
homophobia and xenophobia. 

- That’s “it” ' 

Mr. Weld. a Republican, was 

• governor of Massachusetts from 
; 1991 to 1997. He contributed this 

comment to The New York Times. 



An Absurd Race Secret 

That Saps Self -Esteem 

By Jill Nelson 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Close the Nuclear Club 

Regarding “Sanctions Won't 
Curb Proliferation ” (Opinion. 
Nov. 28) by Joseph S. Nye Jr.: 

Mr. Nye makes a common rec- 
ommendation that is sometimes 
taken to be innovative: “The 
United States should offer India 
and Pakistan advice on the com- 
mand and control of nuclear 
weapons, including technical as- 
sistance on permissive action links 
that prevent unauthorized use if 
they all into terrorists 1 hands” 

This advice is misguided, since 
the technical assistance suggested 
is unnecessary and would undercut 
the international consensus that In- 
dia and P akistan should not be 
rewarded for their nuclear tests. 

."s haring command and control 
technology also sends a message 
to other states interested in nu- 
clear weapons: The United States 
-wriil try to stop them from “going 
nuclear,” but once they have 
. crossed the Rubicon it will accept 
them as nuclear weapon states and 
supply them with technology. 

This goes against Mr. Nye’s 
. own recommendation and the ex- 
pressed consensus of the other 
states party to the Nuclear Non- 
proliferation Treaty, which have 
made it dear that, as far as they are 
concerned, the nuclear weapon 


club is not open to new members. 

ERICH. ARNETT 
Sotna, Sweden. 

The writer is leader of the Pro- 
ject on Military Technology at the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute. 

Korea’s Land Mines 

. With tiie Pentagon's recogni- 
tion that North Korea's ability to 
overrun die South is disintegrat- 
ing ("Pyongyang Losing Edge to 
Invade' US. Asserts." Nov. 281. 
the United States' justification for 
rejecting the international treaty 
banning anti-personnel land 
mines — the defense of South 
Korea — has crumbled. 

ARTHUR H. WESTING. 

Putney, Vermont. 

Animal-Free Medicine. 

Regarding “ Placental Blood: A 
Simpler Transplant Than Bone 
Marrow “ (Nov. 27): 

This article provides a classic 
lesson in medical history. It serves 
to illustrate that major medical 
breakthroughs occur despite, and 
not because of, experimentation 
on laboratory animals. 

Animal experiments continue 
to confuse scientists, thereby 


delaying medical advances. The 
highly publicized baboon bone 
marrow transplant given to an 
AIDS patient. Jeff Getty, in 1995, 
was deemed unsuccessful. 

Were it not for our fixation with 
laboratory animals, the idea of 
using the umbilical cords and pla- 
centas of newborn infants to save 
patients with leukemia, lymph- 
oma and similar blood cancers 
might have occurred a lot sooner 
— to the benefit of mankind and 
without wasting animal lives. 

ANDRE MENACHE. 

London. 

The writer is president of Doc- 
tors and Lawyers for Responsible 
Medicine. 

It’s Not Life and Death 

Maureen Dowd just doesn't get 
it C Don't Blame the Press for a 
Job h Had to Do." Nov. 19). The 
“fickle electorate” to which she 
refers seems to have a better un- 
derstanding of the situation, and 
can therefore make the distinction 
between “sex and lies” and “life 
and death.* ’ It is precisely because 
the Clinton scandal is about the 
former, and not the latter, that 
U.S. voters said, "Enough.” 

ROBERT SCHEIBER. 

Maisons-Alfort, France. 


N EW YORK — The uproar 
here last week over a white 
teacher's use of a book called 
“Nappy Hair” in her third-grade 
classroom says more about many 
African-Americans' enduring 
discomfort with some of the phys- 
ical features of blackness than 
about the book or the teacher. 

In using the book, Ruth Sher- 
man, a 27-year-old teacher at 
Brooklyn's Public School 75, 
srumbled onto a volatile race 
secret and uncovered a strain of 
self-hatred in African-American 

MEANWHILE 

culture that in this instance made 
education an explosive issue. 

Written in a gospel-type calJ- 
and-response style. “Nappy Hair’ ‘ 
is a cheerful story of a young girl 
with the “kinkiest, the nappiest, 
the fuzziest, the most screw ed up, 
squeezed up. knotted up. tangled 
up. twisted up. nappiest hair ... 
you've ever seen in your life.” 

Apparently the teacher thought 
the text would build self-esteem 
among black and Latino students. 

But many of her students’ par- 
ents thought differently and com- 
plained to her superiors. Ms. Sher- 
man was removed from her 
classroom and temporarily trans- 
ferred to a desk job; she says some 
parents have threatened her life. 

While Ms. Sherman understood 
her students' need for positive 
self-images, it is clear she had no 
inkling that sometimes barriers to 
thai self-esteem are perpetuated 
not by the white community but 
by the black one. Since blacks 
rarely use the word ■'nappy” 
around whites, it is not clear if Ms. 
Sherman knew that in the black 
community it is not simply a de- 
scription of hair texture, but is 
often used as an insult. 


culture in which most women are 
fixated on hair, and it is generally 
held that long, straight hair is the 
most desirable. If you buy into 
those criteria, most women of Af- 
rican descent are eliminated from 
the running. African-Americans 
learn this early in the value-laden 
language of hair in our commu- 
nities. Straight hair has hisi oricaJiy 
been “good,” nappy hair "bad. 

These attitudes may well have 
originated in the days of slavery, 
when relative rewards were given 
to those slaves who. usually as 
a result of rape, were of mixed 
parentage. Too many African- 
Americans have internalized and 
passed down these beliefs, as if 
proximity to whiteness inherently 
enhanced our worth. 

Most African-American women 
have to deal with issues involving 
hair first for ourselves and then for 
our children. Two decades ago I 
was worried because my 2-year- 
old daughter had almost no hair. 
Well-meaning people reassured 
me that baldness was a sign she 
would arow up to have “good 
hair. Me. I just wanted her to have 
Hair — good, bad. preferably in- 
different. 

Ms. Sherman may have been 
armed with good intentions, but in 
using “Nappy Hair’ in the 
classroom she tapped into a well- 
guarded secret in a community that 
is often under attack and has much 
to defend against. I suspect that the 
negative reaction to “Nappy 
Hair” springs from misinforma- 
tion and embarrassment that this 
young white woman inadvertently 
exposed both the depth and the 
absurdity of a race secret. 

In writing, "coming on across 
the ocean from Africa ... one nap 
of her hair is the only perfect circle 
in nature," Ms. Herron used 
nappv hair as a metaphor for the 
tenacity, resilience and creativity 


Th ankf ully, this attitude is not icimcuy. icamwuww «•» 

monolithic The author of of people of African descent. That 
‘ ‘Naoov Hair.” Carolivia Herron, some read her words as an insult is 

r «r c. A lick 


an assistant professor of English 
at California State University at 
Chico and an African-American, 
intended . the book to be a cel- 
ebration of a little girl’s indom- 
itably unruly hair and spirit 


neither the writer’s problem nor 
the teacher's. It is an issue that 
must be dealt with by those who 
use “nappy” not as a description 
but as an epithet and then attack 
the messengers who dare to cbal- 


tblv unruly nair ana spun. mtspw-ew- — -- 

The story is based on childhood lenge their destructive attitudes, 
tales that an uncle made up about — 

Ms. Hereon, the proud owner of a 
head full of nappy hair. The author 
said she was saddened but not 


surprised by the current uproar. 
We black Americans live in 


The writer, author of ” Straight . 
No Chaser: How I Became 
a Grown-Up Black Woman, 
contributed this comment to 
The New York Times. 
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the U.S. contribution by $400 numon 
over the next five years. The increase, if 
funded by Congress, would be in ad- 
dition to about $500 million in existing 


aid plans for the same period. 

The international pledges, on an an- 


Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz **** 

during a ceremony at the Martyrs mpnument in Baghdad on Tperfay. tfjjJlK ■ 

• ... il 1 1 i"f I 


nual basis, are nearly equivalent each 
ear to the Palestinian Authority’s entire 
_860 million budget. They would rep- 
resent about a quarter of the $33 billion 
Palestinian economy, which has been in 
sharp decline since the peace process 
began. Since Israel and die Palestinians 
reached mutual recognition in Septem- 
ber 1993, every Palestinian economic 
indicator, from employment to per-cap- 
ita income, has crashed. Adjusted for 
inflation, the gross domestic ^product 
was smaller last year than in 1995. 

The United States has spent $375 
million in direct aid and financed $125 
min in n in loan guarantees since the last 
such donor conference in October 1993, 


UN Aide Asks Iraq 
For War Document 


UNITED NATIONS, New York — 
The chief UN weapons inspector, Rich- 
ard Butler, has asked Iraq to hand over 
immediately a document detailing mu- 
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with Mr. Saddam, and said he had de- 
cided to return to Iraq.® quashmedia 
speculation that he was p faffl u p gto de- 
fect. Mr. fiaizan senw-urinf* three 
months ago as. Iraq’s etivoy.to the 
United Nations in. Geneva. Hehas not 
returned io Iraqsince.tbe end of die Gulf 
•War in 1991. " . : ;.(AfP) 
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EgyptianRightsAide 

exchange of lettere releaaed Monto- _ AMn.tnA fkwr RlJlrfl. 


which produced $2.1 billion in all for 
the Palestinian economy. Most of the 
American funding went to build hous- 
ing and roads, using Palestin ian labor to 
increase employment, but the larger part 
of the international contribution went to 
“budgetary support” — r making up for 
chronic shortfalls in Mr. Arafat’s ability 

to meet the Palestinian public payrolL 

* ’The money is good, and the general 
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exchange of letters released Monday. J 
Mr. Butler, in a letter to Deputy Prune ACCUSBtt LFVtiF lUfKUA 
Minister Tariq Aziz, said Baghdad ‘ " ’ . - 

should surrender a copy of the doc- CA®0 . — 
ument, seen in July but not given to ordered a 15-day 
inspectors at the Iraqi. Air Force, retaiy-general of 
Squarters I byNov.30.Therewasno nization for 
sign mat the document had arrived by Saada, and accused hum 
Monday, but diplomats expect the .pres- . takmg. foreign- funds witb^nHe^ii 
sure® cominoe. (Reuters) of 




Envoy , Back in Iraq, 
Denies Saddam Rift 


feeling and support is good," said 
Palestinian pl anning minister, Nabil 
Shaath, reflecting a jubilant mood in 
Mr. Arafat’s delegation. 

Mr. Arafat has used his American visit 
to press ahead with his case for state- 
hood. He welcomed the donors’ pledges 
and in a speech Sunday to Arab Amer- 
icans he predicted that 1999 “will be the 
year of the independent Palestinian 
state.” He stopped short, however, of 
repeating threats to declare statehood 
with or without Israel's consent when the 
agreed five-year “interim period” of 
limited autonomy expires May 4. 


cial officials said. 

Mr. Abu Saada was summoned to a 
court bearing after a weekly, A1 Osboa. 
accused his organization of “treason” 
for taking a $25,00(1 check 1 ftonirihe 
British Parliament’s human^ frights com- 
mittee in return for publishings report 
in September on police brutality against 
Coptic Christians. ' (AFP) 


BAGHDAD — President Saddam - mittee in return for publishiflg.a repeat 
Husrein ’shalf-brotiier, Baizan Tibia; in September. on pohcebnitahty iguift 
returning home after 11 years as an CopncChristians. . 

envoy, is to receive condolences for his 

late wife, it was aniwanced Tuesday. ■■ jx, xL Rppnrd " ’ ’ 
According to banners in Baghdad JPO# InAS 
squares, Mr. Barzan is to receive con- 7 _ ' * • : . _ i 

dJlences for his wife in the family's . - The U.S. secretary of drfense, WH- 
home region of Tikrit over a three-day liam Cohen, 

period sorting Thursday. Mr. Barzan’s trana of Colombia have announced 
wife, a sister of Mr. Saddam’s wife, died plans to step 

of cancer in Switzerland last month. .. -the war on drug trafficking, d^hdmga 
In an interview with a Jordanian pledge to increase Pentagon waam&Jf. 
newspaper Tuesday, he denied any rift • Colombia’s armed forces. ; - 
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THE WIDOW KILLER 

By Pavel Kohout. m Illustrated. 
391 pages. $24.95. St. 
Martin's Press. 


Reviewed by 
Richard Bernstein 


W E are in the world of 
evil and evil retaliation 


in this new novel by the dis- 
tinguished Czech playwright 
Pavel Kohout, whose works 
were banned for 20 years in 
his own country. 

“The Widow Killer” takes 


place in the final months' of 
World War IL Prague senses 
its imminent liberation, but the 
evil of the occupation is re- 
incarnated in the evil of having 
been occupied. A murderer is 
loose in the city, a deranged 
but resourceful figure who 
performs a series of ritual slay- 
ings, gruesome in their details, 
of German and Czech widows 
and then, when the Germans 
begin to withdraw, anoints 
himself the avenger of his 
wounded, nation. 

In the end, a kind of moral 
reversal takes place in which 
the victim and the victimizer, 
the Czech and the German, 
change places, the one be- 


coming criminal as the other 
strives to atone for his mis- 
deeds. 

What starts out in other 
words, like a murder mystery, 
a taut and suspenseful thriller, 
turns into a powerful and 
gripping allegoiy by a writer 
steeped in the tragic lessons 
of Czechoslovak history. 

“The Widow Killer" is 
also a provocative book, pro- 
vocative if only , because one 
of Kohdut’s two main char- 
acters is a German policeman 
who is a liaison between the 
criminal police in Prague and 
the Gestapo. This representa- 
tive of the Reich, a man at first 
inclined to assume tint the 
dftflth camps ore a nasty ru- 
mor, transforms himself into a 
good man as he helps the po- 
' lice try to catch the murderer. 

It is a measure of Kohout’s 
success in this novel that this 
transformation, which might 
have come across as con- 
trived, a sappy illustration of 
human universality, is per- 
suasive in a book that is 
solidly grounded in both his- 
tory and psychology. 

The story begins in Feb- 
ruary 1945 when the murder- 
er kills a German resident of 


Prague, the Baroness of Pam- ’ er.moremysterioasinitsway 
crania arid the widow of a than the Nazr political cruelty 


German general who. turned that inspired it ' • • 

against: Hitler. On the day 'of , The denouement of Ko- 

~ m • a ii- - j . i ^ i. AaWsaa Qmtncf 


the murder, an Allied bomb 
has landed in the city rind 
destroyed some buildings. ‘ _ 


hone’s -book comes against 
the background of the five- 
day Prague uprising in May 


strayed some buildings. ■ ' day Prague uprising in May 
In the midst of the turmoil. 1945 when the Czechoslov- 


caused by the bomb, a young 
Czechoslovak assistant de- 
tective named Jan. Morava is 
assigned by : the Germans , to 


aks, led by the Communists, 
took control of the city from 
toe weakened and demoral- 
ized German troops. Morava 


investigate toe murder. He is and Buback become allies m 
supervised in the -case .by two senses: one, to catch the 




Chief Inspector Buback. a widow killer, and two, to twjk 
German police official from vent the Czechoslovaks fr«^F- 
Dresden who works in' the ' taking on the murderous as- 




1- ■‘[■I? 


Prague Gestapo. - 
Hie Germans claim to be 


pects of the departing Nazis. ' 
The action is worthy of a 


eager to capture toe murderer thriller whose ending it would 
to insure the safety of Gentian be unfair to give away here. 


civilians in Prague. The real But this is a novel written by a 
reason is that Buback ’s su- former dissident from Czech- 
the Gestapo chief in osIovakX most of . whose 
e, wants to collect in- postwar -history does not iri- 
itioii about toe Czech- spire optimism. Indeed, Ko- 
ak police, the only hout leaves ns with a brief and 


vV*-: 


formation about toe Czech- 
oslovak police, the only 


group in the city that could bitter afterward, ' indicating , 
make serious trouble for the that the end of “The Widow 


Nazis as the Allied and Soviet Killer’ * was really just a new 


armies approach: 


begriming . for Czechoslovfc- 


What makes Kohput's stor} . kia, one in which, atieastfos a 
effective is, in part, the. com- time, good and eyfl bpamje ; 


plicated authenticity of its ever more iridistinguis 


BEST SELLERS 


background. . ‘*The Widow “Hjstoiy ' proves: 'tUffle 

Killer” raovides a vivid pbr- worst atrocities -are 
trait of Prague as the da of committed by the keepers of a 
Nazi cxxupatioQ ended arid the sacred truth,- who. tnily ' -be- 
uncertain future yawned. Ko- Iieye: in. their- .mission,’ V 
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The Nev York. Thnes 
Thu Pol ii based on reports from more 
ibaa 1000 bookstores ihroaghoul the 
United Scu». Weeks on the list are am 
neeeMarily consecutive. 

FICTION 

Tkb LMWitb 

M(tk ns abt 

1 A MAN IN FULL, by Tom 

Wolfe..— 1 2 

2 MIRROR IMAGE, by 

Oanieflc Steel 8 2 

3 WHEN THE WIND 

BLOWS. by James 

Paterson...— 2 3 

4 ALL THROUGH THE 
NIGHT, by Mary Higgins 

Clark 5 5 

5 BAG OF BONES, by 

Stephen Kim 7 8 

6 Tlffi' V.AMWE ARM AND. 


tv Am: Rice — — . — 4 5 

7 THE PATH OF 

DAGGERS, by Robert 
jLKdin. 5 4 

8 THE POISONWOUD 

BIBLE, by Barbara 
KiqgWI«cr.-‘ — — 6 5 

ORAfflBOW SK. by Tom 
Chitcy — - H IS 

JO WELCOME TO THE 
WORLD. BABY GIRL 
bv Fannie Flags 10 8 

11 THE LOCKET. by 

Richard Pul Evans 13 t 

1 2 THE HAMMER OF 


2 FOR THE LOVE OFTHE 

GAME by Mictud 
Iordan 2 3 

3 ...AND THE HORSE HE 

RODE IN ON. by Janes 
Carville 5 4 

4 CONVERSATIONS 
WITH GOO: Bonk 3. by 

Neale Donald WaJsch lb 2 

5 THE PROFESSOR AND 
THE MADMAN, by 

Simon Winchester 6 9 

<THE TEN COMMAND 
MENTS. by Laura 
Scgfesungtf ant Stew on ■ 

Vogel 4 10 

7 THE * DEATH OF 

OUTRAGE, by William J. . 
Bennett— 3 12 

8 VALUES OF THE 
GAME, by BiU Bradley- IS 2 

9 CONVERSATIONS 
WITH GOD: Book I. by 

Neale Donald Wabch 11- 102 

10 UNDBERGH. by A_ Scon 

Berc 7 8 

11 DAVE BARRY TURNS 

50. by Dave Barry 14 5 

12SHAkESPEARE: The 
Invention of die Human. 

by Harold Bkwnt - 8 3 

13 A WALK fN THE 


hout evokes toe political shu- Morava’s Czechoslovak st- 
ation. which included not only perior, a consistent- moral 


Nazi efforts to hold Prague as voice in this novel, saysax rate 
an escape route for troops on poiDt. “And that mission ih- 


the Eastern front bat also the eludes destroying all caber 
deadly competition between truths-— which, or course, are 


Czechoslovak democrats and nothing but ties^akmgf with 
Communists, both of whom anyone who supportsThem. 1 ’ 


know the end of Nazi power is 
only days away. 

At the center of the story is 
the intense, 'suppressed re- 


Thar statement would sc 
to be : Kohoul ; speak 
. through toectoaracier^toat i 
resents him in this be 


sentment of toe Czech oslov- ; which,- like Its author.'is deep ; 
aks toward toe occupiers arid and . pessimistic bat not-sun-. 


the inclination of some of aware that humankmd.soooa* 
them .to take on a kind of or latex, can learn suujetiriBg 


personal megalomania, em- 
bodied in die Prague mnrder- 


from toe mistakes of toe prist- 
- .'/Nev York Vines Service • l " 


WOODS, by Bin Btysoo. 12 
14 PURE DRIVEL by Sieve 


Living jn rm: L.S.? 


’ EDEN, by Ken Foltea - . 9 4 

(MEMOIRS OF A 


Mania. — .. — 10 
IS A PIRATE LOOKS AT 
FIFTY: by Jimmy Baton 13 


13 MEMOIRS OF A 

GEISHA, bv Arthur 
Gokkn 1 12 53 

14 TODAY I FEEL SILLY* 

OTHER MOODS THAT 
MAKE MY DAY. h) 

Jamie Lee Cntn — 15 4 

15 THE PRESENT, by 

Johatma Undwy U 3 


ADVICE. HOW-TO 
AND MISCELLANEOUS 


NONFICTION 

1 TUESDAYS WITH 
MOftRIE. by Mitch 

Albom I 58 


1 SOMETHING MORE, by . 
Sarah Ban Breathnacb.-... 1 
1 THE BREAST CANCER 
PREVENTION DIET, by 
Robert Amu 2 

3 SUGAR BUSTERS! by H. 

Lcutuoa Steward ct af. 3 

4 W LIFE IS A GAME. 

THESE ARE THE RULES, 
by CbefteGw-Sas 


Now printed in New York ; ; 
for same day: 
delivery in dties. 

To subscribe, call 
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By Lawrence K. Altaian : 

— Y irk Times Service ■ - 


ines in Developing Countries 




• ' T^^^gamstiourchildhDba 

! . * developing countries, 

v . . Tp K believed to be among the Iareest ' 

? -aftFT* donations 588* 

* a ** 9 "** Mth organiaiion &:■ 

f : r- Pt 1 !? 1 ^ 00 ’ 5?®* anD °opeed In New York 
i : r Cl| y> ts * e second largest from Mr. Crates, andii 
‘ -comes at , itm» when he Is battling 

B lKtctog^fo U.s: District Court iTwSS. 
n. But Mr. Gates said in an interview that the 
tron was part of his expanding bhilanthmri^ 
t and that feetimrtg is coincrten^^^ ’ 
Gates is die world’s wealthiest pereon 
in estimated net worth of at least $60 Guion.’ 
jaies.whohas been criticized for not being 
generous, said that he and his wife had 


'given $2 billion to create two foundations. A 
•spokeswoman said- $164 million had been dis- 
tributed. Mr. Gates has also said he will even- 
hiaply give. away, about 95. percent of his for- 
.tunt. . ... . .. • 

■The donation on Wednesday is from one of his 
foundations, the William H. Gates Foundation , to 
the.- .Program for Appropriate Technology in 
Health, a Seattle>basea gronp known as PATH. 

It wUI initially focus on four vaccines against 
respiratory,' diarrheal : and liver, diseases. Two 
r vaccines prevent respiratory ailments caused by 
the bacteria Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) 
and streptococcus pneumoniae. Hie other two 
vaccines prevent rotavirus infection, a diarrheal 
illness,' and hepatitis B, a* viral liver disease. The 
foundation said die -four diseases account for 
about 2:5 million childhood deaths a year, or 
about one-third of the World Bazik’s estimate of 
rttapal. childhood deafen from infectious diseases 
■worldwide.' 

- Zu die Uni ted States, Hib infection, which can 
pause ear infections and meningitis, has nearly 


disappeared, as a result of vaccinati ons beginn ing 
at two months. Hepatitis B vaccine is recom- 
mended for routine infant immunization. Earlier 
this year, the Federal Food and Drug Admin- 
istration gave marketing approval for an oral 
vaccine Against rotavirus. It is recommended for 
infants beginning at age 6 weeks. Approval for an 
improved vaccine for use in infants under two 
years against streptococcus pneumonia is ex- 
pected soon, a spokesman for Mr. Gates said. 

Mr. Gates and PATH officials said the money, 
at least in early stages, would be spent finding 
ways. to make the vaccines widely available to 
children in developing countries. 

In recent years, pharmaceutical companies 
have used genetic engineering and other tech- 
niques io make more technologically complex, 
but more expensive, vaccines. Although such 
vaccines usually become widely available for 
children in developed countries, they are out of 
reach in poor countries. 

PATH was founded io improve die health of 
women and children in this country and abroad. 


Dr. James May nurd, a HATH official. «..iid that 
his group received S7<u.(ifi0 from Mr. Galen's 
foundation in I9v5. arof an additional 52 . 1 mil- 
lion this year, to support family planning and 
related aci!vin-> 

PATH has tic\ eiojvd rurriviiL- about binh 
control, infection pre'.ennon. delaying marriage 
and children. Schools in Kenya aiid factories in 
Indonesia have c*ed the material, uccordmc to 
PATH. 

A Web site ■ i:v. v. .riiu.i -re / aims a: keeping 
family planning clinics, particularly fno.se w ith 
little financial resources, current about AIDS, 
reproductive tract infections, female genital mu- 
tilation and other important public" health is- 
sues. 

PATH has also focused on providing hepatitis 
B immunization and has grow n increasingly con- 
cerned about the cost, distribution anu other 
problems developing countries fucr in buy ing the 
newer vaccines. Dr. Maynard said. Donor fatigue 
is setting in. Dr. Maynard said, and concern is 
growing that ir. some countries, the money spent 


on costlier vaccines is taken from budgets to pay 
immunization workers and support the health 
s\ stem. 

” Mr. Gales said that he became interested in the 
vaccine problem through meetings that he, his 
wife and his father (who heads the Si. 8 billion 
William H. Gates Foundation \ have held with 
PATH officials and other scientists since Feb- 
ruary. 

PATH s official proposal for a large-scale 
vaccine initiative came in the last 60 days. Mr. 
Gales said. 

Dr. Maynard said that PATH intended to im- 
prove vaccine administration in as many as IS 
countries in the next 10 years by developing 
partnerships with the World Health Organiza- 
tion. Unicef and other international groups. 

Aided by the Gates donation. PATH intends to 
try to low er the cost of vaccines and maintain a 
steady supply of them through cooperative ef- 
forts of pharmaceutical companies, scientists, the 
World Bank. World Health Organization. Unicef 
and other bodies. 


jPmochet Goes 
■After Heated 


Dispute With 


Loudon Clinic 


By Warren Hoge 

New York Times Service 



DEALS: Oil-Price Drop Nudges t/.S. and European Companies 


Continued from Page 1 


LONDON — - *• General. August© 
Wfnochet on Tuesday left the exclusive 
fuXpndoh hospital Where hie has spent the 
.xlasrt month after officials there expressed 
. irritation over his .continued presence 
lx and threatened legal action to force him 
Vi out _ : 

no, Ah ambulance under, police escort 



ikr ftK/V 


no, An amooiance under police escort 
-•{ emerged from the hospital gates shortly 
before 7 P M. local, time and tended off 
l -to an undisclosed destination. Friends 
,mhave reportedly been looking for a se- 
"rcore house on a luxurious estate in Sur- 
sr.rey, where the former Chilean dictator 
-;jcan stay while his legal problems in 
jr. England unfold. • , • ' 
iv His departure put to an end a disunite 
( -between General Pinochet and hospital 
authorities who* in recent days bluntly 
labeled hnn an unwanted guest 
A spokesman fofr Grove-lands Priory 
Hospital had said he received a cleui bill 
-fjiof health two weeks ago and suggested 
-%.he might be extending his stay 

us to avoid gearing at upcoming hearings 
r i on bis possible extradition to Spain. ; 

,. In a statement with the drilling toneof 


Bcsral LVjpipwfBt-norrs 

Francois Cornells, left, the Petrofina chief, listening Tuesday to Thierry 
Demarest, the Total chief, at the announcement of their planned merger. 


Standard Oil trust, which was broker, up 
by government regulators nearly nine 
decades ago. Now. however, the in- 
dustry is moving in the direction of large 
companies, according to Lysle Drinker, 
an analyst at John S. Herofd Inc., an 
energy analysis company in Greenw ich. 
Connecticut. 

The deals announced Tuesday “prob- 
ably just accelerated what was going to 
happen anyway," he said. “The entire 
marketplace is shifting to bigger and 
bigger players.’* 

One reason, he said, was that formerly 
government-controlled oil companies in 
several countries have been privatized, 
“expanding their horizons to other 
countries, so it's not just Exxon com- 
peting against Fina, it's Exxon com- 
peting against a multitude of very large. 


very well capitalized companies." 

White the Exxon-Mobil arrangement 
seems driven by the opport unities to cut 
costs, analysis said Total's interest in 
Fina has to do w ith reducing its reliance 
on the upstream part of the business, the 
exploration for and production of oil. 

“Total has always been a bit top- 
heavy in the upstream, which worked to 
their advantage during times of high oil 
prices, buc in the current period of price 
weakness, this more integrated approach 
will serve the company well.*' Richard 
Kri jgsnian of Peirocompanies in Lon- 
doiuoid Reuters. 

Other analysts said Total may have 
paid toe* much for Fina. noting that there 
was also overcapacity in the refining 
industry. “They've paid over the odds 
for it.*' Ronald’ Wright, an oil -industry' 
analyst at Credit Lyonnais Securities in 
London, told AFX News. "We think 


BOOKS* Digital texts Are Starting to Find Their Place Alongside Printed Works 


Continued from Page I 


morC.aSa content provider: 1 look at my 
il-year-old son's, school backpack, 
which. f wony is ruining his spine, and 1 
can, seb advantages to electronic books. 


fields, says that in the coming months 
two of its standard reference works — 


Lions or advertising for revenue. The 
Gutenberg Project,*" for example, has 


Kiik-Othmer Encyclopedia of placed thousands of classics on-line 


Chemical Technology, and the Wiley 
Encyclopedia of Electrical and Electron- 
ics Engineering — will be available on- 


We-know we are standing on the edge of line. Like most other reference works on 


a precipice/' . .. 

*■ The notion. that a shift is imminent 
comeS because of several parallel de- 
vefopmqnts. First, electronic book teeb- 


the Internet, those books will be ac- 
cessible for a fee. 

That is also the case with an Internet 
publishing site called Online Originals, 


oology is advancing rapidly, with better which publishes original works of fiction 


ifca landlord’s notice, the hospital said it 
9f repeatedly had reminded his advisers of 


repeatedly had reminded his advisers of 
the need for the move. • 

General Pinochet responded wife' his 
own statement, saying he was “ dis- 
tressed" at the “wholly unfounded" 


'interpretation being put on his failure |q 
< vacate. Michael Caplan. an attorney for . 

-'/the generaL said bis client bhd planned 

on departing Monday but that plans had 
. -< fallen through. : ; , 

• *? Gene^ Pinochet is ^zn^couirt pec. 

. - • 1 1 for a hearing oh a Spanish petition to 

- - i have him stand trialin Madrid on charges 

■ - -of genocide, terrorism and tortrirein con- 
.. -.aeclfonwifotitenmrdersor"disappear- 

- ances" of 3,179 people during (he yuais 
.... - i after he seized power in Chile in 1973: 

, ^ TTie extradition request is under sra'dy 

’ ! <~ by Home Secretary Jade Straw, theBriti 

•j'ish law enforcement minister, who alone 
'jjbas the power to interrupt the process 
■ . J ^^od send General Pinochet home. One of 
-(the grounds available to him for taking 
. such action is a finding that the 83-year- . 
. : old general is not physically or mentally 
ofrL •/ "1 

' .t The British government has remained, 
officially aloof from the sensitive djp- 
-> iomatic case, saying it is a matter for me 
jcourts. Prime Minister Tony Blair Mid 
■ -rlast week that neither he nor cabinet 
-colleagues of. Mr. Straw’s anticqjate 

- / neven being consulted about Mr. Straw’s 

. ^decision. 

/.• On Tuesday, the government took a 
: " ", r detached j^iew to 'Secretary of State 

-.Madeleine Albright’s comment Monday 

- ' - that Chile’s right and desire to deal with 

* •• ' own past deserved "significant re- 

spwet." Mr. Blair's spokesman said, 
-- "*‘wSy are entitled to express their 
"vi!w>. We don ’t think there is anything 
.•improper about people making their 
■‘views known.-’’. .. . . . 

' He said that Mrs. Albrighthad spoken 

. to Foreign Secretary Robin Cook about 
’■the case and that Mr. Cook had .ex- 
5 plained the legal process and. the gov- 
ernment's stance of distancing itself 

* "front it- ■p-.o, 

- In die House of Commons on Tues- 

- .’day, ODe of Mr. Cook’s juries saidfoat 

the- "Pinochets of the future .shojjkJ 
ttgke note that Britain bad just * 

- ’JfcatvereatiDffa new. international court 

* ■To&ecrintesagamsthun^ty-^ 

Llovd a Foreign Office mimster of state, 

..rXSi-jatfc 

1 - rn the Pinochets of the future thw tnetr 

- ... i. actions simply will not betdeiated any- 

I where on ibis planet. . ^ 

.: Ever since General Pinochet w«s « 

rested in a London cluuc 

case has been a lively ^ 

between the opposition Conservati , 

■ beUeve the gMerai^oaW 

i the Labour mOTten, 

: many of whom want to see him sent w 

i ; Spain for uiaL ■ 

l lli ^ « US. to Release Pinoehet Fifofi 

iBcaawsaja^ 




screen resolution end lazi&er battery life. 
The cost ofsoch devices is dropping; two 
kinds of.electronic books are on the mar- 
keter $300 to $500 each, and another, for 
&-000 to $T^QQ,is du^eariy nextyear^ 

; - All of dtaq aflow downloading of 
whole bocks from die Internet into their 
memories, pernptong a person to carry 
many books in one lightweight device. 
The devices allow, word searches and 
hirve built-in dictionary functions. • . 

' . Second, die amount of material avail- 
able ior; downloading is now enormous. 


that can be bought on-line for $7 each. 

Some publishers are placing texts on 
the Web for free, relying on contribu- 


Also, Eniedicinc.com offers, at no 
charge, a new encyclopedia for emer- 
gency-room physicians that was written 
by 400 doctors. Members of the military 
in far-flung places and a missionary in 
Haiti are among those who have told* the 
organizers. Dr. Scon Plamz. a research 
director at the Chicago Medical School, 
and Dr. Jonathan Adler of Massachu- 
setts General Hospital in Boston, that 
they found the site helpful. 

The site has been financed primarily by 


Dr. Plamz and Dr. Adler, who hope that 
advertising by drug companies will ul- 
timately allow the site to pay for itself. 

“We have up to 400.000 hits a day." 
Dr. Plantz said. 

The market for educational texLs was 
more than $5.5 billion last year, and the 
Interne) has only expanded that market, 
which has grown more than 8 percent so 
far in 1998. If textbooks do move further 
into the digital realm the potential for 
profits is likely to be greater still, be- 
cause that change could reduce the need 
for warehouses, trucks, returns and, even 
more significant, the used-book market. 


they may have done it in panic and been 
influenced by the current merger mania 
in the sector." 

Mr. Drinker of John S. Herald said 
that Total previously divested itself of 
U.S. refining assets but would acquire 
tw o Texas plants by purchasing Fina. He 
added that American regulators would 
probably force Exxon and Mobil to sell 
some refineries, putting more of these 
kinds of assets on the market, a negative 
for Total whether it decides to keep or 
sell the Fina operations. 

There was speculation that Total had 
to outbid its French rival. Elf Aquitaine. 
Total’s stock fell in Paris on Tuesday, 
reflecting some disenchantment with the 
offer. It closed at 618 French francs. 
($108.38;. down 87 on the day. By con- 
trast, Petrofina rose to 16,875 Belgian 
francs (S483.04», up 2,625 francs. 

Total said its arrangement called for 
payment of nine of its shares in exchange 
for every two shares of Petrofina held by 
a group of shareholders that collectively 
own 9.6 million shares, or 4 1 percent of 
the company. Many of those shares arc 
owned by entities affiliated with Baron 
Albert Frere, the Belgian financier who 
is to become a vice chairman of the 
combined company. 

At Tuesday’s closing price, rhv Total 
bid is worth 1 7, 1 1 1 .49 Belgian francs for 
each Fina share. Total plans to offer 
other Fina shareholders the same nine- 
for-two exchange ratio next year. 

Exxon is also offering stock in its bid. 
at a ratio of 1 .320 1 5 of its shares for each 
Mobil share. Stock in both companies 
weakened Tuesday, with Exxon falling 
$3,375 to close at $71,625 and Mobil 
down $2.50 at $83.50. 


EUROPE: Paris Joins London in Pushfof~anEV Defense Policy 


Continued from Page 1 


And third, a generation is coming of 
to for whom absorbing digital infoT- 


age for Hwbbm absorbing digital ‘ infer: 
maticKi seems easy and naturaL 
At Kent State University in Ohio, 
Roger Hdler, director of the informazion 
design, laboratory, said te planned to test 
two kinds of electronic books in classes 
next spring and fall. The band-held 
devices, which weigh 3 to 5 pounds, can 
store lO to 1 15 books- downloaded ‘from 
the Internet. ■ 


_ Daibdk SntdVTbe Anoctoud Prm 

Tony Blair decided this autumn to 
pursue the overtures from France, 


well as in Washington — that Britain 
will never be a pan of any program liable 
to jeopardize U.S. security ties with 
Europe. 

In the past, hopes for moves in this 
direction went nowhere because of am- 
biguous views in Washington about an 
EU role in defense. Officially, Wash- 
ington has applauded the idea of getting 
Europeans to assume a larger share of the 
defense burden, but many policymakers 
have feared that the change risked blur- 
ring command authority in the alliance. 


In particular, some U.S. officials fear 
that an independent European military 
capability could lead to paralyzing quar- 
rels in the alliance's councils and to 
political rivalry that could undermine 
America's role in Europe's military se- 
curity. 

To address this, the French-Briiish 
blueprint has a formula based on the 
seals of the threat to be faced. In a major 
crisis, the European allies' forces, just as 
they do now, would operate in NATO. 
But they would also be organized, at 
least on paper, for smaller contingencies 
where the European troops could func- 


tion as a multinational army under Euro- 
pean command, the officials said. In 
planning for these missions, the Euro- 
pean leadership would work within 
NATO under a new deputy to the al- 
liance's supreme commander. 

This dovetails with a 1995 NATO 
decision allowing Europeans to combine 
units of their own into special task forces, 
perhaps borrowing advanced U.S. equip- 
ment. This U.S. -backed approach has en- 
couraged French pragmatism in NATO, 
where France recently volunteered to ran 
a rescue mission for the embattled Ser- 
bian province of Kosovo. 

Jose Cutileiro, secretary-general of 


: Jh Japan, Mr. FidJer said, the automatic CT T1WMTT. IP ? f n'/v rpi ^ , . Ol^ I IPTT I? the WEU, said he doubted that Britain 

distributor of digital magaztoes, which is u ylfilTJ ll* JrrenCit m fjCrfliaTl jtxLjt AfireatenS tO IJlOCn £» iLXpQTlSlOtl and France had decided to scrap the 
to be' placed in train stations and aitport’ f' ■* organization,sayingitbadbecomtf“c3' 

wailing rooms; couldbecomea model for , Continuedfrom Page 1 vowed to wage a common fight to solve France, like the United States, has pable of mobilizing the assets of all 


writing rooms; could become* model for 
magazine aid newspaper distribution. 
The distributor is under development by 
tbeTapaneseeJ3ook Consortium, a group 
of abort- 150 publishing and consumer 
electronics companies. • 

One important change in tbe.last few 


vowed to wage a common fight to solve France, like the United States, has 


reference wades. Texts for physicians, 
lawyers ahdodigr professionals are being 
put on line, where they can be- updated 


parts to explain that they were united in 
their snpport-for EU enlargement, but 
they refused ro set any dates and ac- 
knowledged that further expansion must 
not take place until the Union carries out 
complex financial and institutional re- 
visions to accommodate 20 or more 
members. 

■ "France and Germany agree that 
Europe can't end ai its eastern frontier,*' 


the jobs crisis in Europe and work more rebuffed Mr. Fischer's call and contends 


vrith'grearer ease and at lower cost than Europe can't end'at its eastern frontier,*’ 
printed texts. Also, a growing number of Mr. Schroeder saitL “We want timely 


textbooks have on-line supplements for negotiation wife the entry candidates 
graphics,, pictures and, . increasingly, and we mean timely. T For his part, Mr. 

. * 1 — ' *- CnfVsa of io cti _ 


video, and audio supplements. Some . Chirac said that “reform of the insti- 


think it will not be long before fee attire rations is a prerequisite, but that does not 


books are transferred into festal format. 
■ John Wiley & Sons, which publishes 
texts for -professionals ia technical 


cast any doubt on our will to progress as 


rapidly as possible.” 
- While-Mr. Chirac 


Mr. Chirac and Mr. Schroeder 


closely on European defense matters, 
they did not bother to conceal glaring 
differences on a number of other press- 
ing matters. 

Germany’s announced intention to 
close its 19 nuclear power stations holds 
serious repercussions for France, which 
stands to lose lucrative waste-repro- 
cessing contracts as well as lucrative 
joint investments in nuclear power. 

France has also expressed anxiety 
about Germany's questioning of NATO 
nuclear doctrines, including a demand 
by Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer for 
an alliance debate over whether NATO 
should break whh previous policy and 
pledge never to be first in using nuclear 
weapons. 


that renouncing first-use of nuclear 
weapons would irreparably damage 
NATO’s deterrence capability. 

Bui Mr. Schroeder defended his for- 
eign minister and said that Germany 
would exercise its right to raise the de- 
bate within alliance councils. 

On immigration, Germany says it can- 
not afford to continue taking more than 
half of the foreigners entering the Euro- 
pean Union, and it wants other countries, 
including France, to accept a larger share 
of asylum-seekers and would-be immi- 
grants. France has rejected the German 
request because it fears accepting more 
foreigners would fuel racial tensions and 


pable of mobilizing the assets of all 
European countries.” 

But many European officials have 
long felt that the WEU is too diffuse. It 
faded io persuade governments to Jet it 
handle the disorders in Albania this year 
feat were ended by French and Italian 
forces. 

Now, the WEU’s assets — mainly a 
military planning team and a center in 
Spain for analyzing photographs taken 
by satellites — will be put into * 'a new ad 
hoc vessel in the EU." a French official 
said. 

The crucial shift, officials said, oc- 
curred this autumn when Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, reversing Britain’s long- 
standing refusal to discuss defense in EU 


push more French voters into the arms of councils, decided to pursue overtures 


the far-right National Front 


\ By. Kevin Sullivan •• 
• ' ; andtifeiy Jordan , 

: lltafertitpH Po& Service 


three tired men. “Everybody is healthy 
and in good humor,’’ Nikita Ovsyan- 
' iukov, a Russian wildlife expert on the 


powered satellite telephone. “It would 
have been much more horrific without 
that satellite phone, in the polar darkness 


• tr*m, told Reuters by telephone from with polar bears scratching at the door at 

1 , “Tl/_ _ -- nMV. rt iimni’r InKn W<rrl»» i 


nightly . visits from polar bears who was healthy. The only real problem was 
dav^<rttired6cff<^fedrtwo^oQmhut feat we were running out of food.” 

Fbeti month and ahaif, three filmmakers • "Basically onr health is good but we 

stranci^by blizzards on a desolate BUis- ' are thinner,” Tatsuhiko Kobayashi. a 
sianvSand- noithof fee Arctic Circle Japanese Revision producer, told the 
mostly Jatinfeedeikness to conserve foel aews ^service. He said he had lost 8 
and communicated by e-mail wilh would- kilograms (1 8 pounds) and now weighed 
be i«23ascni'tiueecootinans.. ' . about 65 kilograms. “It was very cold,” 
For fix: weeks fee blizzards raged be added. ‘‘And we bad packed just a 
aero® fee mountains of Wrangel Island' few clothes for autumn.’ ’ 

'infer Eakt SiberianSea, nonhwesreffee . Michael Stedrnan. managing director 


who rescued the men. The Russian Min- 
istry of Emergency Situations claimed 
credit, as did a private emergency rescue 
service hired by fee New Zealand film 
company. The confusion underscored 
fee delicate nature of the negotiations to 
rescue the men: a Japanese producer, an 
Australian cameraman and a Russian 
guide. Officials close to fee talks said 
that there was tremendous pressure 



from France on military cooperation. 

Defense — a domain where Britain is 
a major European power — is the 
strongest card that the Blair government 
can play to safeguard British influence 
as the European single-currency project 
goes ahead without London. 

British aloofness on defense issues 
had created a risk that France and other 
EU countries would take positions that 
conflicted with Britain’s interests in 
joint diplomacy, military cooperation 
and defense industry. 

France has long wanted a defense role 


for fee EU, especially one with decisions 
mainlv in fee hands of governments that 


The wildlife expert Nikita Ovsyan- 
nikov was among the filmmakers. 


mainly in fee hands of governments that 
supply forces. For Paris, a deal is timely 
in heightening the British- French de- 
fense relationship as a reminder to Ger- 
many’s new chancellor. Gerhard 
Schroeder, not to dismiss France as yes- 
terday’s partner. 

Under the new arrangement. France 
would become even more engaged with 
NATO without being obliged to budge 


Tierins Strait The nny research hut was' of Natural History New Zealand Ltd., a building to get fee men out Tuesday. from its official coldness toward fee 

■n Hrtr^nessfor 21 hoursa day with only film' company co-producing fee docu- Officials from several of the govern- the Russian government had arranged alliance since the French failed to get 
in oaisiiw 'a nitucb rt«» mm rrvntc invnlvrtrl fwwmllv favored ask- the rescue. But officials from the New command of NATO’s southern flunk 


wedtend', their food supplies were _ good condition given what they’ve just 
nearly exhausted, wife no way to get gone through — fee meager food ra- 


foodinorfeeraouL . . r . 

Then cm Tuesday the weatoer cleared 


lions, fee extreme cold and the psy- 
chological tensions." 


i TnTvkw of documents in 

, is conducting a rey« ^ jjghf on 


iusi enough for a helicopter to mAke fee One of fee ironies of fee rescue was the 
trio saSStbe frozen sea, pick fee men up. key rote played by technology — and its 
anS canv theni to safety on fee Siberian hmiBUtoos. The. world is now so totally 


Mid cany feera to safety on fee Siberian timiBfeons. The. world is now so totally 
mnirflanfeBv evening, fee meu were rest- woed fo ’ fee Internet that even three 


%&* 




maidandi By evening, fee men were rest- wueaw me interne? uiai even mice 
irve rt a hotel in fee frontier settlement pf people stranded rt one of fee most remote 
-and <fe&alai£ and difficult to reach Places on fee dobe 


much information as possible. 


Petek, itself: an ice-locked and desolate and difficult to reach places on the globe 
Aritic ciiqjost. but a welcome sight for were able to 'send e-mail via a battery- 


thinking was fear fee Coast Guard equip- 
ment and technology was superior to 
what the Russians had on hand. 

But fee Russians were reportedly un- 
comfortable with the idea of having 
Americans rescue a Russian in Russia 
and wanted to get fee men out as soon as 
possible to keep the issue from reaching 
a head. On Tuesday oighL the Japanese 
television network NHK, the other co- 
producer of the film, was reporting feat 


pany, said AEA had operated fee heli- 
copter feat lifted the men out. 

The three filmmakers — Mr. Koba- 
yashi. Mr. Ovsyannikov and Roiy 
McGuinness. a cornerman — arrived on 
Wrangel in mid-September and were 
scheduled to stay until mid-October. But 


command of NATO’s southern flank. 

“There will be more Europeanness 
but no dilution of NATO,” according to 
an aide to Mr. Chirac. 

He was referring to the idea of a 
“European caucus’ inside NATO that 
could impair decision-making. The 
germ of such a caucus is contained in the 
Amsterdam treaty on EU unification that 


weather severe even by the standards of France, 


is due to lake effect once it is ratified by 

.1 ■ r> i 


Ifte Arctic had prevented them from 
moving. They were huddled together in 
a small research hut at Point Blossom. 


in February. 


Mr. Blair seemed to have feat dead- 
line in mind in pressing for the new 
policy now. 
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Reviving Donizetti s Finale 

His Birthplace Celebrates a Double Anniversary 

L nrrhestra. chorus and 


By David Stevens 

/lift rn.iiwnul 1 1 frAJ T’ i fat'l 

B ERGAMO. Italy — Th® 
Gaetano Donizetti revival 
movement has been going on 
for a. few decades now. but it 
has just posted a red-letter day here with 
the exhuming of the composer s long- 
forgotten final opera. “Dorn Sebas- 
tian.” . . . . . 

Part of the problem, despite the rich- 
ness of the music, is that the work is a 
five-act French grand opera, written tor 
the Paris Opera when that now almost 
moribund genre was at its height- 
Durins the Paris rehearsals in 1843. 
Donizetti was plagued by the connnua 
and unmusical tinkering of his powerful 
librettist. Euaene Scribe, and by the iron 
caprices of 'the printa donna. Rosuie 
Stoltz. mistress of the opera s director. 
The composer was also contending with 
the first signs of the final stage ot the 
cerebral syphilis that would soon in- 
capacitate. then kill him. 

The first productions in Paris. Vienna 
and Milan had some success, but this 
was not durable, and the last notable 
production was in 1955 in Italian at the 
Florence Maeeio Musicale. conducted 


saved earlier. They, of course, love each 
other, although she is mamed to the 
Moorish military chief. Back in Lisbon. 
Sebastien finds his throne usurped and 
himself imprisoned as an impostor. The 
two lovers die in a futile escape attempt. 

The ending is oddly abrupt, as if the 
composer felt things had gone on too 
long but he didn't know how to stop. 
Yet despite the gloominess ot the story, 

. ‘ . “j .r ..nU nn. 


1 Ci. ui. 

there is an abundance of fine solo op- 
for tht» five nrincioals and a 


piUUUliUUll "iw ‘ “ , 

Florence Maggio Musicale. conducted 
bv Carlo Maria Giulini. 

The revival year was the major and 
closing event of the extended celebra- 
(ions — in the Lombard city where the 
composer was bom and died a! the 
bicentennial of his birth on Nov. -9. 
1797. and the 150th anniversary ot his 
death in 1848. 

And as befits the occasion, this was a 
serious business. It is the first use of a 
new critical edition published by Rieordi. 
in which Mary Ann Smart had the task of 
resolving many conflicting or incom- 
plete sources. The production includes 
the long Act 2 ballet, obligatory for the 
Paris Opera then but almost always cut 
now in revivals of French grand opera. 
And it was sung in mostly commendable 
French by a mostly Italian cast. 

The story is pseudo-history - about a 
real 16th-centurv king of Portugal who 
actually died in a lost battle in Morocco. 
In the opera, however, he survives thanks 
to a Moorish princess whose life he has 


Ult.ll. Oil MV——— ... J 

poriunities for the five principals and a 
rich lode of ensembles, including a 
solidly worked-oui septet. 

The first night cast came off m> 
pressivelv Sunday in roles thaL after all. 
were written for" some of the leading 
singers of the day. Giuseppe Sabbanni 
was unflinching in the tenor title role 
iwritten for Gilbert Duprez). stalwart m 
unremitting adversity and heroic in the 
vocal demands — High C s and D flat 
included. ... j 

Sonia Ganassi was in rich voice and 
dramatically passionate in the high- 
mezzo role of Zayda: Nicolas Rivenq. 
the one Frenchman in the cast, was 
splendidly flamboyant as the Moorish 
warrior Abayaldos. and Roberto Servile 
as Camoens. the soldier-poet, made the 
most of what are perhaps the opera s 
best known solos. Enrico Cossuna and 
Giorgio Suijan were sonorous villains 
as the usurping Dom Antonio and the 
really evil Grand Inquisitor. Daniele 
Gaiti, conducting the orchestra of Bo- 
loana’s Teatro Comunale. was in easy 

control of the proceedings. 

Pier Luigi Pizzi. who staged and de- 
signed. demonstrated how to use small 
means to suggest large events. He kept 
the action lo the front of the stage, 
broken by flights of steps, while through 
an ornate frame could be seen back- 
ground happenings — the departure of 
rhe fleet, the desen battle, a prison cell. 

The work won an enthusiastic re- 
ception on opening night in the Teatro 
Donizetti, although nothing approached 
the delirium and tons ot flowers ac- 
corded the ballet, mainly because of the 
elegant presence of Carla Fracci. the 
long-time La Scala prima ballerina. 

Although the first two performances 
i the production is double cast) were in 


Bergamo, the orchestra, chorus and bal- 
let are those of the Bologna theater, 
where this production opens the season 
on Sunday and will have eight per- 
formances' through Dec. 2 X 

A few days earlier. Bergamo mount- 
ed a new production of another opera 
that had a great success in its.day but is 
now a rarity — "‘II Furioso all Isold di 
San Domingo.” which dates from __ a 
decade earlier than "Dom Sebastien. _ 

The “furioso” of the title- is 
Cardenio. who flees to the island after 
being driven mad by his wife s infi- 
delity. He spends most of the opera in a 
state of rage, only to be reconciled with 
his contrite wife at the last second. 

The work falls in the semiseria cat- 
egory. which implies at its best a kind of 
Shakespearean mix of mutually rein- 
forcing serious and comic elements. 
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But the real importance of this opera 
is that it provided an outlet for Don- 
izetti's inclination to make the baritone 
the romantic hero, reinforced by the 
desire of the Teatro Valle in Rome to 
give a fat part to the outstanding young 
baritone Giorgio Ronconi. 


A scene from Pier Luigi Pizzi's production of Donizetti's final opera, “Dom Sebastien mBer&mo. 


T HIS he did, and in this pro- 
duction the veteran Renato 
Bruson delivered handsomely, 
using his dramatic baritone to 
express the character's grief and sexual 
anauish. “1! Furioso"’ is also rich in 
well -developed ensembles and in the 
musical contrast implicit in the genre. 
Luciana Serra took the aile of the errant 
wife, and Gustav Kuhn was the en- 
ersizing conductor. 

The production, staged by Luca De 
Fusco and designed by Giuseppe 
Crisolini Malaiesra. had a kind of chil- 
dren's picture-book literalness, with toy 
storms and shipwrecks to go with the 
real drama of the music. 

Bergamo's ail- Donizetti autumn sea- 
son has also included — besides 
•‘L'eUsir d'amore” and “Lucia” — a 
double bill of "Pigmalione.’' his first 
piece written in 18 16, and “Rita, com- 
posed in 1841. The latter was not per- 
formed by the Opera Comique until 
1 860, and the adolescent Pygmalion not 
until a century after that. 


An Exhilarating ‘On the Town’ 
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The three so, tors at the hear, of "Ot, the Town " and nut of the name,, they meet and fall for. 
— would eo it alone. A risky decision. they _ disappear back into their ship. 


By Vincent Canby 

« Yoii i S.TI ir« 


N ew YORK — Manhattan is 
transformed. The potholes are 
gone, as are the cabdrivers 
who don’t know that the Bronx 
is up and the Battery's down. Nobody is 
trying to sweep the place clean of cor- 
ruption or sin. Manhattan is an uproari- 
ous. singing, dancing city, where nothing 
is impossible and the future is without 
limits, at least for a single day. 

That is something of the effect ot 
George Wolfe's exhilarating new pro- 
duction of * ‘On the Town at the Gersh- 
win Theater. If you don't leave this 
show with an enhanced awareness of the 
meaning of joy, take out your cell phone 
and beep your therapist. 

“On the Town” is the seminal 1944 
musical that, arriving the year after 
"Oklahoma!.'' demonstrated that 
“new” in the American musical theater 
need not mean simply pastoral. Here is a 
love letter to Manhattan as the biggest, 
craziest beehive on earth. 

More important. '"On the Town in- 
troduced Broadway to the prodigious 
talents of Leonard Bernstein, the com- 
poser Betty Conidcn and Adolph 
Green, who wrote the book and lyrics, 
and Jerome Robbins as a choreograph- 
er. rather than as the dancer. 

The original collaborators, led by the 
director George Abbott, took only six 
months to get ‘‘On the Town” written 
and on its feet, using as their inspiration 
the Robbins-Bemstein ballet. “Fancy 
Free.” This revival has been somewhat 
longer en route, beginning with the 
Joseph Papp Public Theater production 
in Central Park in the surruner of 1997. 
which received mixed reviews. 

The initial intention had been to 
p-ansfer the Central Park production to 
Broadway intact. When the principal 
Broadway producers withdrew. Wolfe, 
the Public Theater's producer as well as 
the director, decided that the Public 


would go it alone. A risky decision. 

Since then, a couple of choreographers, 
have come and gone, and several of the 
principals have been replaced. Then, 10 
davs before the scheduled Nov. 19 open- 
ing. the fust night was pul off three days. 
At the same time, it was announced that 
Joey McKneely, who received a Tony 
nomination as the choreographer of 
“The Life.” was being brought in to fine 
tune the major dance routines designed 
by Keith Young, the show's choreo- 
grapher of record, who is making his 
Broadway debut with “On the Town.’ 

So. call the coroner? Not at ail. 

The news now: Wolfe has worked a 
miracle. He has located the essence of 
the show that eluded him in the park and 
cast it with spirited young performers 
who can sing, dance and levitate at will. 
“On the Town” is on its way. Not in a 
very long lime have you heard a score as 
richly complex and romantic, combined 
with a book' and lyrics that are »o glor- 
iously bright, witty and off-the-wall- 

This is" a mysteriously bewitching 
show, originally conceived and staged 

in its own time and place, about three 
wildly energized sailors unleashed in 
wartime New York on a 24-hour pass. 
Wolfe has made no attempt to update 
the material or give it the benefit of 
hindsight. Yet it plays today as it it had 
been written last week, not us a piece ot 
nostalgia but as living literature. 

The show is dated by its wartime 
period, but its blithe manners, which are 
those of a cockeyed fable, are timeless. 
TTiat it can sti 1 1 refresh, surprise and bring 
you close to tears (of helpless laughter 
'and sweet melancholy) is because « s so 
resolute in the way it avoids kitsch. 

For each of the three sailors at the 
heart of the adventure, a lifetime is 
compressed into this single day, no en- 
counter is by chance and every con- 
nection has meaning. At the beginning 
of the show - . Gabey. Chip and Ozzie 
emerge, as iF uncaged, into the intox- 
icating light of New York: at the end. 


Blackout. The end. Maybe curtains. 

The unspeakable is obliquely defined 
in the gorgeous score, in lyrics that can 
be elegandv discreet {listen to “Some 
Other Time'”) and in the choreography. 
Gabey i Perry Layton Ojeda) is the ro- 
mantic one. He falls obsessively in love 
almost as soon as he touches land with 
Miss Turnstiles, nee Ivy Smith (Tai 
Jimenez), the subway girl-of-the- 
rnonth. whose poster he sees. 

Chip t Jesse Tyler Ferguson), a skinny, 
red-headed fellow w ith a bendable frame. 


is more or less captured by the robustly 
proportioned Hildy Esterhazy (Lea 
DeLaria). who drives a cab. He wants to 
visit the Hippcxirome and buy a ticket to 
“Tobacco Road.” because that is what 
his father did in 1934. though both land- 
marks have now vanished. Hildy ’s pur- 
pose is seduction; they can talk later. 

Ozzie (Robert Montano), who has 
cone to the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History thinking it was the Museum 
of Modern An. finds his soul mate in 
Claire DeLoone i Sarah Knowlton). 

DeLaria. the discovery of the Central 
Park production, is bigger and better than 
ever on Broadway, where, three times at 
the performance I caught, she came dose 
to stopping the show and leaving the 
audience numb with pleasure. 
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CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


iBt)Owroom 
s One ot the 3 B's 
loKetoggFcxxis 
brand 

14 Plant m Raiders 

' fields 

is Double-reed 
woodwind 
icProd 
17 Mac maker 
ia Start of a quip 
aal-95.e.g: Abbr 
ai Fritter away 
23 Kmdofdown 

2 « 'One — 
customer' 

2S Actress Aloa 


26 Two-toffwd 
horses 

28 Quip, pan 2 

33 Sighs of distress 

34 A lot of a drill 
sergeants drill 

35 Hoo-fta 

36 Take a chance 
on 

38 It may help you 
'catch up- 

40 Fret 

41 Shade or blood 

48 Modem 
summons 

44 Genetic tellers 

46 Quip, part 3 

M Boated, maybe 

53 Chop down 


54 Maiden name 
preceder 

55 Actress Gaynor 
57 Matrix 

59 Howthe Des 
Manes R. flows 
M End ot the quip 
62 A tOt 


6« Big — 

elephant 
es Result of 
ventsng 7 
so Part of a spur 

67 Five-time 
Wimbledon, 
champ 

68 Session with an 
M.D. 

68 Nuts 


T HE other members of rhe sextet 
are also immensely appealing: 
Ferguson, who is sly. knowing 
and very funny as DeLaria’s 
cooperative victim: the lantern-jawed 
Montano and the sweet-voiced, model- 
pretty Knowlton. and Ojeda, who de- 
livers two of the show's best numbers 
t“ Lonely Town” and “Lucky to Be 
Me") and Jimenez as Ivy Smith. 

“On the Town” has become a classic, 
but it clearly hasn't grown old. As it 
celebrates a very particular time and the 
marvelous muddles of its exuberantly 
inchoate characters, it also celebrates life 
itself. Sometimes, a day is all there is. 


Solution to Puzzle of Dec. I . 


nHBn nnjncji Hggjgg 
3000 ranran 00000 
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0000110 00 a 

□110 00 nn nnca 

nnnnm 0000 0003 
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C3000 0000 00000 
000 0000 00 |i 
000 000000 

100000000000000 

gmaiiDi 0003 

maanii aang ggsa 

PJB0BO 00B0 0000 


1 SidemShe . 
Peloponnesian 
War 

2 Beer opener . 

3 Telethon, e.g- 

4 Plc.stwss 

5 Baloney 

6 Potted tree 

7 Help with Hie 
heist 

■Whitewashes 

saggknflsound 

loProddmg 

11 Spot overlooking 
center court, say 

12 way m 

13 Fungus 
byproduct 


isBnngsup 
22 Aardvarktare 
27 Passe j 

. 29 "All systems go’ ; 
30 Guys 

si Wordsworth wwk 
32 "Get going 1 ' - : 
38 Wet behind the \ 
ears 

37 — Kabibbie ; 
aaHaveagood ■’ 

day on the links ■. 
as Cant wait to 
have 

40 Word with whip 
ornp 

42 Kind of add 

43 Snake charmee ■ 

44 Mother of Hera ‘ 
«TheBigA|^)fe 
47 Lounging 

around 

4« There may be a - 

catch mil 

49 Powerful 
combination 

50 Look (or again ‘ 

51 With vigor 
ssAncerrt 

kingdom east of 
the Dead Sea 


laaiiN llfllflH IHKfil 


liiiil BaBRRRRlB 

an aiiB 


■ 91BBB IBflfl BBS! 


1BBBBHBBB BBBBB 
BflflB 1BBI BBBBB 


mzzie by Nmy Sttonon . 


• © New York Tunes/^pited jay Will 


5* In that case . 
58 invitation letters 

ai Chicken 

king 

«3 Rock's- — . 
Fighters. 
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far as she knows, 
the word'^star”’ 
Mari Bdne is the 
ar^from -above -die 






on John 


law 
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as therapy. She did 
voice was anything 
massing far her to 
was no plan to be an 
she everwrote were 
Hi’s song "Working 
were in die Sami 
tongue, Sheiden- 
with Lennon's, al- 
ed on culture more 
began to come 
. yon are singing 
writing my story, 
music helps them to 
.n dreams.” 
learn the history or 
-ople until she went 
‘“I was taught in 


elenjeqiaj'y school to hate what l am," 
she says.pl was ashamed of my language 
and my qtjlfcire. It was impressed upon us 
that we/Were somehow inferior." Le- 
gally, splS is Norwegian. For years, she 
called itself' a' LsJ>Pi the Norwegian • 
name {Sr her people.- All over the world, 
die Saii&’people are known as Lapps. 

Her fat professional move was to 
attCTM^gconyetition. Language wg 

place m-the/KHto where the Samis are a 
majority had always been won by sing- 
ers Sihgto&in Norwegian. But she de- 
. cidedtosingm Sfcami. The first two years 
she placed. (She. attributes not winning 
to **racisn.”l She won on the third try. 

Now she' was well known in northern 
Norway. Thenshe appeared on national 
televisibii' Apiay basedon heir songs was 
a success int/da She was a Norwegian 
star now. She tx^gan to tour Germany. 

In 198$ she released her first CD — 
"Guilt Gaia? '/(Listen Listen). It was 
about the Earth as mother, about respect 
for natunf and the connection between 


humans and nature — essential concepts 
for her people. The ecology movement 
took note and identified. Them was a 
call from the rock star and world music 
patron Peter Gabriel, whose company 
Real World Records became her dis- 
tributor. And she was on a larger map. 

Her parents were Christian; they 
brought her up that way. They were 
loyal to what Boine calls "their col- 
onizers." We are not accustomed to 
thinking of Norwegians as colonizers, 
or as " racist "Asa matter of fact. Borne 
smiles while acknowledging a great dif- 
ference in degree between this paroc- 
ular case and others: * ‘Sometimes I wish 
we were black." she say's. "Norwe- 
gians say to me: ‘But you look just like 
me. There is no difference between us. 
What’s the problem, are you making all 
this up?’ " , 

• One of the songs on her new album 
"Balwoslarjna" (Root) of Worship), 
her sixth, on the Antilles label, includes 
the lines: "Their hardened talk/Their 
hardened state/Their hardened smile/ 




Their hardened laws/Drain me/Sut lo- 
cate me...." 

Although she and her first husband \ 
were both Sami, they spoke Norwegian ( 
to each other, and lo their small child, i 
Finally becoming conscious of ihk 
they decided to by to change. A similar 
form of awakening was going on w iih 
the Inuil jnd the American Indian* to 
the west. The Sami people have been 
called "while Indians." 

Now Sanu is taught in the school in 
her village. Gamehhis-njarsa. near the J 
town of Karasjok. Citing an example of 
the system thai keeps them alienated, 
she points out that a letter trom her 
village to a Finnish town ju«t across she 
nearby border, maybe 30 kilometers 
away s 19 kilometers), would he routed 
down to Oslo, across to Helsinki and 
then all the way back up. 

Maybe this does not sound so sinister, 
but it appears to bother her. Called "the 
last wilderness in Europe." the Sami 
country nevertheless straddles four fron- 
tiers — Norway. Sweden. Finland and 
Russia. The wilderness is being increas- 
' ingly tamed. Motorized snow scooters 
roar everywhere, and the reindeer are 
herded by helicopter. Bnine comments 
on this schizoid place and time in an- 
other song: "1 was bom in 1954A^nte 
with a Macintosh/Siars show the way. 

While she can feel creeping mate- 
rialism. Boine is determined not to be- 
come pessimistic. It is good that her 
people are no longer as hungry or as 
poor as they once were, but she wishes 
"we didn't have to lose our special 
personality." 

S HE became active in politics 
and wrote political songs, and 
now that the number of Sami- 
speaking people has doubled 
over the past decade, she likes to think 
that she and her songs had something to 
do with that. 

Recently she caused something ot an 
uproar by singing in Sami in a church, 
where she was receiving a prize. Ap- 
parently that is still just not done. 
"People who have been oppressed, 
she explains, "then go on oppressing 
themselves. Unconsciously, they rry to 
please the oppressor.' ' 

Much of "Balvvoslatjna” sounds 
folkish (she covers "Eagle Man/Chan- 
ging Woman" by Buffy Sainte- Marie). 
Other songs are like messages from a 
bizarre wirdemess. There’s a lot of rock 

backbeats. up-front bass lines, reverb 

and delays. Now she is trying to make 
her music more physical, more dance- 



Mari Boine: "it was impressed upon us that nv were somehow inferior. 


abie. It had grown perhaps too intro- 
verted. too intellectual. She would like it 
to be more joyful. She has proved to be 
a dedicated and talented business per- 
son. guarding her copyrights in a 
privately owned company. 

Nevertheless she tries to stay rela- 
tively clear of the busi ness side and a few 
months ago. being interviewed for a fea- 
ture in the powerful international music 
business weekly Billboard, she admitted 
that, after 18 years in the industry, she 
had never before heard the magazine s 
name. (The reporter was appalled.) 

Now she has moved to Oslo, although 
she still keeps a house in the Sami 
country. (It is tempting, though it would 


be inaccurate, to call it "Lappland. ) 
After a six-week tour of Sweden. Ger- 
many. Austria. Belgium and France, she 
is now on her way back up there. Even 
though, or rather just because, there is 
almost no sunlight at all. she loves the 
month of December. That is when she 
knows exactly who she is. 

She is married a second time, to a 
Senegalese musician, and they spend 
about a month a year in Africa. Her band 
has taken on a more international flavor, 
with two Africans, two Russians and a 
tabla player from India. They co™? 111 ' 
nicate in a combination of Woloff, Rus- 
sian. Sami and English. Her husband is 
learning to speak Sami. 
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By Sheridan 
Morley 

Internal!, •nul Herald 
Tribune 

L ondon — 

Of all Harold 
Pinter’s plays, 
his 1978 "Be- 
trayal" (at the Nation- 
al Theatre), about a 
three-cornered affair is 
perhaps the most fa- 
miliar and easily reviv- 
able in the commercial 
theater. 

As so often this sea- 
son. one could have 
wished that T revor 
Nunn, director of both 
play and theater, had 
opted for one of the 
manv Pinters that are 
more difficult to stage 
without subsidy. Any- 
one cast in this one has 
necessarily to com- 
pete not only with 
Penelope Wilton and 
Michael Gambon and 
the late Daniel Massey 
of the original, but 
also with the movie 
memories of Patricia 
Hodge, Jeremy Irons 
and Ben Kingsley. 

These are tough ac- 
tors to follow, but this 
time around Nunn is 
clearly going for the 

no-intermission niin- Imogen Stubbs in Trevor Nunn s prndiu lion of Betrayal. 

that couldf 1 all too easily be not a lot more that "Betrayal" * l “ ses ^e^x^fTce 

whisked into the West End. has to tell us. Moreover, to wag** the h* on. ^ 
but at the center there lies a stage it m the vast open spaces effecti y imQ the 

script as ultimately stylish of the Lyttelton, rather than in pa”> . National 

am^emmy as a dead bonle of tc moi m.i^e Cooesloe. *E«tan 


Cinzano.' makes the whole affair seem 

Pinter's device of starting still more remote, a __ 

at the end of the affair and feeling not improved CEE 

working back over nine by some grainy film 

scenes to its beginning is clips, nor by the 

nothing new. in that on needless updanng to 

Broadway, Kaufman and 1998 without any 

Han had pioneered it for their correspond ing altera- 

"Merrily We Roll Along" tion to the text, 
back in 1934. When Stephen Imogen Stubbs i: 
Sondheim’s musical version ways, enchantms 

was in troubled rehearsal al- Douglas Hodge is i 
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equivalent ot a National 
Theatre Haymarket. restag- 
ing old winners that 
g , l ) l have seldom failed 
ter . anywhere. 

f There are two 
problems here. One 
is that the old oil 
wells no longer gush 
quite as impressive- 
ly as once they did (by all 
accounts, tickets for the cur- 
rent National "Prime of Miss 
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ftill backwards.’’ »d "Sg; than to StaUr. a magnificently manic 

Once we have worked out phcated if anythi g- b J q reward hf> good housekeeping Eric Sykes, who is in truth the 
that, in Princess Diana s cel- trayal sjgf® nwr iterof with an irwreased grant next only reason to see the play at 
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““ panv at both the Vic and 
the Piccadilly has been 
the best classical and 
modem troupe ro have 
hit London in the past 
decade — and it would 
be churlish not to ac- 
knowledge the finan- 
cial help he has had 
from the impresarios 
Bill Kenwright and 
Duncan W.eldon, as 
well as from the Mir- 
vishes when they 
owned the Vic — it is 
tragic that his curtains 
should have been so ab- 
ruptly closed while 
both the RSC and the 
National flounder 
around in search of an 
identity. 

It is also, I have to 
say, a little sad that he 
has chosen to go out on 
une of his very rare 
losers. Until now, Alan 
Bennett's "Kafka's 
Dick’’ has been the 
only one of his many 
stage and television 
plays that 1 had never 
seen, and 1 wish I had 
lefiitthat way. It is also 
more than unfortunate 
that it should have 
been revived a few 
hundred yards away 
from the Haymarket, 
where Tom Stoppard’s 
"Invention of Love" 
is showing precisely 
how these biographical 
comedies should be done. 

Bennett's special subject 
here is Franz Kafka (a quer- 
ulous John Gordon Sinclair), 
whom we first meet on his 
deathbed in 1924 Vienna. 
From there we flash forward 
to modem Britain, where 
Kafka’s irritable biographer 
and friend. Max Brod, billets 
himself on an unsuspecting 
suburban couple (Julia Mc- 
Kenzie, forever doing some- 
thing unexpected with avo- 
cados, and her henpecked 
husband. Denis LiU, who is 
writing a Kafka article for his 
fellow insurance managers’ 
magazine). 

It is not long before Kafka 
and his domineering father 
have also joined the house- 
oartv, and so too has the host's 


HO VALB 
m urate, 
WfVOHK 


WYMOHMI’* 
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L? s te clear about the ob- a!.” now sadly winds up his confused mental state, and as 
iection here. Of course Pinter company at the Piccadilly and a result The play reels around 
Ses at the National, but goes off to work in the Urnted mro listless farce, 
no necessarily in what has States, having been told that All m all. a disappointing 
been oroved the most com- there is, shamefully, no pub- close for a great company, 
nwrciallv successful of all his lie money for him to return to What we have to work out 
STvs iouS the world, residence at the Old Vic. now is how to get Hall back 
Nunn’s principled belief that Given lhat the Hall Com- where he belong-.. 


into listless farce. 

All in all. a disappointing 
close for a great company. 
What we have to work out 
now is how to get Hall back 
where he belong-.. 
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RUSSELS — Confronted with the 
v^protdem of ejecting a single- voice to 
represent tbe singie European currency 
finance ministers decided Tuesday to 
send a virtual choral society of spokes- 
roen to international meetings, with the 
Emopeffli; Commission' having an nn- 

deiS^d supporting role. 

‘■Tfi*' ^commission, tteoarecutive body 
.of.fte, European Union, argued that fr 
. needed to attend meetings of stich in- 
ta^oflalgrottpsastheGronpofSev- 
eo . Enaucfc ministers to represent the 
broad interests of thell countries dial 
wifi be adopting the euro Jan. 1. 
-InaAsdsiontiiatiziustbe^provedat 
the European summit conference in Vi- 
- g&da next week, the ministers accepted 
the commission’s argument- They said it 
coitld take part in meetings on an ad hoc 
basis, presumably in the person of the 
commissioner for economic and mon- 
etary affairs.Yves-Thibault de Sflgny. 
™ *Tt is a good success, a satisfying 
resuIt t * , ;Mr..de Silgpy said. “It is the 
last big decision before the adoption of 
-- theeuro, and hconespondg to the de- 
sires of die commission.”' 

Otherwise, ‘die euro zone wifi be rep- 
resented by., the president of the Euro; 
pean Central Bask,. Wim Dnisenbexg, 
arid the finance or. other minister. from . 
whichever country holds die revolving * 
EU presidency — or is next in line fbr_. 
lhe presidency,-# die correct president is 
not a member of the single currency. ■■ 
This will happen in 2001 with Sweden^ 
2002 with Denmark and 2003 'wifo 
Greece, unless they adopt the euro firaC 
What is not known is whether die 
United Stales; Japan or Ganadawifl - 
accept feeing a phalanx of Enj^opeans 
across tbe'G-7 ranference table.- Euro- 
land also will be represented by-three - 
existing G-7 members 1 — Germany, 
France and Italy. Britain, which is hoc ; 
immediately' adopting ' the single cur- ‘ 
rency, also husk seat- - - ' ' ■ ' • 1 •- 

RudolfEdlingeiv the-finance minister , 
f .Austria, said die primaiyEnrojpeah •: 
representative would be fre«nvby.afthe 
country bakting the EU. presktewgr, Af 
G-7 meetings, , din p®BciflJL‘'WOT& he ■ 
“supported >T by the representatives of" •. 
die other EU couhnies taidJby the comr * 
mission. On visits totirirri«>anlries or at 
meetings of the lirtcniational Mobetary ' 
Fund, the pres»fancy , representative - 
would be simpcMrted ty ihe'comjTOs^^ 
Meanwhile, .France,- Germany and 
other countries pushed ahead with {dans 
to . “harmonize” certain aspects of 
European lax regimes, i n cluding aprfr- 
gram to elimmate anticompetitive cot- 
porate loopholes and crab the scope of 
tax havens. - .. . 

“Fiscal paradise for some is hell for . 
many,’* the European' commisaonar for 
the single market, Mario Monti, said. 

^ The countries’ finance ministers re- 
jected calls from a trade lobby, sup- 
sported "by stiine politicians, for port- - 
pon rme nt ofa decision to end duty-free 
sales duimg.tniivel among EU countries. 
Mr. Monti said fbe nunisters saw; a 
* ‘total inconsistency’-’ between continu-- 
ing duty-free trade and seeking tax har- 


mosnzauosL. 


I Bnisenb^rg Warns of Slowdown 


Mr. Daisenberg said dw European 
Central Bank saw “unequivocal” signs 
of an «x»omic slowdown am ong th e 
countries adopting a single currency _ 
next year, Agence EranceFresse repot? 

edfroin Frankfurt. - 

Speaking alter a meeting of me cen- 
'tml bank’s governing council, he said • 
the council had^yet to sef the interest- 
at which the euro would be 
hiced. ' •. 

. _e ccaittal banker saidfinancialmar- 
faets were subject to less volatility now; 
thi m in November. But ridts remain, he 
said, noting a sagnificant ride of erosion 
of ctHifidence within the euro zone. 

Mr. Dtusenbesg said the new central 
bank had set a ta^et for mmey supply 
growth of 4^percentinaxi effort to keep 
inflation under coutroL 
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The Man Who (Almost) 
Saved Bankers Trust 


Chief’s Efforts WereUndoneJby Markets 


ByTimotty L. O’Brien 

' Wpw YorhTones Service 


NEWYORK— ft wasn^ ’t supposed 
to end tins way. 

When! Raw Newman took over 
BankcrsTmstCorp. taeeyears ago, he 
vowed toran in the New York-biased 
bank’s vaunted trading operation — ■ 
wkfeiy viewed sa populated by free- 
wheeling hot shots — and he regularly 
proclaimed bis decemunatiou to main- 
Uun Bankers Tinst’s ind^endence. 

Ncrw.raidane by hagetrading losses 
and internal strife, Mr. Newman, 56, 
bas beteLfarcedinto an act he. firmly 
opposed as recently as five monfhs 
ago: the sale of Briers Trust 

On Monday, in a move .that had 
betaiwideihra n ticmated for more than 
a week, Deutsche Bank AG rti- 


nouheed plans -for a $10. 1 billion ac- 
quisiticKi of Bankers Trust. 

“Prank will go down in botany as 
the person who sold Bankers Trort,” 
said Radiadl Soifer, an analyst with 
Brown Brothers Harriman. Frank is 
partially the victim of riicumstance, 
fcut as the bank evolved under him, 
with an. emphasis on enraging mar- 
kets, trading in Eastern Europe and 
Asia, junk bonds, and initial public 
offerings, he left Bankers Trust par- 
ticularly vulnerable to ihe global & 
nancial turmoil of die last year/’ 

Mr. Newman, who declined re- 
peated reqtrests for an interview^ is not 
the only, victim erf. the upheaval that 
has ripped tbrongUhteraatioinal batiks 
in ao unusuafly tumnltnous y ear. - . 

Like many pf htiscounterpartsin the 

banking weald, Mr. Newman was 
blindsided " this summer by trading 


losses that snowballed after Russia 
devalued its currency and declared a 
debt moratorium inmid-Angnst. 

Unlike many others, however, he 
has not lost his job. . 

While Mr. Newman will join the 
board of Deutsche Bank and have a 
senior position in the invesanent- 
bankmg unit created by Deutsche’s 
purchase of Bankers Tiust, he is not 
expected to wield significant mana- 
gerial control in the new entity. 

“If the third quarter hadn’t 
happened, I would lave characterized 
Newman’s legacy as having led a sig- 
nificant turnaround in the- company ’g 
fortunes,” said Diane Glossxnan, an 
analyst with Lehman Brothers Hold- 
ings- “He did a remarkable amount of 
wmk in a short period of time, but then 
bis time pan out” 

. The dock started ticking in July. At 
the time, his position was relatively 
strong. Wanting to keep the bank in- 
tact, fie had recently somned ovennres 
from Bank of New Yoedc Co^Meflon 
Bank Crap, and State Street Cop. to 
scHBankers Trust’s valuable business 
as a securities custodian. 

In an interview in June, at about the 
same time that Deutsche Bank first 
privately floated tile idea of an offer, 
Mr. Newman assarted that. Bankers 
.Trust would remain independent. “We 
areproponents of the idea that bigger is 
not necessarily better,” he said. 

Bankers Trust, founded in 1903 to 
handle the trust business of other large 
banks, transformed itself in the late 
1980s and 1990s into one of the most 
aggressive and innovative trading 


See NEWMAN, Page 16 
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Hoechst and Rhone Will Combine 


Drug Sectors in Step Toward Merger 


By John Schmid 

InumaiiaiuU HentU Tribune 


FRANKFURT — Hoechst AG and 
Rhone-Poulenc SA announced plans 
Tuesday to mage their phannaceutical 
and agrochemical businesses next year 
in a step toward a foil merger. 

The biggest drugmakers in Germany 
and France are betting that sheer size wifi 
make them fit far a fiercely competitive 
and rapkfly evolving global market dom- 
inatecfby American companies. 

The new French-German company, 
in thefoBn of a S0-S0 joint venmre, is to 
be called Avenirs and have its headquar- 
ters in Strasbourg. 

Based on 1997 figures, the operation 
is' expected to have annual sales of $20 
billion, a wud: force of 95,000 and a 
combined annual research budget of S3 
bflJion. That would make it the biggest 
phannaceutical company in the world 
and cat of the biggest agrochemical 


three years, Hoechst and Rhone- 
Poulenc plan to dispose of their tra- 
ditional commodity chemical opera- 
tions that no longer fit with their drugs, 
biotechnology, pesticides and animal- 
health products lines, operations known 
collectively as "life sciences.’’ 

By disposing of low-margin bulk 
chemicals businesses, which suffer from 
overcapacity and lower-cost competi- 
tion from Asia, the two companies want 
to move squarely into businesses with 
higher margins and faster growth. With- 


portunities in life sciences in the 21st 
century,” a statement from the chief 
executives of the two companies said. 

Analysts said the planned name, 
A vends, recalled the name of the rival 
Swiss drugmaker Novartis AG, the 


world’s third-biggest dragmaker, which 
i formed in a 1 996 merger. 


in three years, the group hopes to 


achieve annual savings of S I .2 billion. 

Joergen Dormann, chief executive at 
Hoechst, said the full merger could cre- 


ate one of the first “Europe AG ” compa- 
aceofaD 


conga 


mes. 


s move marks the first phase in a 
“two-step plan” meant to lead to the 
eveam&I merger of both European par- 
ent companies. Before a full merger, 
which is not expected for another two or 


nies to take advantage of a proposed pan- 
European company statute that is being 
debated in Brussels. If approved, it 
would create uniform tax and labor taws 
throughout the European Union. 

Mr. Dor mann would be the c hairman 

of the new group, and Rhone’s chair- 
man, Jean-Rene Fourtou, would be- 
come the deputy chairman. 

“We want to create a new company, 
with European roots and global reach, to 
take full advantage of the extensive op- 


itself was : 

Although the merger would catapult 
A vends ro the top spot in Terms of sales 
in life sciences, pushing U.S.-based 
Merck & Co. to No. 2, analysts said the 
new group faced several shortcomings. 

Despite its huge reseaith-and-devel- 
opmern budget, the venture has few if 
any products in the pipeline that fit the 
best-selling category, analysts said. 
Many also say the companies wifi run 
into French-German culture clashes as 
they try to unite. 


"They are buying time,’ ’ said Ludger 
analyst at We 


Moes, an analyst atwestLB Research in 
Dusseldorf. Given the merger trend in 
the industry, both companies would 
have become takeover candidates with- 
out a merger, Mr. Moes said. 

Hoechst shares closed at 68.10 
Deutsche marks (S40), down 4. Rhone- 
Poulenc closed at 263.40 francs ($46.19), 
down 20.10. 


Markets Shiver Abroad but Hold in U.S. 


QuvUtdbf 0urSx6FmmX)aptBcUa 

NEW YORK — U.S. stock prices 
remained buoyant Tuesday, a day altera 
big drop on. Wall Street sent ripples 
through other world markets. 

Internet stocks soared because of 
continuing optimism that the holiday 
season would send record numbers of 
shoppers to retail sites on the World 
Wide Web. But blue-chip stocks were 
held back by Exxon, which fell after it 
agreed to buy Mobil. 

At the dose, the Dow Jones industrial 
average was up 1&99 points at 
9,133.54. The Standard & Poor’s 500 
stock index was up 11.67 at 1,175.30, 
and die Nasdaq composite index, in 
which Internet stocks are concentrated, 
rose 5434 to 2,003.88. The number of 
advancing stocks was roughly equal to 
the number of declining ones on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Earlier, a number erf markets fell 
sharply around the world because of 
concern that the 216-point drop in the 


Dow on Monday signaled an end to die 
runup on Wall Street that had seen 
stocks rally to record levels. 

The decline in Europe was led by 
banks amid concern that they may need 
to set aside more money to cover bad 
loans in developing countries. 

“We want to avoid die banks which 
are lending to emerging markets, where 
margins are so terribly thin,” said Rich- 
ard Lewis at Worldlnvest Ltd. “Risks 
are so much higher than people 
thought-” 

Benchmark stock indexes were down 
339 percent in London, 4.03 percent in 
Paris and 4.95 percent in Frankfort. 

In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng Index 
slumped 4.1 percent The index has lost 
more than 8 percent since the govern- 
ment said Friday that the economy 
would contract 5 percent this year, more 
than its earlier estimate of 4 percent. 

On Wall Street, Exxon fell 3% to 7 1 -Vs 
after it agreed to buy Mobil. Investors 
questioned the premium that Exxon was 


paying for Mobil's shares, which were 
down 2’A to 8316 after rising in recent 


days in anticipation ofa deaL 
' ~ :s firms,! 


Securities firms, some of whose share 
prices have doubled since their October 
lows, fell amid concern that prices have 
risen too far too fast, given the outlook 
for profits. Merrill Lynch fell 1 1/16 to 
73 15/16. Charles Schwab fell 2 l A to 
54'A. and Lehman Brothers Holdings 
dropped to 48% after analysts at 
Merrill Lynch recommended selling 
brokerage shares. 

"Valuations for capital-markeis-ori- 
ented securities broker dealers, for the 
most pan, are 'full,' ” said the analysts, 
Judah Kraushaar and Amy Butte, in a 
report. They added, "We recommend 
investors take some profits here.” 

Analysts have also been cautioning 
that some Internet companies are over- 
valued. On Tuesday, such warnings fell 
on deaf ears. Internet stocks are "the hot 


See MARKET, Page 16 
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SPECIALIZE IN 


RELATIONSHIP BANKING 


THE LONG-TERM KIND. 
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In tkis age of electronic mail and di gital 
everytloingf private banking by Republic is still 
a matter of personal relatiomkips. 

We believe, and have always believed, that 
our niunher one jot is to huild a close, enduring 
relationship with each private hanking client. 

In fact, it’s one of the main reasons for 
Republic's success, worldwide. 

As a Republic private banking client you have 
your own personal Account Officer, someone you 
can count on to look after your interests. He's there 
to evaluate investment opportunities, warn you 
against pitfalls, and make certain your instructions 
are carried out to the letter. 

It is a long-term relationship based on genui- 
ne concern and commitment - the rare combina- 
tion that makes Republic a truly one-of-a-kind 
bank 
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Very briefly: 


ternational Inc/s Venezuelan operations for about $140 
million to strengthen the American crop (rader T s position in 
.flie country’s cereal and grain markets. 

• Boeing Co. won an order valued at $ 124.5 million for three of 
. its 130-seat 737-300 jetliners from BoulUoun Aviation Ser- 
vices Jnc,, an airplane lessor based in the Seattle area. 

• Leading Canadian retailers' revenues were 8.8 percent 
higher, at 5.58 billion dollars ($3.64 billion), in September 
than a year earlier, led by increased sales of housewares and 
health and personal-care products. 

• Delta Pine & Land Co. shareholders approved the ac- 
quisition of their company by Monsanto Co. The sale of the 
largest cottonseed company in the world was announced in 

May. Bloomberg. Reuters. AP 
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Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
for a second day Tuesday against the 
Deutsche mark as traders scaled 
back expectations for lower interest 
rales in Europe. 

"There were some hopes we 
might see a cut in European rates — 
even before Dec. 31.” a day before 


the single currency is introduced, 
lidJ.P.r 


said J. P. Neergaard, manager of for- 
eign exchange at Den Danske Bank. 
“Those have more or less van- 
ished.” 

In 4 P.M. trading, the dollar fell to 
1.6840 Deutsche marks from 1.6940 
DM on Monday in New York. It also 


Kellogg Seen Cutting 20% of He t 



.V.ylll"' 1 


By Dana Canedy 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Kellogg Co. 
was expected to tell 400 employees 
at its headquarters in Bailie Creek, 


Michigan, on Tuesday that they 
ilose 


would lose their jobs, analysts who 
had been in contact with the com- 
pany said. That number is about 20 
percent of the staff. 

In September, Kellogg, the 
world’s largest cereal maker, de- 
manded Aar all 2,000 employees at 
its headquarters justify their jobs as 


part of its strategy to reverse a 
decline in sales and profit 

Company executives were not 
available for comment. A tele- 
phone recording said the cont- 
pany's corporate communications 
office would be closed Tuesday. 
Analysts said that this was prob- 
ably because the maker of products 
including Frosted Flakes and Rice 
Krispies planned meetings to mil 
employees who among than would 
and would, not keep their jobs. 

"I’m bearing the numbers are 
pretty big,” said Norni Gfaez, an 


analyst who follows the company 
for Goli 


. li ftman Sachs & Co. 
Kellogg’s stock, which has been 
in a tailspia for much of the year, 
closedT Tuesday at $37.3-125, op 
68.75 cents, on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Investors have been expecting 
significant cuts in jobs ancT fac- 
tories as the company attempt^ to 
save 5100 million to pay for in- 
novation, increased promotional 
budgets and product introductions. 

But some worry that the reduc- 
tions may be too deep and produce 


few results. If _ — 

much as 20 percent 

terc staff, “rt Brakes yon 

4.n,> met rn i t ri r 


they are not just cutting & hut 
■ *’ said David Nelson, ! 




muscle here,' *»« j^»**-* 
an analyst with Credit Suisse First 

Boston.- - V ! 

Mare i mp ort an t than any job- 
cuts, he and others said, is drat the 


UC OUU VWUMJ -MM4 

company find ways to adjust its ; 
pricing to keep cereal costs in line ^ 
with consumer willingness to pay \ 
and drat it win back business lost to r 
bagel makers and to producers of ' 
cheaper private label cereals. . . 


t 





FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


InEiTiMiuoal Herald Tribune 


• Telefonos de Mexico SA cut the amount it charges com- 
peting carriers for using its network to complete long-distance 
phone calls by 53 percent, to 2.61 U.S. cents. The Com- 
munications and Transport Ministry also abolished the 58 
percent fee Teimex charges all carriers for calls from abroad 

• MCI WorldCom Inc. may buy a mobile-phone service com- 
pany in the next several yeans. Chairman Bert Roberts said, as 
competition drives down the market value of such companies. 

• Amazon.com Inc. signed agreements making it tbe ex- 
clusive book and music retailer for Hoover’s Online, a leading 
provider of company information on the Internet, and Broad- 
casLcom Imu, an Internet video and audio programmer. 


• Intel Corp* plans to buy the assets of iCat Corp„ using a 

onwareused 


subsidiary to acquire tbe closely held company's sof 
by small and medium-sized businesses to create Web-based 
“storefronts” that allow for secure processing of transactions. 
• Sony Corp. paid $187.5 million for 4.3 percent of General 
Instrument Corp-. a maker of cable-TV set-top boxes. 

.• Corp Banca S A purchased 85 percent of Banco del Orinoco 
CA for $89 million, creating the fifth-largest Venezuelan bank 
and bolstering its national network of branches. 


• Cargill Inc. bought more than 60 percent of Bunge Ill- 
ation 


dropped to 122.215 yen from 
12X135 yen. 

A Bundesbank council member, 
Reimur Jochimsen, said a central 
trank survey of German companies 
showed they did not see an imme- 
diate need for the Bundesbank or the 
European Central Bank to lower in- 
terest rates. Lower European rates 
would reduce returns on currencies 
thru will start to be supplanted by the 
euro in January, when the European 
Central Bank takes over monetary 
policy for the 1 1 nations adopting it 

Tbe decline came despite a warn- 
ing from Wim Duisenberg, pres- 
ident of die European Central Bank, 
that he saw ‘ ’unequivocal” signs of 
gross domestic product slowing in 
the euro region. But Mr. Duisenberg 
has repeatedly moved to quell spec- 
ulation that he would cut rates. 

The dollar was also undermined 
by a report thai U.S. manufacturing 
activity fell in November for a sixth 
consecutive month, pointing to a 
weaker U.S. economy. The National 
Association of Purchasing Manage- 
ment’s index fell to 46.S points last 
month from 48.3 in October. A read- 
ing below 50 suggests a contraction 
in the economy. 

Further signs of manufacturing 
weakness could give the Federal Re- 
serve Board, which has cut its 
benchmark rate three times since 
late September, added scope to 
lower that rate again. 

While lower U.S. interest rates 
would make borrowing cheaper for 
American companies and consumers, 
they also would diminish returns on 
dollar-denominated deposits. 

Against other currencies, the dol- 
lar fell to 5.6460 French francs from 
5.6815 francs and to 1 3820 Swiss 
francs from l .3942 francs. The pound 
climbed to $1.6543 from $1.6478. 


GE Capital Shops 
At Japan Leasing 


Bloomberg News 

STAMFORD, Connecticut 


— GE Capital Services Corp., 
rank ti- 


the world’s biggest nonbank 1 
nance company, confirmed 
Tuesday that it was negotiating 
with Japan Leasing Corp. to 
buy some assets of the bankrupt 
company. 

“We are in talks with Japan 
Leasing and have an exclusive 
right to the talks,” said a 
spokeswoman for GE Capital, 
the financial-services unit of 
General Electric Co. 

Japan Leasing filed for bank- 
ruptcy in September, the largest 
such filing in the country's post- 
war history, with more than 2 
trillion yen ($16.2 billion) in 
liabilities. The action helped 
weaken Japan Leasing’s biggest 
lender and second- largest share- 
holder, Long-Term Credit Bank 
of Japan Ltd., which the gov- 
ernment took over last month. 


MARKET: U.S. Stocks Hold Up Despite Overseas Sell-off 


Continued from Page 15 


sector, and they have a dispropor- 
tionate effect on the overall market,” 
said Dan Mathisson, head stock 
trader at D. E. Shaw Securities. 

BlueSy, an on-line retail oper- 
ator, rose 6 l A to 20 15/16. More 
established companies shared in the 
with Yahoo! np 1414 at 


The National Association of Par- 
chasing Management, which tracks 
the Tnan nfiinturing sector through a 
survey of . corporate purchasing ex- 
ecutives, said new. orders, exports 
and imports declined at many of the 
nation^ factories last month. 


U^. STOCKS 


Trading in Treasury securities 
stayed within a limited range. The 
price of the be nchmark- 30-year 
bond rose 13/32 point to 103 4/32, 
with the yield, which moves in the 
opposite direction to the price, fall- 
ing to 5.05 percent from 5.07 per- 
cent Monday. 

Several economic reports re- 
leased Tuesday pro video little di- 
rection for the marfraftg, painting a 
mixed picture of the U.S. economy. 

The manufacturing sector, for in- 
stance, slowed for the sixth straight 
month during November, but there 
are signs of a possible improvement 
in the economy by mid-1999, ac- 
cording to two of the reports; 


Tbe group’s index of economic 
activity showed a reading of 46.8 
points, down 1.5 percent from Oc- 
tober. Any reading under 50 percent 
is a sign of contraction in the in- 
dustriai sector. 

“The overall picture in Novem- 
ber is one of foster decline in man- 
ufocturintg activity,” said Norbert 
Ore, who directed the survey for die 

pn yrViftqirig managf mt 

But the Conference Board, a 
private research group, repotted that 
its index of leading indicators rose 
0.1 paints in October, to 105.6. The 
gain followed two months of flat 
results. 

The purchasing managers’ survey 
is closely watched because it is the 


freshest evidence of how the ccoijhk 
■ omy fared in the previous montiP 
The leading indicators are widely 
viewed as . a forecast of how the 
economy . will, fore six to . nine 
months in the futUT£. . , 

In yet another report issued Tues- 
day , the Commerce ,'De ~ ' 
said U.5. construction spending rose 
0,3 percent hi October, in line wfrji. 
forecasts. - ’ i 

Spending also rose by a' revised 
03 percent in September down 
slightly from the previous estimate 
of a 0.4 pet rise.' . 

In October^ spending rose to a 
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September. On a year^otj-year basis, 
construction spelling was a p/ 63 
percent in October. . 

The Asian crisis, which is 
‘ ’killing exportnranufoctnring,’ ’ htiB 
led to lower interest rates, said DiatS* 
Swonk, deputy chief economist at 
Bank One m Chicago. ■ 

That, in turn, is VfueLutg con- 
struction and consumer spending,!’ 
she said. (Bloomberg, AP* AFP ) 


NEWMAN: Bankers Trust Chief Was Undone by Markets and Internal Strife 


Continued from Page 15 


shops on Wall Street But a series of 
derivatives scandals a few years ago 
wreaked havoc on the bank and led 
to the departure of Charles Sanford 
as its chairman and the ascent of Mr. 
Newman to that position. 

Mr. Newman’s credentials — he 
had been chief financial officer of 
Wells Fatgo & Co. and of 
BankAmerica before serving as a top 
official in the Treasury Department 
from 1993 to 1995 — were seen as 
what was needed to restore Bankers 
Trust's damaged reputation. 

But Mr. Newman, who had no 
experience as a trader or an invest- 


ment banker, never entirely fit in at 
Bankers Trust He is respected for 
his analytical abilities and method- 
ical planning, but he was widely 
criticized within Bankers' Trust for 
being aloof and awkward in social 
settings. Mr. Newman also relied on 
a small group of advisers from foe 
West Coast, which alienated some 
senior executives. He also made en- 
emies among traders, who resented 
his cutbacks in their business. 

Even with these tensions, Mr. 
Newman succeeded in making im- 
portant changes at Bankets Trust de- 
spite foe financial mess he inherited. 

In 1993, 72 percent of Bankers 
Trust's profit came from trading. 


Last year, only 16jxncentdkL As Mr. 
Newman guided Bankers Trust more 
deeply into overseas markets and al- 
lowed its junk-bond business to ex- 
pand, he also bolstered its presence in 
investment banking last-year by buy- 
ing Alex. Brown & Sons, a regional 
firm with an important role in un- 
derwriting technology boqroanies. 

Despite an uneven performance 
early this year, Mr. Newman was 
still well positioned to keep 
Deutsche Bank at a distance until the 
torrent of ill will ‘unleashed by the 
Alex. Brown acquisition and sub- 
stantial trading losses in July and 
August combined to weaken his 
standing. At that point, insiders say. 


he began to lose the ability fo de- 
termine his own fode. : 

Mr. Newman’s future now is 
hazy. In a news conference Monday, 
Deutsche Bank's chairman, Rotf- 
Emst Breuer, said Mr. Newman's 
duties would involve overseeing the 
integration of the two companies, 
helping to negotiate regulatory 
huxdles in foe, United States and 
dealing with claims stemming from 
Deutsche Bank’s involvement with 
foe Nazis during the Holocaust ■ 

“My sense i s that Frank will just 
be a transitional figure,” Mr. Softer, 
of Brown Brothers Harriman saidj|V' 
“and he’ll be there for only a- few^ 
years.’* ... ...5 ; • 
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Fte99 33.95 3275 33JB 
War 99 34X0 33X0 3193 

Apr W 3525 -34 40 348 8 
WW99 3670 3S70 3S83 
36.95 3414 36-1B 
■W99 36.98 . 

Est sates 34346 Man sites 74X28 
Aten open nr 186934 off 2849 
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-U8 6X475 
■0.13 30X54 
•0-13 22,913 
■0X8 1X214 
-0X6 TUTS 
-0X8 *739 
■OX0 6.757 


a*,; 

.w.vtafi -I 


: v 


UWT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 


66388 6SSSS 463X8 -058 


Dow Jones Bond 


20 Bonds 106X4 

IDWWtes 10419 

lOlnditstriais 109X9 
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34ft 37ft +2ft 
■UW 42H * Ift 

I lift +V* 


SOYBEAMS CCSOTI 
5X00 bo mWimint- ceots par busM 
J®l99 592ft 581ft 582 -lift 74487 

Mar 99 602 971ft 97TW -lift 30347 Jan 

Wav 99 606 600 60016 -10ft 14751 

Jilt 99 617 606ft «07 -KM 19X29 

Aim 99 614ft 608 608ft 

EsL sates 48X00 Moms' sates 70899 
Atom open lnMS4ffl9, up M» 


SILVER (HCM9Q 


-916 1X90 Jut 


Trading Activity 


Jl NYSE 


Nasdaq 




AMnced 


Ian i 

HewHWis 
Mm Laws 


1504 
1993 

477 

3571 3S6* Total 

« 70 HswHteta 

SO 44 NrwUMs 


1604 


I4T6 1197 

5034 5337 

21 in 

* 60 


WHEAT (CBOT) 

0000 bu aHaiun- cenh perBusiiei 

Dec 98 277ft 272ft 273ft -3ft 7X37 

Mta99 294 889 289ft -4ft 75.055 

May 99 303 299ft 299ft Xft 1L295 

Ju) 99 31216 30916 309ft -4» 22,186 

EsL sates 3SXQ0 Worn sates 30601 

Allans open int 114417, off 555 


Doc 98 
Mar 99 

S£3 

Jan 00 
EsL sates 9X00 Man sal 
IWaars open M 74754 ft) 


JJ 

#9J0 457 J 
494X «7-5 
497X 491 X 
499X 496.9 
4995 499 X 
505X sou 


or, 

4S3L3 +3L7 37X2 

487X -SX 84 
491-0 +25 41560 
4940 +14 6X99 

496.9 +2J 6X20 

4995 +2J 1X91 

5KL2 +L9 5,739 

Stu +15 4 

ltsI95T7 
111 


BRITISH POUND I 
62X00 paands, s n« 

Dec 98 1X54* 7X^6 1X534+AX066 52066 
WW99 1X490 1X400 1X470+0X066 U16 
Jan 99 1X388 1X388 1X432+0X066 UN 
&L salm 5754 MOOS sates 1 1 AT 
Mart* apsn fm 57X03, up ix» 


WOO PPL- daBan per briL 

1US -1133 0X9 126X50 


. Jot 99 
Feb 99 
Mar 99 
Air 99 
MOT 99 
Jan 99 


fix „ H , -U^rr -Jim-r-r 

llJtf 7157 .1757 -413 64831 

IJM 12-38 0.15 19,559 

UTS 1174 0.16 19,174 

U36 12J97 13-Q5. 0.17 2SX1S 

law Mens sates 174959 
Ma« open W49S724 up 7X83 ' ■ ' » 




PLATINUM (NMER) 


50 tan az.- Mtan 
JOT 99 
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Market Sales 
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NOWUMI 
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345 
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3H NYSE 
Amec 
Nasdaq 
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K 
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781X7 869X1 

32X8 45.07 

95436 1,106X2 
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CATTLE (CMER) 

40000 Bn.- cents parte. 

Dec 98 63X5 62-90 6320 +415 22X86 

Feta 99 63X0 6375 S3. 10 +433 3U89 

Apr 99 6642 6430 65.15 +033 22X98 

JW99 «L«J 6135 6377 +040 11,791 

Aug 99 6197 6345 63X2 +440 7X87 

Od 99 66X5 64X0 66X7 +02? 1127 

Eat sate 1WC7 Mow sate 12X23 
Mane spei bit 10633A op 74 


— „ 365X0 351 JW 35110 -320 11X23 
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JM99 355X0 35450 354X0 -230 256 
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Jan 00 357X0 -170 1 

BA sates Z4JB5 Mens sate 2618 
Maws open tit 14X82, ap STB 
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JonW X56B X525 XS39+OX01] 1X49 
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AtaM open Ini 6S06& up 697 
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414 6 +OK 6484 

4m -**.as ag-. 4 ® 

-• 


Dividends 

Company Pw Amt Roe Pay 

IRREGULAR 

CarinmCow PLC b -5012-14 13.15 


Company 


LLAF Royaflv - X075 12-7 12-15 

United Util PLC b 4783 13-4 4-16 


Per Anri Rec Pay 
INITIAL 

Flowing Find n _ X6 12-10 12-30 


r UX.B. Hattllng 


STOCK 

. 10% 12.7 11-21 


BCE IK 9 
CVReJt 
Caseys Gan Stas 


REGULAR 

P J4 12-15 


Etettaa Svas BA 
— .PvtScUffl 


REVERSE STOCX SPLIT 
Inti Am Home 1 foOrwwMspfit- 
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Airrianc Hatainq Q J>? 12-1 12-15 

QmMcFind 0 XL 12-17 1-1 

Omniuiai Group Q .IS 12-15 l*s 


VanKomA 
VanKflin B 
VanKarrrC 


REDUCED 

M .036 12-31 12-31 
MX316 13-31 mi 
M .6316 12-31 15-31 


FLI 

FundAmEnteipr 
GPU IK 
Gat Housewares 
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Hancock PatSel 
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Pflarim Prime RiTf 
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UA8. HoWssg 
VanKam CA In 
WeslcaBnai 


l-IS 

39 1-4 1-15 

X15 2-1 2-15 

.16 12-15 12-29 
.16 12-11 1-4 

40 12-14 12-23 
X15 1-29 2-24 

XB 12-17 12-31 
. X23 ir-30 T2-M 
M .1031 12-7 12-31 
0 X62S 12-14 Ml 
M .067 12-10 12-22 
Q JJ9 12-18 1-4 

O X6 12-11 J-1S 
M J3T35 12-31 12-31 
Q -17 12-11 12-28 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

5QIXB 16*.- BOWS peril. 

Jail 99 7140 7065 71X5 +473 SI 17 

Mar 99 7165 71X0 7155 +458 1394 

Aar 99 7125 TTjBJ ms +44S 9*2 

May 99 7110 7250 72.90 1.163 
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R* 99 3830 3630 3822 +1,65 16271 
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mw sias nta ho? +ia uu 

EsL setes 1S7M Mom sates 9X96 
Atortseftai tel 45X56 up 318 
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2bK (Spectal HU Crndt) 
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PORK KELLIES (CMER) 

XUnoltas.- nabperte. 

Feta 99 47X0 4447 46*7 +1J& 4293 

Mar 99 46X0 4450 4650 +120 683 

May 99 4802 4640 4752 +1X2 450 

EsL totes 2.181 Mam soles 2XC 
Mans open tan 6644, ap 27 


Financial 

US T BILLS ICAAEIO 

SI isBon- pte 0(108 peL 

Dec 98 9520 9162 95X7 +Ottl 1X12 

Mar 99 95X8 9SX7 95.95 +OXB 609 

Jan 99 fSX -HUS S3 

EsL steee 307 Mans sates 439 

Mens open M24SL up U3 
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jMMjWp ctaU perpew 
SSS -SSSJ 5S1? 09995+0X000815^77 
MQfff X9190 X9065 X91BO+XOOI5 66 48 
■ton 99 XB630 X8S60 .08640 -X0Q20 JSn 
BOjrttas 1299 Mam sates 2267 - 
Atows open tat 2643a off 209 


*% 8 ssiagiB!^;- ss 


US. Stock Tables Explained 


Sales flguKS are unoMtiaL Ysariy highs and laws reRed Hie previous 52 weeks plus rt» 
amwrJ treekMtrotlNelaleatlmangtknr. WKteesprttorshdidMdomfanK iu nt ing ta25 
porceMormorehasbeen paid. Hie yoarc higlHow range end tfividend are shown ferthe new 
slacLs only. Unless ofliaiwtse r+TtecL ml&5 of Olwntentf. otponru/ctf cSsbursertKfrts based on 
ttie latest declaration. 

ff - diviitend also edni 61. fi- aiwoal mftr of (SuUena plus stock dMdend, c * itquddaffng 

dividend, ca - PE exceeds 99.dd-ailM.d- new yaartybw.tU* loss in the ksi 12 monttiL. 
a - dividend dedtmd ar poM m (menfing 12 rnanfta. f - annual toft, incraased on lost 
dedarelton. g - dividend hi Canadian hinds. suDlecr to 1 5il> nan-reaHema tat. I - dhridemi 
dsdaied after spfit-up ar stadt dividend, j - dividend pod mis year. omittiHt, deferred or no 
odlon taken at Idlest dhildend meeting, k - dividend dectared or paid this year, an 
accumulative asm wffli dividends In amam. m • annual rate, reduced on Iasi dedaratian. 
n - new issue te the past 52 necks. The high-low range begins with the start ol trading, 
nd - nod day <j*Cv+rY- p - Intttol dhrideni annuel rate unknown. FYE - price-comings ratio, 
q -dosed-end mutual hmd. r - tflehtend declared orpaid In precedtag 12nwnth3, pi us stack 

trwWend. s - stack sptt. DMdend begins wAi dote o( spUL sis - sales. 1 ■ dividend pdd In 
stack in preaNflng 12 mardhte estiiaated oosh value an es-dMdand or BMCstnbsfflan date. 

«- new yeo tty Wgh. *- (raang batted, lrf^ - In baitknipkv ar receivership or being raargonind 
wxtemeflonlJuplcyActorseraimteso^rnedbyjuchainwonfe^wJ.iri^d-o^u^ 
vri - when IssueiV ww - with wanonts, x - n-tfvidend or es-rights. xdh . SMflstrUwtlon. 
nr - wffhxvt warrants, y at-dhridtnd end sates tefcifi.yid- yleM. I ■ sates in hjB. 
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Dec 98 113-56 113-22 11045 + 22 126583 
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Sirs W* tat 2643* HI 599 
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SS^ 1< l»S l Hf» , nMI6 W +1l 223X44 
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Ssp99 128-30 +08 6192 

EsL steta 525X00 Mon* antes 637X20 
Atom opHlOT 74MK op 11X29 
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117X1 117X0 11731 +022 19^63 


SUCJURWORLDU CMCSE) 
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."BRUSSELS Deutsche 
BaiflrAG.bas aereedto boy the 
Bdgiajj snbsidiaiy <tf. Ootie 


^ uic largest 

German bank a -fourth Euro- 
,pean' retail banking market, a 
person familiar jwife fee situ- 

• Atsiin * ! * . 





: Analysts .said thelransactioii 
■would cost Deutsche Bank at 
least 18 bilBcm Belgian francs 
($5t52nMHiQri)7^^ 1 . 

Deutsche Bank'vtdiich. al so 
has operations m\ Italy and 
Spain, would gain the seveatb- 
laigest Belgian bank, with as- 
setr of 465 billion Belgian 
francs and - 38 branches. 

Credit Lyonnais must dis- 




' part 'of . the - European Union- 
■ mandated sale ofas retain » 
ODfeide 1 France fo' 1 return fox' 
government aid. On Monday, 
Deutsche Bank -said it had 
agfoed“to buy Bankers Trust 
•Coro; of the United States; 1 

”5 snail on 

analyst atPuilaetcomBrnssels. 
She estimated that Credit Ly- 
onnais 7 Bdgram ^duld seH for. 
about 1.5 tunes its book value of 
12 blllioff Belgian francs,' or 
About 18 bflfion francs/ - 

'A Deutsche : Bank spofcpes-' 
man m FTaidrfun said feebank ■ 
had held ’talks with Credit Ly- 
ohnaisBelgiuiiL He declined to 
comment on whether fee bank 
would bay fee eoproany. . 

1 . Spokesmen at Credit Lyon- 
nais in Paris and' Brussels de- 
clined to conmwtnL , . . 

Deutsche 4 Bank’s offer for; 
Credit 1 -Lyonnais " Belgium, 
made m mid-November, was' 
the b<^ of tinee-tiinii bids, ah 
investment banker ’ ; familiar 
with feesitnatioifsaid. 

Credit Lyonnais shares fell, 
5.10 French Bancs to close at 
494 ($86.63)“ while Deutsche 
Bank stock fell 4^60 Deutsche 
marks to lOO.lO ($58.81), \" 

• ? ' • (Bloomberg, AFX) 


By Daniel Williams 

Aw Savin 


- MO$COW-f-- Russia began talks 

Tuesday '*^;Midiel Camdessus, 


Official figures show still darker times probably lie 
aheadfor Russia’s economy, already deep in crisis. 


Monetary Find. hwto -ffl '^mdow of 

Tie' 

delays twic&Mrindayin feeprescaa- 
ation of its 1999buoget, finally say- 
' ihg it -would ,be released Dec. 10. 

ofeerblow ip Pome Minister YeW 
geni Prrarato^sef^ That 

his govemmetftis; hr expert hands. 

RqssraisstillJv^ 

portions of a $22 billion 


wmunrvui uuiujg me 

summer andibenput on holdwhen 
Russia abruptly ‘devalued fee ruble 
in August and defaulted on many 
debt paymeniB. y.N ' 

. 'D)e bndget d^ay <ixriiici<^ wife 
official •figraies that-show still darker 


isdty predicted feat gross domestic 
product would shrink 5 percemin 
1999, after this year's decline of 3 
percrat Overall, fee Russian econ- 
omy Ins shrunk by almost 40 per- 
cent since fee breakup of fee Soviet 
Union in 1991. In only one year, 
: 1997, did its GDP grow, and then by 
a scant 0.8 percent, according to 
government data. 

. . The new figures confirmed whai 
was already evident on the streets of 
Russia's cities and fee dirt roads of 
i& villages: Shops and restaurants 
have closed, imports and the retail 
trade they nourished have declined, 
and; farm production fell dramat- 
ically because of an early drought 
and late heavy nuns. 

. [A central bahk official said Tues- 
day feat it would take at least two 
years to restore fee country's strug- 
gling banking system. Bloomberg 


News reported. Hundreds of insol- 
vent barks are being closed, while 
others are being given new loans and 
financing to allow them to continue. 

[“We so far have not been able to 
restore confidence in the interbank 
market.'' said Tatyana Paramonova, 
first deputy director of the central 
hank. “The loss of confidence be- 
tween banks and clients is fee hardest 
lesson feat's been learned here.**] 

Almost three months into Mr. Pri- 
makov’s shepherding of the econ- 
omy, plans for pulling Russia out of 
its tailspin are still mired in discord, 
particularly as regards fee budget. 

The Finance Ministry, headed by 
Mikhail Zadornov, pressed for a low 
budget deficit and fought to main- 
tain fee value-added tax, a steady 


source of government revenue, at 20 


enL The chief tax collector. 
Boos, battled to reduce fee 


value-added tax to 14 percent, ar- 
guing feat a lower rate would 
prompt tax evaders to pay up. 

On Friday, the cabinet approved 
Mr. Boos's plan, and Finance Min- 
istry officials worked all weekend to 
make budget projections fit. Sud- 
denly on Monday, fee level was 
reset at 15 percent, sending fee of- 
ficials back to their calculators. 

In addition to the loans, the Pri- 
makov government wants fee IMF to 
bless its negotiations wife an array of 
foreign lenders to reduce debt pay- 
ments next year. Officials have 
already said Russia cannot make pay- 
ments on much of its approximately 
$17 billion in debt due next year. 

Mr. Zadornov lowered expecta- 
tions of reaching an IMF accord, say- 
ing Mr. Camdessus was not arriving 
wife a “briefcase full of dollars." 

“At fee moment, money is not the 
main thing we need, although we 
need that too," he said. "We expect 
understanding from the IMF and a 
to relieve Russia's debt 
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Peugeot to Add 900 Jobs in Britain 

Demaiidfor 206 Model Spurs French Carmaker to Expand Output 


•/ Roam 

LONDON — : PSA Peugeot Ch- 
rpen .SA, fee french automaker, 
went against fee industry trend 
Tuesday by ahpbunring that it 
Would increase production and add 
900 jobs at its Ryton plant near 
Coventry in ceri&al England, 
Peogeotsald the extra workload at 
the platit, which currently has 2,200 
wooers malting its 206 hatchback 
model, should create .2,000 jobs 
among regional Suppliers. 

: The employees “deserve a tre- 
mendous pat on the back for im- 
proving productivity and quality 
standards that has allowed thisex- 
pamion to take place,” said Richard 

tor' for Britain. • - 
Peugeot plans to add a thud pro- 
duction shm at the. plant ~by May, 
raising - ovtput tO more than 3,400 
carsi Week Bcxtir fee current 2.500. 

- The increase in -demand fra - fee 
206 is in strong contrast wife fee 
fortunes of ofeer British-based car 
£^ctories;axnJsofe^of|feintsliavecnt 
. production because at falling sales. 


“The increase in production is 
required because of fee huge pan- 


European sales success of fee 206 
range,”- Mr. Parham said. 

The model is also built at a plant 
in Mulhouse, France. Peugeot said 
that across Europe ithad taken about 
180,000 orders for fee car since it 
went on Sale in September. 


The British trade and industry 
>n, wef- 


-secretaxy, Peter Mandelson, 
corned fee news of fee extra jobs. 
'‘Thar this investment has been 


-won r against strong competinon is a 


telling testament to fee flexibility of 
fee Cov< 


'entry work force and un- 
derlines fee continuing attractive- 
ness of fee location,” he said. 

■ Courtanlds to Close 8 Plants 


Courtaulds Textiles FLC of Bri- 
tain said it would dismiss 1,220 
workers and close eight factories at 
its recently acquired Claremont Gar- 
ments subsidiary, Agence France- 
Presse reported from London. 

Courtaulds said fee measures were 
necessary toreturo Claremont, which 
reported a pretax loss of £12 million 


($20.4 million) for its most recent 
financial year, to profitability. 

A total of 1,125 jobs will be elim- 
inated at the eight factories in Eng- 
land, with feeofeer95 job cuts to take 
place at fee headquarters of Clare- 
mont businesses, Courtaulds said. 

Claremont is a major supplier to 
Maries & Spencer PLC, one of the 
leading British department stores, 
ami was bought by Courtaulds in 
October. It has 5,800 employees. 

The chief executive of Cour- 
taulds, Colin Dyer, said: “It was 
always clear that restructuring 
would be necessary to restore fee 
profitability. 

“We very much regret fee need 
for fee proposed redundancies, but 
these are vital if we are to achieve 
increased flexibility and cost effec- 
tiveness.” 

Mr. Dyer said Courtaulds had 
made a review of all its clothing 
factories and decided "to concen- 
trate our manufacturing on our most 
efficient sites and those which have 
fee greatest scope for further im- 
provements." 


Athens Rescinds 
Sale of Retailer 


(jiapllrJtv OarSu^FKW.DsfuJi ho 

ATHENS — Greece failed 
for fee second time this year to 
sell Hellenic Du tv Free Shops 
SA as it annulled' Tuesday the 
sale of fee company roaFrench- 
Greek consortium. 

The government canceled the 
sale of a 67 percent stake in the 
chain, fee largest Greek retailer, 
for 82 billion drachmas ($288.8 
million) after the consortium led 
by Saresco S A of France failed 
to meet payment terms. 

A spokesman said the gov- 
ernment would look into “new 
possibilities" for the sale. It 
called off the first sale attempt 
this summer after receiving what 
it said were unsatisfactory bids. 

Restructuring of fee public 
sector, including the sale of 
state-owned companies, is con- 
sidered key to the Greece’s 
drive to join the European 
single currency in 2001. 

Hellenic Duty Free's shares 
fell S percent, the maximum per- 
mitted in one day, to close at 
3,930 drachmas. 

( Reuters . Bloomberg) 
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Very briefly: 


• Deutsche Post AG is negotiating to buy Deutsche Post- 
bank, Germany's Finance Ministry confirmed, but it refused 
to discuss published reports feat 30 percent of the state-owned 
postal bank was to be floated on fee stock exchange. 

• Deutsche Boerse AG is seeking approval from fee Labor 
Ministry to keep the Frankfurt stock exchange open for trading 


on the public holidays of Ascension, Pentecost Monday, 
; Christi and Goman Unity Day. 


Corpus' 

• Telecom Italia SpA gave its new chief executive. Franco 
Bemabe, broad power to negotiate a pay-television alliance. 
The company did not mention Rupert Murdoch of News 
Corp., who has expressed interest in its Stream pay -TV unit 

• Denmark’s central bank warned that the country's rising 
correm-accouni deficit and accelerating wages might cause it to 
raise interest rates to defend its currency exchange-rate policy. 


• UBS AG’s Warburg Dillon Read unit is getting out of the 
business of muting in energy and base metals rut 


„ __ irures and 

options. The mvestmeni-banHng unit will eliminate 20 jobs as 
a result of fee move. 

• Ireland's Public Enterprise Department said fee entry of 
domestic and foreign companies into its newly deregulated 
telecommunications market would cut prices by 20 percent. 

• Ford Werke AG is suspending production of its Fiesta car 
model from Dec. 14 to 18 because of low demand 


• Degussa AG’s full-year pretax profit rose 42 percent, to 741 
irks (S435.4 million), as revenue rose 4 


million Deutsche marks . 
percent, to 15.9 billion DM, led by stronger chemical sales. 
Asian sales increased slightly, while domestic sales slipped. 
• Red October said ithad bought a rival Russian candymaker, 
Petrocoaf of St Petersburg, from Kraft Jacobs Sue hard 
AG. There was no confirmation of the deal from the European 
food unit of Philip Morris Cos. Reuters, afp, etoomherx 
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Kim Asks Chaebol to Speed Restructuring Brieriey 
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Blcomberg iVrvi'j 

SEOUL — President Kim Dae 
Jung turned up the heat on South 
Korean industrial conglomerates 
Tuesday, seeking pledges of faster 
restructuring from their leaders. 

Mr. Kim plans to meet next week 
with the heads of the Hyundai. Sam- 
sung, Daewoo, LG and SK groups to 
extract promises of firm action on 
restructuring, said Park Jie Won. a 
presidential spokesman. Further 
delays could make foreigners less 


willing to invest in already shaky 
South Korean industries. 

Restructuring the debt-laden con- 
glomerates known as chaebol is a 
priority for Mr. Kim’s administra- 
tion as it battles the' country’s worst 
recession since the Korean War. It 


blames die companies for helping 
destabilize the economy with a rap- 
id, credit-fueled expansion that they, 
remain reluctant to scale back. 

“The meeting is aimed at con- 
cluding the question of reszruaar- 
ing.” Mr. Park said. “There 
wouldn't have been any need to take 
action if everything had worked 
smoothly:” 

Mr. Kim’s decision to intervene 
personally followed a rejection of 
title five groups’ plans to swap some 
operations with other chaebol. Cred- 
itors and a government-led com- 
mittee assessing corporate restruc- 
turing called the plan inadeq uate. 

Ob Ho Keun, chair man of the 
Government Restructuring Com- 
mittee, said the chaebol had sought 


government aid and the reschedul- 
ing of debt while trying to avoid 
responsibility for reckless invest- 
ment that led to overcapacity. 

“They need to change their way 
of thinking,” Mr. Oh said. “They 
now think the banking system 
should aid them, as shareholders 
have already suffered from accu- 
mulated losses. That’s the result of 
their own management mistakes.” 

The five chaebol agreed to com- 
bine companies in seven industries, 
including aerospace, petrochemic- 
als and computer memory chips. But 
Mr. Oh said they had failed to 
present detailed plans on how to turn 
around the troubled businesses. 

Top economic policymakers met 
Tuesday to make preparations for 


Mr. Kim’s talks with the heads of 
the five chaeboL 

“They ruled that -the chaebol 
must not expect any benefits from 
their creditors until they have taken 
serious- and substantive steps to 
clean up the mess they created,” 
one government aide, who 
asked not to be identified. 

■ Sale of Kia Is Finalized 


Turns Dawn 


- ‘A'A-s 


Hyundai Motor Co. sealed its 1-18 
trillion won ($947.4 million) acqui- 
sition of the bankrupt Kia Motors 
Coro., Bloomberg News reported. 
Hyondai Motor will pay 40 per- 


Hyundai Motor will pay 40 per- 
cent of the total to buy 51 percent of 
Kia and its Asia Motors. Corp. af- 
filiate. The rest will come from sev- 
eral Hyundai Motor affiliates. 


AirTouch Joins 
Japan Venture 


Miyazawa Is Cautious on Japan Recovery 


Very briefly: 


• The Tokyo Stock Exchange suspended trading on long- 
term Japanese government bond futures contracts twice, be- 
cause of software problems with its trading system. The 
exchange has bad repeated difficulties with its new futures and 
options trading system, which became operative Nov. 2. 

• Bank Negara, the Malaysian central bank, is preparing a 
“comprehensive master plan” to outline the banking sector's 
direction over the next two decades, the governor of the central 
bank, Ali Abui Hassan Sulaiman, said. 

• Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd/s chairman, Isamu Kawai, was 
arrested on suspicion of bribing a legislator from Japan's 
governing party to help secure a defense contract. 

• China's spending on telecommunications infrastructure will 
rise 28 percent this year, to 160 billion yuan (S19.3 billion), 
according to the Ministry of Information Industry. The country 
added 23 million subscribers to its telecommunications net- 
work in the first 10 months of the year. 

• International Finance Corp„ the investment arm of the 
World Bank, plans to invest as much as $23 million in 
Philippine Airlines Inc., which is holding talks with Cathay 
Pacific Airways Ltd. of Hong Kong and Northwest Airlines 
tiic. of the United States on selling a dominant stake. 

• Singapore will replace Hong Kong as the world’s freest 


Bloomberg Noes 

TOKY O — AirTouch Com- 
munications Inc. plans to form 
a cellular phone venture with 
Japan Telecom Co. and Nissan 
Motor Co., the companies said 
Tuesday. 

The venture is aimed at de- 
veloping a next-generation ceil 
phone that would send moving 
pictures and speed up transmis- 
sion of large amounts of data, 
according to the companies. 

Japanese cellular phone op- 


erators are developing an ad- 
vanced cellular phone stan- 


vanced cellular phone stan- 
dard, as capacity for sending 
data under the current standard 


economy next year unless Hong Kong takes radical steps to 
restore its competitiveness, the World Heritage Foundation 


restore its competitiveness 
said. 


Heritage Foundation 

AFP. AP. Bloomberg 


data under the current standard 
— known as personal digital 
cellular, or PDC — is limited. 

AirTouch, the largest cel- 
lular phone company in the 
world, will take a 26 percent 
stake in the venture, to be 
called IMT-2000 Planning 
Corp. Japan Telecom, an in- 
ternational and domestic long- 
distance phone carrier, will 
hold 40 percent, and Nissan, 
the No. 2 Japanese automaker, 
behind Toyota Motor Corp., 
will own the remainder. 


Coa&lrd by Our SttfFrem O bfo t ibn 

TOKYO — Kiichi Miyazawa, Ja- 
pan's finance minister, said Tues- 
day that it was too early to say 
whether the country’s economy had 
bottomed out 

Mr. Miyazawa, speaking at a news 
conference after a regular cabinet 
meeting, was apparently referring to 
comments last week by the chief of 
the Economic Planning Agency, 
Taichi Sakaiya, who said that recent 
indicators showed that (he economy 
would not deteriorate further. 

Mr. Miyazawa’s view was echoed 
by Masaru Hay ami, governor of the 
Bank of Japan, who said he expected 
banks to remain cautious on lending 
into 1999 and that he was. worried 
about the economic outlook for the 
second half of next year. 

Japan's economy shrank 0.7 per- 
cent in the year that ended March 3 1 , 
and the government expects it to 
contract 1.8 percent in the current 
year as Japan's worst recession in a 
half-century drags on. 

. The government has tried various 
ways to spend its way out of the 
recession but so far has had little 
impact. Last week, the Finance Min- 
istry announced that die govern- 
ment's latest stimulus package, val- 
ued at as much as 24 trillion yen 


($194 billion), would include 4 tril- 
lion yen. in individual income tax 
cuts and 23 trillion yen in corporate 
tax reductions. Some of the stimulus 
measures are now being debated in a 
special session of Parliament 
Mr. Miyazawa said the govern- 
ment should cany out additional tax- 
catting measures if they are deemed 
effective, including breaks on hous- 


ing loans and education expenses. 
The governing party's tax pane 


The governing party's tax panel 
will start discussing other tax incen- 
tives this week. The body, along with 


die tax panel of the government itself, 
is scheduled to hammer out details of 
additional tax cuts by late this month. 
Last-week, Mr. Miyazawa said the 
planned tax cuts might be expandecL 
Mr. Hay ami said that while he 
expected the government’s latest 
stimulus packages to bring the econ- 
omy a gradual recovery, he was con- 
cerned about the outlook for the 
second half of next year, when die 
impact of these packages is expec- 
ted to fade. 

(Bloomberg, Bridge News) 


Bangkok Delays Law Reform 


Bloomberg Ne* s 

BANGKOK — The government 
said Tuesday that it would delay 
new foreclosure laws and the re- 
capitalization of its ailing banks, 
backing away from part of its fi- 


nancial restructuring plan because 
of the “complexity' ’ of legal reform 
that politics and investor demand. 

The move was made with the con- 
sent of the Internationa) Monetary 
Fund, which imposed tough con- 
ditions on Thailand under its bailout 
package. The delay should not derail 
Thailand's economic recovery, the 


Finance Ministry said after the cab- 
inet approved proposed quarterly re- 
visions to the IMF aid program. 

But some analysts said the post- 
ponement, coming as Thailand also 
is backing away from limits on gov- 
eminent spending and other pledges 
in the original IMF plan, could slow 
or limit any economic recovery. 

Many investors .. consider 
strengthened foreclosure, bank- 
ruptcy and foreign-ownership laws 
crucial to attracting capital to bolster, 
a financial system in which two- 
fifths of loans are in default 


Bloomberg Neus 

WEUJNGTON — Brieriey 

Invesimedis Ltd- oo- Tuesday 
rejected an improved offer by. 
the Rqy Disney fiunfly to “buy 
management coutrolofthe New. 
investment company. 

Shamrock Capital Advisors 
Inc., the Disney family’s in- 
vestment vehicle, has been : 
wooing the company's direc- 
tors for more than a month. 
Last week it improved its pro- 
posal to give Brieriey cash in 
exchange for. stock ami con-. 
troL offering to pay more and 
to set management .perfor- 
mance targets- 

“I’m not entirely surprised 
by the tain df events, ’ . said 
Bruce McKay, an analyst at 
DF Mainland & Co. “Brieriey 
has looked a lot more seeded. 
Suddenly there doesn’t seem 
to be a reason to say they need, 
the money.” • ■ 

In an effort to fend off the 
unwanted advances, Brieriey 
has been reducing its debt bur- 
den to help strengthen is bal- 
ance sheet Its debt has been art 
to less than 1-9 billion New 
Zealand dollars ($1 billion),- 
from 2.6 billion dollars, and the- 
company is now in a better fi- 
nancial position, Brieriey said. 

Shamrock said it was sur- 
prised at the rejection. - - . . 

“We were given strong sig- ( 
nals that we were being very- 
responsive to what certain ele- 
ments in the company thought 
were essential to moving for- 
ward,” Clifford Miller, Shan^ 
rryAr’s manag in g director, said 
in Los Angeles- . 

Under Shamrock’s offer, it 
would have had an option to 
take a state in Brieney.and 
would have provided a cash in- 
fusion of between 200 million ' 
and 600 million dollars in re- 
turn for management control. 
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Global Fund Chief’s Favorite Turf Now: Europe 
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rf EW YORK — Howard Moss . ‘ 
' ‘1^1 may woik out of an office in i 
Fort Myers, Florida, bat Ins . 

- ^ investment instincts have him - 
~ bolflaliackln tftedirecticm of his roots; 

^e-University .of Liveapaol, where be 
tttrofledin-1966- i 1 .■ 

* | . As manager of die $L23 bjUion Hair- 
r b^fcteroatiooal Growth fund, Mir. Moss 
wcutefor Jennison Capiral Associates, a 

• fJew-Yoric-lAs^ money inan^er that is 

- k rabaihriser of tbefund for Harbor dap- 
hal Advisors of Toledo, Ohio. 

• But.it is a relatively snraU world these 
frays forMr.Moss. About the only place ■ 
hefiticb the sort of stocks he likes to buy 

percent of . 

the food's assets are invested. The fund 
yffi c also concentrated in its number of 
Stocks-— jus* "24 fo, foe portfolio. 

. ■* • . Using a bottom-hp. approach to in- 
vesting based on coiporatefondamentals, 
Mr.- Moss-says, he likes well-managed 
medium-sized to krge-capilalizatioo 
mmpanies with long-term annual earn- 
ings grow* of at least 15 percent and 
forward pck^to-eamiiigs ratios below 
fhar number. That kind of growth is bard 
to find in rocky economic- landscapes 
tuchas Asia and Lain America. 

I His circumspect view may well have 
sharpened die fund’s performance this 
yean It achieved a return of 143 percent 
through. Nov. 20 — notably more -than 
the 8.4percent retom of its better-known 
-fcilnfeHMiented sister fund, Harbor- In- 
ternationaG and the E.3 percent average 
' for its peer group of foreign stock fends, 
decanting to M oinings tar Inc., Ifae fi- 
nancial publisher based in Chicago . 

: jl Over three years. Harbor Intemaxian- 
^POrowth hak tallied an average annual 
return ef 18.5 percent, compared with 
163 percent for the sister- fond and 92 
-percent fer the peergronp. 

] In 1997^ mnehas 14. percent of the 
' portfolio was'in Hong Koag real estate 
& bank stocks. Mr. Moss reduced 
those hnlrtirig s to zero by this summer, 

. rhoagh beacknowledged that the Asian 
crisis still had hnxt returns. .- 
•. Asian companies outside Hong Kong 
do not tempTMr. Moss. 

. VWith fhe: debacle of cmiency' de- 
yaluancms and falls in the stock market,” 
be said; “the companies we used to 
follow in places like the Philippines and 


ThaUand, specifically, are no longer vir- middle of 2000 going forwa ^v n(i h _ 
able, in that their market capitalizations For companies 


As for Japan, companies such as Soay 
Coip, MatfoshittL Electric Industrial po. 
and' Hitachi .Ltd “have unformhatcly 
become cyclical,'' Mr. Moss- said, in part 
because of slowing _ 

c onsum er mending. .. .. 

“They are no longer i With COTre 

stock prices 

can . ifely " fee con- companies 
sistent - . esenines. . 1B r , , , 

growth;- be sakL'So «HlOW DO pi 
how is Ml Moss Phaipmnefr 

l^iS^efttfeseesnb are no longer viable. 5 

immine nt' recession : — 

there, he expects 

_ -1- *rx I<1 1 C 


c Whfr omMides and 
stock paces falling, 
companies we used to 
follow in places like the 

. * im - n. 


sain, me cununanon vt — 

ders in the European Union offers huge 
opportunities. "From **. 
company point of view, this w “\ 
come the united States of Europe, he 
said, “so you will 
■ ■ ■■■ see die growth of 

dies and m® pan-&^op^ 

companies. He 
ailing, predicted that many 

* ««d to of a* 0 !*?*?® 

e USCa TO would be based in 

jes l ike the Southern Europe, 

ad Thailand of^^^Stionand 

gfcjSgSi 

’ adopted many of the 


economic growth to slow to 13 percent disciplined 

to 2 percent annually wer the next 12 to northem neighbors. About one-tmrooi 

of 23 par- to fund's assets ire .nv«ted m Scmh- 
tit^ercam grow* this yoir. cm Europe, mainly in banks and tel=- 

SS hi arS^e — should do much Credito hab^no. Its 

b^^? : That points to .drug, telephone Alessaiulro Profinno^a™n^*e 

and companies as ouqierformers. company, timnmng cose and 

HeWte^Scts Emwean eco- “very shareholder-foendly, Mr- Moss 
ncunic^ow* ^Tpfck up from the said He .said earnings were likely to 


compound at more than 20 percent a year 
and that the share price, which was 9,486 
lire (S5.62) in late trading Tuesday, 
could double by 2001. He said he started 
buying the stock last year at 3,400. 

A nother big position in South- 
ern Europe, at about 5 percent 
of the fund's assets, is Tele- 
fonica SA, which has about 85 
percent of the conventional fixed-line 
telephone business in Spain and 7 1 per- 
cent of die cellular market. 

The telecommunications giant, 
known until this year as Telefonica de 
Espana, also has major stakes in phone 
companies in Latin America, where 
stock prices have tumbled recently. But 
Mr. Moss said the growth potential of 
the Latin American telephone industry 
made those holdings a good long-term 
asset. 

He first bought Telefonica shares in 
1 994 at about 2,400 pesetas; on T uesday 
they were at 6,610 (S45.69). He predicts 
ear nings growth of 15 percent to 20 
percent annuall y over the next four to 
five years and said share prices would 
tend to rise at the same rate. 

One of International Growth’s new- 
est holdings is Sanofi, a French phar- 
maceutical company, which Mr. Moss 
began buying at about 780 francs a share 



lu.ylrf— n TV »"|L IW- 

Howard Moss runs the Harbor International Growth fond from Flontfo. 


in late September. On Tuesday, it was at 
983 {S172.39I. 

Sanofi has two new cardiovascular 
drugs — Plavix. a blood thinner, and 
Avapro, which treats high blood pres- 
sure — that it is marircring worldwide 
with Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., and die 


company is expected to announce the 
purchase of another French drugmaker, 
Synthelabo. this week. 

Its sales have "exploded, Mr. Moss 
said. He forecasts earnings growth of as 
much as 25 percent annually for the next 
five years. 


Very^ briefly: 


• Money held in Japanese postal savings a«»nnte, tte 
world’s largest reservoir of deposits, totaled 24S.2W 
trillion yen ($2.02 trillion) ai the end of Novraaber, a 
decline of 35 billion yen from late October, the Ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunications said. The decrease 
stemmed from withdrawals by retirees, who receive 
gove rn me m pension payments every other month- Those 
- payments were hot issued in October. Postal savings 

accounts offer slightly higher interest rates than banks 
and are backed by the Japanese government 

• Goldman, Sail® & Co. cut the weighting of equities in 

- ui.1, an ft rakftt it for bonds, ar&mng 


UZdlbUOlUo , 

weeks. Neil Williams, Goldman’s global strategist, ad- 
■ i . i. _ w nlnlval tfl 57 .DOCeUt OI 


{rom 3U perceaiL x«. — j 

percen t and for ccnmnddittes at 3 percent. 

• Direct investments in Brazil gave theb«t r«urnsm 
the world for U3. corq>anies from 1995 to 1996, ac- 
cording to a US, Commerce Department survey quoted 
by Gazeta MercantiL According to the newspaper, the 


report found that Brazilian subsidiaries of U.S. compa- 
niesgave an average 8.4 percent net return on mvestmoiis 
during the period, compared with a world average of 4.4 
percent. Brazil has been engaged m an aggressive pri- 
vatization program since 1995 that has seen a wave of 
foreign companies buying up former stale companies. 

• Nickolas Ashford and Valerie Simpson, creators of 
rhythm-and-blues hits such as " Ain i No M°unuun 
Hiah Enough,’* sold alleast S10 million ofbonds backed 
by royalties on some of their song^The sale was 
arranged by the New York-based Putman Group, I 
head^ by the investment banker David Pullman, who | 
also led the sale last year of S55 million msec unties 
backed by royalties on some of David Bodies music 
and a S30 million sale m August forthe M ° to . n 
songwriters Edward Holland, Brian Holland and La- 
mom Dozier. The benefit to the artists ^ «Umg se- 


VON ERNST GLOBAL PORTFOLIO 

SICAV 

Luxembourg, 11, me Aldringen 
R.C. Luxembourg N* B 30.176 

DIVIDEND NOTICE 

The Board of Directs resolved on 26 November 1998 to declare an intenm dividend of the 
toS owing sub-funds; 



VB STERLING FIXED INTEREST GBP 0,46 
EUROPEAN FIXED INTEREST XEU 0.20 

DM BOND DEM 0140 

DM SHORTTERM DEM 0,30 

GLOBAL BOND USD 0,35 


per share (Coupon N* 13) 
per share (Coupon N' 13) 
per share (Coupon N' 6) 
per share (Coupon N* 6) 
per share (Coupon N* 13) 


mom Dozier. The benefit to the artists or semnj se- 
curities backed by royalties is that the artists retain ng 
to their creations and can raise money without selling ott 
the works completely and without waiting years to 
amass the money through royalty payments. 

Blocmberft. Reuters 


bLUDAL DUiiu . .. 

These dividends wiH be payable on 4 December 1998 to all 

dose of business on 30 November 1998 (NAV per 27 November 1998)^ 

The shares will be quoted ex-divWend on 1 December 1998 (NAV per 30 November 1998). 

Paying agent KREDIETBANK SA. LUXEMBOURGEOISE 
43, boulevard Royal 
L-2955 LUXEMBOURG 

By order of the Board of Directors 
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World Roundup 


Holyfield To Fight 
Lewis At Garden 

boxing Evander Holyfield and 
Lennox Lewis wiil step into the 
ring at Madison Square Garden. 
New York, on March 13 to de- 
termine the undisputed heavy- 
weight champion of the world. 

It will be the First heavyweight 
championship bout at the Garden 
since 1993, when Riddick Bowe 
retained his title against Michael 
Dokes. The winner will be the first 
undisputed heavyweight champion 
since Bowe beat Holyfield in 
November 1992. 

Lewis (34-1 > is the World Box- 
ing Council champion, and Holy- 
Field (36-3 1 holds the World Box- 
ing Association and International 
Boxing Federation titles. 

The Garden has put up over $8 
million to stage the fight. Time 
Warner and HBO Sports, which will 
broadcast the fight in the United 
States, has guaranteed Holyfield 
$20 million. Lewis has agreed to a 
$9.5 million purse. (NYT) 

■ Teny Norris, a four-time world 
champion, announced his retire- 
ment T uesday after failing in a bid to 
win the WBA super-welterweight 
title. Norris was stopped by Laurent 
Boudouani, a Frenchman, in the 
ninth round in Paris Monday. It was 
the 31 -year-old American’s third 
straight loss. (AFP) 

All-Star Game Moved 

BASEBALL Major League Base- 
ball moved the 2000 All-Star Game 
from Miami to Atlanta amid reports 
the new owners of the Florida Mar- 
lins no Longer want to hold the 
game as they seek a new stadium. 

The team" has been sold to John 
Henry, a commodities trader for 
$158 million, in a deal that other 
owners must still approve. 

Henry wants taxpayers to pay fora 
new stadium For the c/ub and re- 
portedly did not want to hold the All- 
Star Game in a stadium he claims is 
substandard (AP) 

ANC Criticizes Teams 

South Africa’s ruling African 
National Congress parry on Tues- 
day complained in a statement that 
the country’s rugby and cricket na- 
tional teams were ■■lily-white.” 

The statement followed attacks 
by opposition parties on Sieve Tsh- 
wete. the sports minister, who had 
said he was “fed up” that South 
Africa's teams in the two sports 
were almost exclusively white. 

Peter Pollock, the convenor of 
cricket selectors, said the cricket 
team was picked on meriL 

South Africa's cricketers beat 
West Indies for the first time in a test 
match Monday. The rugby Spring- 
boks on Saturday equaled the record 
for consecutive international victo- 
ries. There are noowhite players in 
both squads, but none has played in 
recent games. iAFPi 


Roma Poised 
To Buy Nice 
And Make It 
A Farm Club 


CcwyHWrt Oar StigFnM 

AS Roma, the Italian Serie A club, 
said Tuesday that it was close to taking 
over Nice, "a French second division 
team, to develop young talents. 

A spokesman for the Italian club 

World Soccer 

said negotiations with Nice had entered 
the final stage. “But the formal, final 
agreement has not yet been reached.” 
the spokesman said. 

Roma officials said control of the 
French team would allow Roma to fish 
for young players in France and in other 
countries. 

“Nice would be a sort of breeding- 
ground for young players and for those 
players Roma can’t immediately field.” 
said the spokesman. 

Roma is second to Fiorentina in the 
Italian standings. Nice is last in the 20- 
team French second division, but it was 
champion of France four times in the 
1 950s and has won the French cup three 
times, most recently in 1997. 

SINGAPORE A Singapore referee was 
jailed for eight months for accepting 
bribes to fix a match two years ago. The 
Straits Times reported Tuesday. 

Ramasamy Rajandran, 45, was sen- 
tenced Monday in a district court for 
fixing an August 1996 match between 
Police Football Club and Sembawang 
Rangers, the newspaper said. 

Singapore’s Corrupt Practices Inves- 
tigation Bureau received a tip and ar- 
rested him on three charges of cor- 
ruption. Ramasamy was also fined 
10.250 Singapore dollars ($6,200). 

AFRICA Mustapha Hadji, a Moroccan 
midfielder who plays for Deportivo La 
Coruna, was voted African player of the 
year on Tuesday. 

Hadji narrowly beat Austin Okocha. 
a Nigerian midfielder who plays for 
Paris" Saint Germain, in the ballot of 
members of CAF's technical and press 
committees. Hadji polled 76 votes and 
Okocha received 74. 

Sunday Oliseh. a Nigerian defender 
who plays for Ajax Amsterdam, was 
third with 58 votes. 

eurok Representatives of Europe's 
top clubs agreed Tuesday to pass on 
some of the revenue from the revamped 
Champions League to the domestic 
leagues of clubs "chat fail to qualify for 
the competition. 

UEFA, the governing body of Euro- 
pean soccer, predicts that the compe- 
tition will generate 800 million Swiss 
francs (S580.1 million) a year. UEFA 
wiil keep a quarter, the remaining 600 
million Swiss francs will be distributed 
to the 32 participating clubs. They have 
agreed that five per cent will be given to 
the leagues. 

“This shows great solidarity,” said 
Gerard Aigner, the UEFA General Sec- 
retary, after the meeting with repre- 
sentatives of 10 leading clubs. 

(AP. Reuters. AFP ) 
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Raul Gonzalez scoring the goal For Real Madrid that beat Vasco da Gama for the World Club Cup in Tokyo. 

Real Madrid Gets a Trophy Goal 


Inteniummal Heridii Tribune 

L ONDON — Real Madrid boasts 
the most opulent trophy room in 
sports, though for almost four de- 
cades there has been a vacant space for 
one missing adornment — soccer’s 
World Club Cup. That space will be 
filled just as soon as the team arrives 
track at Santiago Bemabeu stadium with 
the pot finally won in Tokyo on Tues- 
day. 

Victory over Vasco da Gama, the 
champion of Brazil, came late. Real 
clinched the deal seven minutes from 
the end when Raul Gonzales, a Mad- 
rileno among so many hired foreigners, 
made the score 2-1 in the Spanish club's 
favor. Bravo, Raul: So pure yet so un- 
reliable is your talent, so often you 
promise, but at last, in the blink of an ' 
eye. you deliver a goal of a lifetime. 

Raul is 2 ( . Real Madrid has wanted to 
win back this prize for 38 years. Vasco 
da Gama, 100 years old, came within 
seven minutes of consecrating its cen- 
tenary with something so prestigious. 

The event is not quite as grand as’ it 
sounds. Its changing title over the years 
— Intercontinental Cup. Toyota Cup, 
World Club Cup — reflects the struggle 
to put a name to it and hides die reality 
that it has been hard enough getting Latin 
America and Europe to send iheir cham- 
pion clubs for a one-night stand in 
Tokyo. Harder still, in past years, was the 
task of making the rwo continents respect 
the laws and the limbs of opponents. 

A simple idea, the World Club Cup, 
but it became bedeviled by broken legs. 
The players’ inexcusable excuse was 
that there were two interpretations of 
sportsmanship. One day. when the in- 
satiable television companies persuade 
soccer to make time in their saturated 
schedules, there will be a rounded world 
club tournament, embracing Africa, 
Asia and Oceania. 

Until then, the annual night in Tokyo 
is the limit. At least this time it was a 


Vantage Poin I/Rob Hughes 


close encounter between a Madrid team 
built to attack and a Brazilian champion 
allowing adventure to get the better of 
its reputation for pragmatism. 

Vasco da Gama has a great place in 
world soccer. It was the first organized 
club in Brazil and the first to include 
blacks. It was the team that caught the 
imagination of the young Pel& 

In Tokyo, before 51,000 Japanese 
who love this annual taste of imported 
trophy-hunting, the Brazilians tried to 
outscore the famous team in white, they 
had been obliged to come out of their 
shell when Roberto Carlos, a country- 
man playing for the opposition, teased 
Naza into turning the ball past his goal- 
keeper, Germane, in the 26th minute. 

Vasco rallied to equalize half an hour 
later through Juninho. whose namesake 
plays for Atletico Madrid, scored 
majestically from 20 meters. 

Tied it remained until the 83d minute, 
then Raul performed. He was once a 
player for the enemy within Madrid, an 
Atletico apprentice until Jesus GiL the 
Atletico president, in one of his fits of 
misjudgment. cast off the junior team, 
presuming youth to be too fleeting and 
too cosily a gamble. 

Many's the time Gil has scoffed that 
Raul is too slight of frame, too in- 
consistent of form, to cany his great 
expectations. Tuesday was not such a 
time. Clarence Seedorf delivered a pass 
from his own half. Raul anticipated it. 
lured one defender to him, tricked him 
with wit and balance. Another him, an- 
other sw3y of the hips, another defender 
left sprawling on the turf and Raul was 
free to shoot joyfully past the goalie. 

As everyone knows, coaches gain and 
lose their livelihood on the whims of 
match winners. In Germany, unem- 
ployed, Jupp Heynckes will have been 
watching. Heynckes built this Real side 


around Raul, and suffered die wrath of 
Lorenzo S anz. the club president- Among 
his crimes. Heynckes did not make room 
in defease for Fernando Sanz. 

On Tuesday his successor. Guus Hid- 
dink, selected the president’s son and got 
away with iL Hidoink knows it is a fickle 
game, a fickle world. Last week. Real 
lost, 3-1, to Inter in Milan, where ■ 
Roberto Baggio, another forward who 
fluctuates between frailty and genius, ran 
rings around Sanz to score two late goals 
that appeared to save Luigi Simoni, the 
Inter coach. Chi Sunday, Simoni had 
another victory. On Monday he was pro- 
nounced Italy's coach of the year. 

Two hours later, amid the congrat- 
ulatory messages, Simoni took the call 
that told him chat Massimo Moracti, 
Inter’s president, had lost patience and 
flown in the Romanian coach Mircea 
Lucescu to replace him. Thank you and 
good night, Gigi. 

Things would have been different had 
Baggio always been fit, or bad Ronaldo, 
at 22, not been handicapped by chronic 
knee joints. 

Alas, poor Ronaldo; aJas, poor Si- 
moni; alas, poor game that burdens one 
with far too many demands and too. 
much stress for the body to take. 

Raul, like Ronaldo, suffers between 
goals. The one be scored Tuesday makes 
everyone happy. Among his admirers is 
Simoni, a coach who was 58 before he 
was offered a top-flight team. 

“Nothing,” he said of last; week’s 
game, “is more beautiful than playing 
against Real Madrid. Six years ago, I . 
was coaching a third-division team, 
now I am racing the champion of 
Europe. What more can I ask?” 

Time, sir, time. 


Rob Hughes is chief sponswriter for 
The Times of London. 


Court Grants 
U.S. Gymnast 
Protection 
From Father 


By Jere Longman 

S ew Yurk Turn Seme- ■ 

NEW YORK. — Dominique 
Moceanu, the 1 7-year-old Olympic 
gymnast, received a temporary pror 
tive order in a Texas court against i r . 
father, whom she accused of stalking* 
and harassing her since she won eman- 
cipation from her parents a month ago. ( 

She said Monday night, the day she, 
won the judgment, that her father had- 
hired a private investigator to trail her,* 
had waned outside her high school.as 
she arrived and left, and had tried to, 
follow her. Moceanir also said she be-, 
lieved her father bad tapped her phone. 

She was grained adult status by a, 
Houston judge in a ruling- Ocl 28. TTiar- 
dedsion appeared .to have resolved, a* 
lawsuit in which she accused her parents 
of squandering the earnings from, her, 
gymnastics career, which reached , its 
zenith with a gold medal at the 19% 
Olympics in Atlanta. 

Moceanu said Houston police detect- 
ives told her. Nov. 13 that they were 
investigating allegations that her fell 
Dimitru Moceanu, was trying to * 
someone to kill one of her friends 
. her gymnastics coach. 

The Houston police said Monday ih^t 
its homicide division had investigated, 
threats allegedly made in the case, but 
that the matter was inconclusive. 

“The case is now closed.'” a Houston 
police spokesman said. 

Katherine Scardino, the Houston law- 
yer representing Dimitru Moceanu, said 
. Monday nighxthai she had spoken with a 
Houston police officer about a tape-re-* 
corded conversation during which threats, 
were allegedly made by Moceanu against 
a 32-year-old friend of his daughter's. 

Moceanu may want to “ger his hands, 
around” the neck, .of his- daughter S ( 
friend, Scardino said, but he does nor| 
warn: him frilled. . 

_• Referring to Dominique -Moceanu,, 
Scardino sai± “She's still 17 years old. 
and running around with people who. 
obviously messed her up so bod,' It's.' 
difficult for a parent to back off and let 
hermake all these mistakes.” . . . ] 

But Scaidino said she told Mocean&u 
' that his daughter was aH adult and that 
was time to “back off and leave her 
alone.”. 

Ellen YarreU, Dominique Moceanu '&■ 
lawyer, said, “This is a story about a 
father stalking and : . threatening his* 
daughter.” : " - - 

Moceano left her family's home in 
October and moved to on apartment m 
the Houston area. She has not lived in 
the apartment for the past two and a half 
weeks, she said, because she fears for 
her safety. She has stopped att< 
school and may hire security per 
to protect her, she said. 

. “I’m scared," Moceanu said; ”Yo(i 
just don’t know what’s possible. This 
has been tough on my mental and phys- 
ical health. I’m really stressed Out.!’ !! 
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Luck Finally Smiles on Slumping Canadians 


Thr Assvcuited Press 

MONTREAL — In a game between 
two slumping National Hockey League 
teams, the Canadiens got a stroke of 
luck. 

Saku Koivu. a Montreal ceater, was 
credited with the game’s opening goal, 
at the 6:17 mark of the second period, 
but Sean O’Donnell, a Los Angeles de- 
fenseman. actually steered Koivu ’s re- 
bound into his own net 


That started the Canadiens to a 3-1 
victory Monday night as Montreal 
snapped a three-game losing streak. 

Los Angeles has managed to accu- 
mulate only five points in its last 14 
games and has lost eight of its last' nine. 

As he was sliding face down toward 
the net Koivu managed to direct a shot 
that seemed to catch the Los Angeles 
goalie, Stephane Fiset, by surprise. He 
made a toe save, but O’Donnell’s stick 


directed the puck into the net 
“It's getting frustrating for os be- 
cause we aren’t getting any of the! 
bounces,” Fiset said. 

“I’1T take it,” Koivu said. 

Fiset looked sharp while turning: 
aside 27 shots. Glenn Murray, a Kings . 
forward, scored his 10th goal of the 
season on a drive from the point with" 
3:33 left in the third io spoil tbe sbotooi 
bid by Montreal’s goalie. Jeff Hackett. ■ 
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Slow Start, San Francisco Turns Up the Heat to Win, 31-7 


_ V31 i; ‘ 

sti 

•JC;. r> 


^.:^; By ; §iirPeimiiigtQiv ;. 

■’ ; ‘ "~ font Times Service ~ : 


iv 


i.' 

■ ■ '• rv 





-. ; SAhf FRANCISCO — For the New 
Giants, itiegan with a bomb, but it 
endetf as just, another (iud. . .;•/... 

. ._The ■ Giants ’ offense momentarily 
-‘shted its jStaM, sober image ’Monday 
... nig^t against; the Sah •Francisco 49ers 
- Oo .djfi.Giante’ first play -from serins 
tbage, 'Kem^ Graham, tire quarterback. 
.•. connoted with jwide receiver Ike Hil- 
liard for a startling' 4&-yanJ pass play 
, thaUet upthe first Giants, touchdovm in 
r Sffli.Er^acisep in this detade. 

: The .49ers were not tenibly Ltn- 
r-With ■ cool efficiency, they 
rallied, scoringm, every quarter 
shutting oik the Giants for the re- 
; tfiainder of. tire game for a 31-7 victory 
! Tbe49ere’march tolheplayoffs con- 
tinnes, althqngh they did lose defensive 
ackle Bryani Y oong, who collided with 
bis teammate Kexi Norton in the' fourth 
quarter and suffered a broken, right leg. 

As for the Giants, their scant playoff 
hopes dissolved further as their recoid * 
feuto4r8.'; 

The different talent levels of these 
rtvo teams was obvious, especially in the 
fourth quarter. It was -then that the San 
Fnmcisco : defense, thwarted every Gi- 
ants drive ^ -and. the 49ers offense wore 
down s f aligned Giants defense. 

..But -even in victory,' the mood at 
3Com Park was somber as 49ers players 
talked about Young, dieir injured, line- 
man, anrF the .effect of his injury. . 

- n Heis amily resptecred leader on. this 
” said' Steve Young, the 49ers’ 


Quarterback. “On defense, he is the man 
— the guy they all look up tail's not an 
mjuiy;we'U overcame easfly. Bui well 
have to ;do our best.” . 

' "Midway through the fourth quarter, 
Norton’s -heimet struck the defensive 
. tackle's, it^it leg at the end of aron by 
Graham. Television replays showed the 
defender’s lower leg bending backward 
as. Norton snade.his tackle attempL • 
‘‘lifidn’rseehimbecauseiwasspin- 

• nu^ ^njod^bntl heard his legcrack,** 
Graham said.. “I looked down and saw 
he was blaring big time. It was like he 
had another joint in his-shin.” • 

• . Graham finished the game with 237 
passing ymris/cwnpieiing 21 of 41- 
passeswimonemtemeption 

Graham .was especially effective 
throwing to Hilliard, who had six 
catches 1 , for .141 yards, including the 
game-mjenihg' bomb. Thar started a 
drive that’ finished with Gary Brown 
scoring on an II- yard run. 

The last Giants touchdown in .a game 
played ar3Com Park, formerly known as . 
Candlestick Park, was a touchdown pass 
to Odessa Tomer during a 34-24 Sah 
Francisco victory, over the- Giants in 
1989. The game Monday night was the 
fifth, between the teams since that game. 

. . While the Giants were surprisingly 
spirited and efficient in their fust drive 
and most of the first quarter, the 49efs 
.seemed out of sync early in the game. 

But on a second-arid- 10 late in the first 
quarter. Young took one step off the line 
of scrimmage and threw to his left, where 
Terrell Owens was waiting. Owens 
stepped over an inexpert attempted tackle 


by. Conrad Hamilton, a Giants comer- 
beck, and then evaded a similar attempt 
by safety Sam Games a few yards down- 
field before sprinting up the sideline for a 
75-vard touchdown thar tied the score. 

On the 49ers* final possession of the 
half. Young orchestrated a brilliant 13- 
pfay, 90-yard touchdown drive. The key' 
play came on a third-and-3 at the Gi- 
ants' 10-yard line when Young ran for 9 
. of his 62 rushing yards in the game! 

A one-yard touchdown pass from 
Young to Irv Smith, who was uncovered 
in the Giants ' end zone, followed on the 
nejst play. 

Garrison Hearst, who had 166 yards 
on 20 carries, added a 70-yard touch - 
. down run lare in the game. 

- The game was decided in the third 
quarter when the 49ers slipped away 
mom die Giants, scoring a pivotal touch- 
down after the teams traded punts. The 
Giants got the worst of that exchange — 
. a poor punt, poor coverage and a need- 
less penally giving the 49ers superb 
field position for their scoring drive. 

leading the game by 14-7, the 49ers 
began their possession at New York's 
37-yard line. Less than three minutes 
later, Terry Kirby scored on a seven-yard 
run. bulldozing the Giants' linebacker 
Marcus Buckley at the goal line. 

The 49ers totaled 466 yards. 300 in 
the first half. Young was I9-for-33 for 
253 yards and .two touchdowns, and 
gained 62 yards on five carries. Owens 
had five catches for 1 40 yards, including 
a 79-yard scoring play, and Hearst 
rushed for 166 yards, including a 70- 
yard scoring run. on 20 attempts. 



■ ■ v-i*.. -IV- . 

The Giants' tight end Andy Haase, pulling in a pass from quarterback 
Kent Graham, leaving the*49ers* linebacker Anthony Peterson behind. 


owl Championship Rating? Blame the Computer 


Lix Aji / teles Times Service ‘ 

I N ONE of the strangest twists yet in 
the six-week life of theBowl Cham- 
pionship Series rankings, Tennessee 
• —which whackedVartcieTbilt.41-0 — 
lost ground to the nvo teams behind it, 
j UCLA and Kansas Stare, even though 
i neither of them prayed. ...... 

In the latest rankings, Tennessee re- 
mained first at 4.99 but led No. 2TJCLA. 
at 5.03, by only four-hundredths of a 
computer point. . 

Kansas State held firm at No. 3 with 
6.31 , die same total it had last week, and 
the gap between UCLA and Kansas' 
State remained almost unchanged 
UCLA improved imposition in strength 
of schedule by one position, from No. 8 
.. jo No. 7, allowing tt to .tack 0.04. onto 
week’s 1.24 lead over Kansas 
•rJiate. 

UCLA received help from izs-Pacific - 
Ten Conference foes Arizona and 
Southern California, which’ sewed vie-- 
tones last weekend over Arizona State 1 


Vantage Point / Chris Dufresne 


and Notre Dame, opponents that UCLA 
did not play this season. 

Tennessee, conversely, rook a beat- 
ing by defeating Vanderbilt <2-9) on 
Saturday, and also took a computer hit 
from Georgia's loss to Georgia Tech. 

Tennessee's • Bowl Championship 
Senes rating average of 15 and com- 
puter ranking of 2.33 did not change, but 
the Volunteers dropped from 14th to 29th 
in the strength of schedule category. 

. - The bowl championship ratings Mon- . 
day only heighten the interest before the 
high-stakes, triple-header Saturday: 
Kansas State (11-0) meets Texas A&M 
( 10-2) in tbfi Big 12 championship game 
in’ St. Loafs; Miami (8-3) is host to 
UCLA (10-0) in a makeup of . the SepL 
2& game wiped out by. . Hurricane 
Georges, and Tennessee (114)) and 
Mississippi State (8-3) play in the . 
Southeastern Conference title garae. 


Only 1 .32 rating points separate No. 1 
Tennessee and No. 3 Kansas State, vet 
only the rop two schools in the final bowl 
championship standings nexi Sunday 
will play in the Fiesta Bowl on Jan. 4. 

If all three of die undefeated schools 
win, Kansas State would make up the 
most ground.in strength of schedule 
because the Wildcats have beaten Texas 
A&M, ranked No. 8. Yet. the Wildcats 
also have the most ground to make up. 

Tennessee should be able tohold onto 
a top root with a victory over Mississippi 
State. UCLA should be in good shape if 
the Bruins defeat the Hurricanes. But 
there are too many variables to make 
(ake-it-to-the-bank predictions. 

Conspiracy theorists should lake 
noie: The slightest fluctuation in The 
Associated Press writers’ or ESPN/ 
USA Today coaches' polls, or in the 
three participating computer rankings. 


could shift the balance of power. 

In the AP poll, for example. No. 1 
Tennessee leads No. 2 Kansas Slate by 
only 30 points. Yet. incredibly, two of 
the 70 voting writers did not turn in their 
ballots this week. 

The race in ihe coaches' poll is even 
lighter. No. 2 Tennessee closed to with- 
in three points of No. 1 Kansas State. 

Should Tennessee pass Kansas State 
next week in the coaches’ poll. UCLA 
will gain a half-point on the Wildcats in 
the Bowl Championship Series com- 
puter and. more important, the coaches 
will be off the hook for the potential 
embarrassment of having their No. 1 
team not being able to play in the Fiesia 
Bowl; 

In any case, the coaches have a his- 
tory of inconsistent voting. Last year, 
the coaches awarded Nebraska a share 
of the national tide even though 
Michigan, the coaches' No. 1 team be- 
fore the bowk, beat Washington State in 
the Rose Bowl. 


This week. UCLA lost a No. 1 vote in 
the coaches’ poll and Kansas State 
gained one. even though neither school 
played and three schools UCLA has 
already beaten — Arizona. USC and 
Texas’— all won. 

The coaches refuse to make their votes 
public, so we will never know if the 
coach who took a No. J vote away from 
UCLA may have had an ax to grind. 

And while the math whi 2 Jeff Sagarin 
— u hose computer ranking is pan of the 
Bowl Championship Series equation — 
is assuredly an upstanding fellow, who 
is checking his numbers? He still main- 
tains that Kansas State will make the 
Fiesia Bowl if it wins Saturday. 

Why shouldn't he sell that concept? 
Kansas Slate is No. 1 in his computer. 
But. what if UCLA beats Miami on 
Saturday but falls from No. 2 to No. 4 in 
Sagarin’s computer, and that becomes 
the margin that pushes Kansas Stale past 
UCLA in the bowl championship rank- 
ings? 


Orioles Sign 
Belle, Paying 
$65 Million 
Over 5 Years 


The 

BALTIMORE — Albert Belle be- 
came the highest-paid player in the his- 
tory of the Baltimore Orioles on Tues- 
day. 

The slugger agreed lo a $65 million, 
five-year contract Monday night and 
signed with the Orioles be fore" he was 
introduced Tuesday at a news confer- 
ence at Camden Yards. 

Belle said Baltimore was his favorite 
team when he was growing up and that 
Eddie Murray, now a coach for the 
team, was one of his heroes. 

* "I finally gel an opportunity iu come 
here." he said. “I'm looking forward to 
working with these guy>. They def- 
initely warn to go all out to win. This 
club is definitely a contender." 

Frank Wren* the Orioles’ general 
manager, called Belle “one of the out- 
standing hitters" in baseball 

Wren -eitled Fridas with Belle's 
ageni. .Am Tellem. on the financial 
terms of the deal. But while the sides 
worked lo solidify other issue-.. Belle 
did some probing on his ow n. 

According to a source uho ua> in 
contact with several major league 
teams, on Mondav Belle called Brian 
Cashman. the New' York Yankees' gen- 
eral manager, and Ron Sehueler. the 
Chicago White Sox's general manager, 
asking if they w ere interested m him. 

New York withdrew' its offer Iasi 
week after Bemie Williams re-signed 
for S87.5 million over seven vears. 

Belle had until Wednesday to return 
to the White Sox and complete a $55 
million, five-year deal that guaranteed 
him $35 million in the next three sea- 
sons. but Chicago refused to increase his 
salary. 

So’ Belle chose the Orioles, who were 
lagging behind other American League 
contenders in the free-agem sweepstakes 
and overlooked Belle's checkered past 
by offering him one of the most lucrative 
contracts in baseball history. 

The contract ties Belle with Mike 
Piazza of the New York Mets for the 
third -highest average salary ($13 mil- 
lion) behind only Anaheim’s Mo 
Vaughn t$J3.33 million land .Arizona’s 
Randy Johnson ($13.1 million). 

The deal is the sixth highest in total 
dollars, trailing only Piazza (S91 mil- 
lion), Williams. Vaughn i$80 million). 
Boston's Pedro Maninez fS75 million) 
and the Los Angeles Dodgers* Gary 
Sheffield (S68.5 million). 

Belle hit .328 this year with 49 
homers and 152 runs batted in. He led 
rhe American League in slugging per- 
centage (.655) and total bases (3991. 
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Saps , Now and Then 


Alice Mimro Forsakes Her Lair Only in Stories 


By Russell Baker 


N EW YORK — Return 
with us now to those 


i.N wirh us now to those 
dreary days of yesteryear 
when television was black- 
and-white, Dad was a hope- 
less sap and Mom was still the 
virgin mother of two. 

We are talking, of course. 
about the 1950s. and this 
week's vehicle for taking us 
back is “Pleasamville." It is 
a funny and thoroughly con- 
fused movie based on the ever 
popular notion that the 1950s 
was the black hole of the 20th 
century. 

We can only guess why this 
misconception is so common 
nowadays. My theory is that 
ii*s because the Fifties was 
the golden age for parents of 
today's baby boomers, who 
now’run things and. so, are in 
charge of revising history. 

Their parents had lived in a 
heroic age. prevailing against 
poverty - and tyranny, leaving 
their children doomed to know 
only the unheroic tranquillity 
of peace and prosperity. 

Bom too late to get in on 
the big show, and being only 
human, the children might 
naturally resent their parents' 
triumph and take vengeance 
by belittling what the old 
folks made of their moment of 
glory. Which, of course, was 
the 1950s. 

Nowadays the unheroic era 
of peace and prosperity has 
degenerated into an age of 
decadence. In middle" age. 
today's boomers now con- 
front a world of their own 
making which cannot much 
comfort rheir spirits. 

What do they see? A so- 
ciety ruled by greed and mor- 
al license. A nation whose 
governing political theory is 
dev il-take-i he-hi ndmost. 

You could make a strong 
case for the thesis that the 
century's real black hole is 


right here, right now. and that 
it is the creation of people who 
were ‘*kids" in the Fifties. 

•’Pleasamville" presents 
the familiar malarkey in gen- 
ial, clever, all-in-good-ftin 
style until it loses its bead and 
presents its Fifties reaction- 
aries as homespun Nazi book 
burners and Kristallnacht 
window smashers. 

The story is a fairy tale 
about two Nineties adoles- 
cents who get trapped in- a 
town created for a 1950s TV 
sitcom. What a no-fiin town! 
It’s all black-and-white. The 
high school students have 
never heard of sex. .Neither 
have Mom and Dad. Nobody 
even knows sex is possible. 


By Diniria Smith 

Vm flirt 7i«iej Srnw 


C LINTON. Ontario — It's hard 
to get to Alice Munro, to this 


The teenage visitors don't 
put up very long with this 
deprived state of affairs. The 
girl, apparently a seasoned 
slut, soon deflowers the star 
of the basketball team and 
pretty soon their example has 
all the kids in town being 
naughty up in Lover's Lane. 

As sexual activity spreads 
through town, life becomes 
richer, better and the popu- 
lation starts losing its black 
and gray complexion and 
breaking out in glorious 
Technicolor. The town is now- 
ready for a Nineties sitcom to 
move in. The real joke here is 
on the 1990s. which have no 
sitcom to compare with the 
Fifties’ “I Love Lucy" and 
no TV humor at all to com- 
pare with the Fifties’ Sid 
Caesar shows: Check out 
* 'Saturday Night Live" or 
■'Politically Incorrect." 

No. the Fifties decade was 
not so glorious as old-rimers 
claim, but it had its many ex- 
cellences. For us here in the 
Nineties to sneer at the Fifties 
is as silly as it would be for 
President B ill Clinton to sneer 
at General Eisenhower. 

AVw JivX Times Sen hv 


to get to Alice Munro, to this 
little town in the rolling farmland of 
southern Canada. In the autumn 
light, Clinton seems bleak, a duster 
of small undistinguished houses of 
wood or yellow trick set in rich 
black soil, overwhelmed by the 
landscape around iL Clinton is nor 
for the uncourageous. But Munro 
will never leave. She-finds her sto- 
ries here amid the descendants of 
the Scottish settlers, with their mod- 
est, restrained ways, their short, to- 
the-point sentences. It's ail the ma- 
terial she could ever want. “1 love 
living here." Munro said. “I love 
the landscape so much — more than 
love it. It's something I know so 
thoroughly I don’t want to detach 
from iL 1 like living in isolation." 

Alice Munro has been called 
one of the best short-story writers 
in the Engllsh'language. Her books 
sell about 25,000 to 30,000 copies 
a year, very good for a short-story 
writer. She is a writer other writers 
admire for her technical skills and 
the purity of her style. She is 
known for the complex structure of 
her stories. A typical Alice Munro 
story might begin at a point that 
most writers would consider the 
end. then jump to a time 10 years 
later, then back again. 

"With Alice it’s like a short- 
hand." said the novelist Richard 
Ford. "You'll just mention her. 
and everybody just kind of gen- 
erally nods, that she's just sort of os 
good as it gets.” 

Munro has been awarded 
Canada's Governor General's 
Award three rimes. This month she 
won the Giller Prize, one of 
Canada's biggest Jirerary awards. 
And she always comes back to 
Clinton. 

"It’s not a really beautiful land- 
scape." she admitted. Bur “I Jove 
a life apart from the whole world of 
writing." Every winter she takes a 
break at her condominium in Co- 
mox. British Columbia. 

Munro's stories are about or- 


dinary people: i heir secrets. Their 
memories of acts of violence, their 
sexual longings, in “Cortes Is- 
land," in her new collection, “The 
Love of a Good Woman." a 
would-be writer takes a job caring 
for an old man, Gorrie. Munro 
writes that the narrator is aware of 
“his pungent smell, his jelly eye, 
his dog's teeth," Bur she has sexual 
dreams about him, "pagan" 
dreams "in which the attack, the 
response, the possibilities, went be- 
yond anything life offered. And 
from which romance was banished. 
Decency as well Our bed — Gor- 
rie 's and mine — was the gravelly 
beach or the rough boat deck or the 
punishing coils of greasy rope. " 

In "Before the Change." an- 
other harrow ing story in the col- 
lection, a woman discovers her Fa- 
ther is an abortionist. She assists 
him as he operates. “He had a ’ 
series of rods, all of the same length - 
but of a graduated thickness." the 
character says. "1 could not see the 
actual, intimate progress of these 
instruments. But I could feel it. 
from the arriving waves of pain in 
her body that beat down the spasms 
of apprehension." 

Munro said: “The thing I feel 
most strongly makes a story is a 
kind of primordial moment, an aw- 
ful revelation, that you can't do 
anything about" 

Some stories in the collection 
are about what Munro calls "anew 
kind of old woman, women who 
grew- up under one set of rules and 
then found they could live with 
another." 

The "new kind of old woman” 
is about 60. has been something of a 
hippie in her youth, has had a peri- 
od of irresponsibility, an affair and 
has sometimes in effect abandoned 
her children to the care of others. 

"We associate old women with 
conventional sexual morality," 
said Munro, who is 67. But "a lot 
of women lived more risky lives 
than their daughters. You take the 
risk of being lonely." 

Munro's favorite story in her 
book is “Save the Reaper." A 
grandmother who had a daughter 


-V*: 


*■*- • V. *. •** ' 





■ cepting your liinnations andtry^ig^t;^ 
not to standout; it's a tribal value/ af. 
When she was 12, her mother be- Mi 
came ill with Parkinson *s disease. 
Munro took over the household 
until she won a tworyear schol- . v J 
arship to the University of Western. ■. 

. Ontario. While a student, she sold- -- 
her first story, to the ' Canadian • 
Broadcasting Crop- . - . ■ .... 

She also met a fellow student, - 
James Munro.-whom she married, . : 
-The Munros bad .three daughters: _ 
Sheila, now 45. Jenny, .41, and - 
Andrea, 3 1. A fourth daughter died *.* 
at birth. Munro struggled to be a 
mother and a writer. Her husband,' : . 
she said, was supportive. ’'Quite' -y 
early she used to send stories to : 
TTie JNew Yorker," he remem-'. , ' 
bered recently. ‘They came hack' * ■ 
so fast,’ * he said, that she had the 
feeling that someone’s job was Just /• 
to send them back. “She baa 'a; 
whole lot of guili about writing/’ » 
he sjnrf “Her friends phoned apd ’ * 
she wouldn’t tell them.” ■ • \- 

. Mimro suffered deep depres-.; 
sions. “I was doing two jobs jndi ^ 
not doing either one of themas' 

. well as I wished," she said of the. : 
years spent being' a mother and. - . 



trying to write. 

In 1972, Munroand her husbamf 
were divorced. Munro moved back ; i 
to Ontario, from Victoria, British • {'■ 
Columbia, and Gerald Fremlinr y 
whom she had known in coliege,:. ' 
resurfaced in her life He had gone' - 
on to become a geographer. “ We-. > 
drank three -martinis ,” she said, - 
“and we very speedily decided we . £ 
were going to stay together^’ Tltey - 
were married in- 1976. - ••• S 

Today, Munro lives an isolated^ jjj 
life in the small white clapboard* gjj 
house where Ftemlin was raised.*^’ 
She begins writing first thing inihe v -/ 
morning. She revises extensively j 
and then sends her work straight to 
her agent in "New York- “I .would.-- : 
never give my work to anyone to - 
read,” she said. “I have too little 
confidence, not the real confidence 
to be a writer.*’ She added. “Evea : . 
Gerry doesn’t read my work.' 1 ' . 

“Yes Ido," Fremlia said. “Burr ' I 
we don’t discuss it" . . 


UaioHl fhtio|pT 

Munro has been called one of the best short-story writers. 


out of wedlock feels her daughter's 
resentment. One day the older 
woman picks up a hitchhiker, a 
girl, who makes a sexual pass at 
her. At the end the woman wonders 
if the girl will ever come back and 
see her again. But. Munro writes: 
“The girl wouldn't come. Much 
better offers would turn up before 
she’d stood 10 minutes by the 
highway. More dangerous offers 
perhaps, but more interesting." 

Munro was raised in Wingham. 
Ontario. 20 miles (32 kilometers) 
from Clinton. Her father, Robert 
Laidiaw, was a fox fanner, her 
mother a teacher. Ancestors have 
been in Huron County since the 
1850s. Her storv "A Wilderness 


Station" was inspired by an an- 
cestor who was killed by a tree. 

Munro’s family was poor, she 
said- When the family farm failed, 
her father worked in a foundry. He 
longed to write a novel and finished 
one just before his death at 75. 
“The McGregors: A Novel of an 
Ontario Pioneer Family” was pub- 
lished a short time later. 

Munro began writing poetry 
secretly at the age of 1 1. She was 
an avid reader, benefiting, she 
points out, from the library system 
thai Andrew Carnegie established 
in Canada. But she was raised to be 
a farmer's wife. “In my back- 
ground, ambition isn’t valued." 
she said. “Being modest and ac- 
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PEOPLE 


T HE French singer and actress 
Vanessa Paradis is expecting a baby 


A Vanessa Paradis is expecting a baby 
by the American actor Johnny Depp, the 
French weekly Void said in its latest 
Issue. They are not married but have 
thought about tying the knot, the weekly 
said. Paradis has just finished shooting 
“Une fiJIe sur le pont" <A girl on the 
bridge;, directed by Patrice Leconte, 
and Depp is starring in Roman Po- 
lanski's latest film. "The Ninth Gate." 


rison lent their voices to a star-studded 
album released Monday in Britain to 
raise money for victims of the August 
bombing in Omagh, in Northern Ire- 
land. The album, "Across the Bridgoof 
Hope," features U2 and Boyzone, and 
includes a reading by the actor Liam 
Neeson of a poem written by Shaun 
McLaughlin, a 12-year-old boy who 
was killed in the attack. The poem about 
peace in Northern Ireland inspired the 


title of the album. A car bomb planted 
killed 29 people and wounded 370 in the 


attack. 


about die tumor or the surgery were 
released. Ian had her first hit in 1967 
with “Society’s Child" 


The singer and songwriter Janis Ian 
says she needs surgety to remove a 
benign liver tumor. The tumor, dis- 
covered in August, is pressing on her 
stomach, causing abdominal pain, Ian 
said in a statement No further details - 


lell •.'hnirn-.r.R.-u'. r- 

ENTER LAUGHING — The actor Tom Hanks; his wife. Rita, and the 
actress Sharon Stone arriving at the “Seasons of Hope" benefit sponsored 
b\ the American Foundation for .AIDS Research in New York City. 


Ellen DeGeneres says she went into a 
deep depression after ABC canceled her 
show this year. "Everything that 1 ever 
feared happened to me. I lost my show. 
I’ve been attacked like hell. I went from 
making a lot of money on a sitcom to 
making no money.” she said in the Los 
.Angeles Times Magazine. DeGeneres 
revealed her homosexuality when her 
character on "Ellen" came out in April 
1 997. The show 's ratings dropped, and it 
was canceled about a year later. 


Hollywood Stars Take British Stage Awards 


L ONDON — The Hollywood actors Nicole Kidman and Kevin Spacey won 
top honors at the theatrical awards ceremony sponsored bv the Evening 


Sinead O'Connor and Van Mor- 


-L-rftop honors at the theatrical awards ceremony sponsored by the Evening 
Standard newspaper. 

Kidman, star of David Hare's “The Blue Room,” took home a special 
award for her contribution to the London theater. Kidman's brief run at the 
Donmar Warehouse theater, for which she was paid the anion minimum of 
£250 < S400) a week, was a sell-out. The play has moved to New York. 

Spacey won the best actor award for his performance at the Almeida Theatre 
in Eugene O'Neill’s “The Iceman Cometh.” The Almeida itself, which has 
attracted such movie stars as Juliette Binoche and Liam Neeson to its stage, 
won an award for “theatrical achievement" of the year. 


A spokesman for Michael Jacksoft 
dismissed a British newspaper report 
that said the pop soar- was considering 
sending his 21 -month-old son to aBriSP 
ish boarding school when the boy . 
reaches high school age_‘“Nd one knows 
anything about this. They make this stuff 
up.” the spokesman. Bob Jones, said. 
The Sunday Telegraph said Jackson had 
sear a representative to inspect Stowe, in 
Buckinghamshire, and inquire about, 
booking a place for the child. Prince 
The school has declined to comment. 


A private book collection was auc- 
turned off in Paris for 23 milli on francs . 
($4 million), as bibliophiles leaped oa ' 
illustrated medieval books of hours. The ■ 
collection belonged to Msyor Paul- “ 
Louis Weiller (1893-1993), a Wort*:. 
War I fighter pilot who became an in 1 
dustrialist and patron of the arts. . £■ 
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